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4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1., and 
78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


“ Advantage, Stock, London.” 


TELEGRAMS 1 O53: AB.C.. Sth Edition. 


i 


Intelligence), 


Victoria, 9040. 
London Wall, 4718 and 4717. 
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(Private Braneh Exchange.) 





DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
‘MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
‘the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
‘ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
-etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
‘which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
‘foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
‘the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 


} 
| 

















of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 78, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. | 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special cn, sag affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
‘they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
‘the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development ane Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

naon, £.v. 4. 





FORM KE. 


Hi.M. Consular Officers have received instractions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information. which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
BSSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department h 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britts 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 

(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 
The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 

circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informs 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to recerve the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (%, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through Bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


ET, 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 


Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output ol 
eoal during the four weeks ended 9th August are as 


follows :— 














District. 19th July. 26th July. 2nd Aug. 9th Aug. 
Northumberland 183,697 163,041 231,780 174,933 
Durham 541,485 393,942 631,318 479,122 
Yorkshire .. 404,129 8,92! 5,540 10,734 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 

and North Wales... 392,966 335,902 417,247 343,389 
Derby Nottingham } 
and Leicester 551,580 283 818 507,088 413,143 
Staffordshire, Sarop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Wercester .. .. 047,919 204,774 314,816 213,700 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire .. 789,456 $42,754 9}2 184 380,354 
Other English Dis- 
tricts cs. as $4,245 76,004 85,257 54,893 
Scotland 589,175 128,798 509,546 572,627 
Total . 3,893,652 2,537,954 3,614,776 2,642,895 





COASTWISE TRADE. 
NEW REGULATIONS. 


In consequence of the withdrawal ot 
steamers a large volume of traffic has been diverted 
from sea to rail, with the result that the railways are 
now burdened with traffic which they have not pre- 
viously carried. The absence of normal coastwise ship- 
ping facilities is impeding the transport of the food sup- 
plies of the nation, of the raw materials needed in our 
mills, factories and workshops, and of our manutfac- 
tures for export, and thereby the cost of living is ad- 
vanced, the re-establishment of our industries and com- 
merce is retarded, and the difficulties of finding employ- 
ment are increased. 

In these circumstances there is urgent necessity to 
relieve the railways of such traffic as can reasonably 
be carried coastwise. 

The continued application of pre-war rates to the car- 
riage of goods by rail offers strong inducements to 
traders to use the railways for all goods, including those 
which can be sent forward as conveniently coastWise, 
but the unrestricted use of the railways is interfering 
with the flow of traffic through the ports and thereby 
placing limitations on both imports and exports. 

There is therefore urgent necessity to use to the full 
the coastwise services, but they can only be re-estab- 
lished on a pre-war footing by being assured of a reason- 
able amount of regular traffic. Full services cannot be 
maintained if they have to depend on the carriage of 
‘casual traffic which is from time to time shut out by 
the railways. 

To meet these difficulties the War Cabinet have given 
‘directions to the railway companies that no goods which 
have been imported foreign, or which are intended for 
export foreign, shall be carried by rail between points 
which can be effectively served in whole or part by 
coastwise carriage. For this purpose schedules of trafte 
will be prepared by the Home Trade District Transport 
Committees in consultation with representatives of the 
railway companies on those committees, and all goods 
included in such schedules (whether transhipment goods 
‘or otherwise) will be carried, in whole or part, coast- 
wise, at the freights and charges then current, and on 
the terms and conditions set forth in the Sailing Bill, 
Conditions of Carriage, and/or Bill of Lading Form 
then in common use for other similar cargo carried 
coastwise. 

The. difference between the freights and charges so 
paid (other than demurrage) and the amount of the 
railway rates and charges which would have been pay- 
able if the traffic had been carried by rail, will be re- 
funded by the Railway Executive Committee or their 
agent to the trader by whom the payment has been 
made. All applications for refunds must be lodged 
within three months of date of forwarding of the traffic. 
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All persons having goods to forward under this agree- 
ment must lodge an application in the form annexed 
with the Home Trade District Transport Committe. 
for the district from which the goods will be consiened 
and must follow the directions given by that Committe. 
as to the route and means by which the goods are to 
be forwarded. 7 

Traders will greatly facilitate the prompt carriage of 
goods by lodging their application forms at least ten 
days before the gocds will be ready for shipment. _ 

The districts for which Home Trade District Trans. 
port Control Committees have been appointed, and the 
address of each of such committees, to which all com- 
munications are to be sent, are given below. 

The arrangement is entirely of a temporary nature 
and subject to termination at any time. ; | 


FORM OF APPLICATION. 
TO THE HOME TRADE DISTRICT TRANSPORT 
COMMITTEE. 


done SOF 8 8=|— 
[ am we are desirous of forwarding the undermentioned goods 


eee RD a ey ae 


The goods in question 
flare heen imported trom ee ee ee ee 


are intended for export to ............ccccccccscsscscnsssers 

1 We agree to such goods being sent forward by rail and/or 
coastwise, as you may direct, subject to my/our being entitled 
to receive from the Railway Executive Committee or their Agent 
the difference between the Freight and Charges actually paid 
(other than demurrage) and the amount of the Railway Rates and 
Charges which would have been payable if the traffic had been 
carried throughout by rail. The goods in question will be ready 
for shipment on the | 


ind etinuntninectadbemicbion Signature. 


Dated...... eae 
PARTICULARS OF CONSIGNMENT. 
Howe Trape Districr Transport ComMMITTEES. 


BRISTOL—(covering the Bristol Channel). 
Secretary.—Mr. E. A. Clark. 25, Great George Street, 


Park Street, Bristol. “Phone 4720. 
(i; LASGOW—(covering West of Scotland). 
Secretary.—Messrs. Purdie, Glen & Co., 55, West 
Regent Street, Glasgow. ’Phone, 


Douglas 1400. 
HULL—covering the Humber and East Coast Ports). 
‘Mr. T. W. Prickett. Land of Green Ginger, 
Hull. ’Phone 4660. 
LEITH—(covering Edinburgh and East Coast of Scotland). 
Secretary.—Mr. G. C. Duff, 8/9, Commercial Street, 
Leith. “Phone 602, 603, and 604. 


Secretary. 


LONDON. Serrefary.—Mr. O. C. Baylis, 1, Seething Lane, 
E.C.3. ’Phone, Avenue 4826. 
MERSEY-——(covering Liverpool Manchester, Birkenhead, and 


West Goast Ports). 
Secretary.—Mr. J. W. Lester, 211, Tower Buildings, 
Liverpool. ’Phone, Centra! 6335. 
NEWCASTLE—(covering the Tvne and Tees). 
Secretary.—Mr. ©. E. Hull, Mercantile Chambers, 
Newcastle. “Phone, Central 898. 





CLAIMS FOR COTTON CARGOES. 


With reference to cotton cargoes en route for neutral 
destinations taken over by His Majesty’s Government 
during April and May, 1915, and to the arrangement 
for payment in respect thereof madg by the Govern- 
ment in March, 1915, with representatives of persons 
interested in the shipment of such cargoes, the Board 
of Trade give notice that outstanding claims against 
His Majesty’s Government under the arrangement must 
be presented, together with Bills of Lading for the bales 
of cotton to which the claims relate, not later than 
Ist January, 1920, to the Board of Trade, Purchases 
Department, 1, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 
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TEXT OF THE MEASURE. 
The tollowing is the text of the Profitecring Act as 
lor purposes of reference the original 


Bill may be consulted on page 194 of the ‘‘Journal’ 
$ 


Gnalls passed, 


i last wee 
AN ACT TO CHECK PROFITEERING. 

Whereas it appears that the prices of articles are, to the 
detriment of the people, being enhanced in some cases by 
rhe charging of prices yielding an unreasonable profit to the 
persons engaged in the production, handling, or distribution 
rhereot : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Wing’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent ot the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : — 

PowERS OF THE Boarp or TRADE. 

1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board of 
Trade shall have power in respect of any article to which 
this Act applies— 

(a) to investigate prices, costs, and profit at all stages, 
and for that purpose by order to require any 
person to appear before them, and to furnish such 
information and produce such documents as they 
may require; and on any such investigation they 
may by order fix maximum prices; and 

{b) to receive and investigate complaints that a profit is 
being or has been since the passing of this Act 
made or sought on the sale of the article (whether 
wholesale or retail) which is, in view of all the 
circumstances, unreasonable, and on any such 
complaint they may by order, after giving the 
parties an opportunity of being heard, either 
dismiss the complaint or— 

(i) declare the price which would yield a 
reasonable profit; and 

(ii) require the seller to repay to the com- 
plainant any amount paid by the complainant 
in excess of such price. 

(2) If, asa result of any investigation undertaken on their 
own initiative or on complaint made to them, it appears to 
ike Board of Trade that the circumstances so require, the 
Board shall take proceedings against the seller before a 
court of summary jurisdiction, and if in such proceedings it 
is found that the price charged or sought about which the 
complaint was made, or the price discovered at the*investiga- 
tion to have been charged or sought, was such as to yield a 
profit which is, in view of all the circumstances, unreasonable, 
the seller shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding two hundred pounds or to imprisonment and fine: 
Provided that a rate of profit which does not exceed the fair 
average rate earned by persons in the same way of business 
as the seller upon the sale of similar articles under pre-war 
conditions, shall not be deemed unreasonable. 

(3) If any person fails to comply with or infringes an order 
of the Board of Trade under this section, he shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month, or to 
hoth such imprisonment and fine, and in the case of an order 
requiring the repuyment of any amount that amount shall 
he recoverable summarily as a civil debt. 

(4) If any person at or for the purpose of any such 
investigation or on any such complaint knowingly and reck- 
lesslv furnishes any information or makes any representation 
which is false in any material particular, he shall be liable 
om summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months. 
or to both such imprisonment and fine. 

(5) Where a person convicted under this section is a 
company, the chairman and every managing director and 
every officer concerned in the management of the company 
shall be guilty of the like offence, unless he proves that tho 
act which constituted the offence took place without his 
knowledge or without his consent. 

(6) In any proceedings under this section to which the 
Board of Trade is a party costs may be awarded to or against 
the Board. 

(7) This Act applies to any article or class of articles to 
which it is applied by order of the Board of Trade, being an 
article or class of articles declared by the order to be one 
or one of a kind in common use by the public, or being 
material, machinery, or accessories used in the production 
thereof, but this Act does not apply to any articles which are 
rom time to time declared to be controlled articles, and 
different provisions of this Act may be applied to different 
articles, 

(8) The Board of Trade shall have power to require any 
Person appearing before them under this Act to give evidence 
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on oath, and shall have power to authorise any person to 
administer an oath for the purpose. 

(9) In this Act the expressions ‘‘sale’’ and ‘‘seller’’ include 
respectively any offer for sale and any person offering to sell. 

(10) Nothing in this Act shall apply to the sale of any 
article for export from the United Kingdom, or to the sale 
of any articles by public auction or competitive tender. 

Power To Estabiisu Locat ComMMItTTEFEs, ETC. 

2 —(1) The Board of Trade may, as and when it appears 
to them necessary or expedient, establish, or authorise any 
local authority or authorities to establish, local or other 
committees, to whom the Board may delegate any or all 
of their powers under this Act in respect ot any articles or 
classes of articles, or sales, except the power of the Board to 
fix prices; and the effect of any order by a committee under 
such delegated powers shall be the same as that of an order 
of the Board, and this Act shall have effect accordingly. 

(2) Subject as aforesaid, the Board may make regulations 
and give directions as to the constitution, powers, and pro- 
cedure of committees established under this section, and the 
districts for which they shall act, which regulations and 
directions shall have effect as though enacted in this Act: 

Provided that— 

(a) every regulation so made shall be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after it is 
made, and if an address is presented by either 
House within twenty-one days from the date on 
which that House has sat next after any such 
regulation is laid before it praying that the regula- 
tion may be annulled, His Majesty in Council may 
annul the regulation, but without prejudice to the 
validity of anything previously done thereunder ; 
and 

(b) such regulations shall provide that a member of a 
committee established by a local authority shall be 
disqualified from acting in any case where he is 
a trade competitor of the person against whom the 
complaint under investigation has been lodged, 
and shall provide for a right of appeal by the 
seller from any order or decision of local com- 
mittees other than a decision to take proceedings 
before a court of summary jurisdiction to appeal 
tribunals appointed by the Board for the purpose, 
and for the constitution, powers, and procedure 
ef such appeal tribunals, and shall make such pro- 
vision as appears to the Board necessary for the 
prevention of frivolous complaints; and 


(c) such regulations shall provide for the inclusion of 
women on all local committees. 


OPERATIONS OF TRUSTS, ETC. 

3.—-Without prejudice to the generality of the powers 
undere this Act, the Board of Trade shall obtain from all 
available sources information as to the nature, extent, and 
development of trusts, companies, firms, combinations, agree- 
ments, and arrangements connected with mining, manu- 
factures, trade, commerce, finance, or transport, having for 
their purpose or effect the regulation of the prices or out- 
put of commodities or services produced or rendered in the 
United Kingdom or imported into the United Kingdom, or 
the delimitation of markets in respect thereof, or the regula- 
tion of transport rates and services, in so far as they tend to 
the creation of monopolies or to the restraint of trade, and 
the Board of Trade shall for the purposes of this section 
utilise the powers of investigation and of appointing com- 
mittces conferred upon them by this Act. 

Power to ActHoRISE Locan AUTHORITIES TO TRADE. 

4 —The Board of Trade may, if they think fit, authorise 
local authorities, subject to such conditions as the Board 
may impose, to purchase and sell any article, or articles of 
any class, to which this Act applies, and any local authority 
so authorised shall have all necessary powers for the pur- 
pose, but such conditions shall, as far as possible, insure that 
any local authority so purchasing nd selling shall proceed 
on a commercial basis and not by way of subsidy at the 
expense of the ratepayers. 

PusLicity OF PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 


5 .—The proceedings before the Board of Trade or any 
committee or tripunal under this Act shall, unless in special 
cases the Board ot Trade otherwise direct, be held in public, 
where such proceedings are founded on a complaint. 

Save as aforesaid information and documents required to 
be given or produced to the Board of Trade or to a com- 
mittee or tribunal under this Act shall be treated as 
confidential, except in cases where the person giving or 
producing the same otherwise agrees, and in cases where 
legal proceedings are taken, for the purpose of such pro- 
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Provided that nothing herein shall be taken as preventing 
the Board or any committee or tribunal from publishing their 
findings and decisions. Any investigation under this Act 
shall, for the purposes of the law relating to libel and slander, 
be deemed to be proceedings before a court exercising Judicial 
authority. 

CONSULTATION WITH Foop CONTROLLER. 

6 .—The powers of the Board of Trade under this Act shall, 
in relation to articles of food or drink to which this Act 
applies, be exercised jointly or in agreement with the Food 
Controller. 

| EXPENSES. 

7.—(1} The expenses of any local committees established 
by iocal authorities under this Act shall be defrayed by the 
local authorities out of such fund or rate, and in such manner 
as may be directed by the Board of ‘Trade; and any expenses 
of the Board of Trade under this Act to an amount not 
exceeding seventy-five thousand pounds, shall, subject to the 
approval of the Treasury, be paid out of moneys provided 
by Parliament. 

(2) Such expenses may in either case include such payment 
to the chairmen and members of committees and tribunals, 
in respect of their travelling expenses and loss of time, as 
appears to the Board reasonable and is approved by the 
Treasury. 

(3) Any fines imposed at the instance of a local committee 
established by a local authority under this Act shall be 
applied in aid of the fund or rate out of which the expenses 
of the committee are required to be paid under this Act, 
and any other fines imposed under this Act shall be paid into 
the Exchequer. 

Suort TiTLeE AND DURATION. 

8 .—(1) This Act may be cited as the Profiteering Act, 1919. 

(2) This Act shall continue in force for six months and no 
longer, unless Parliament otherwise devermines. 





COURTS (EMERGENCY POWERS) ACT, 1919. 

The Courts (Emergency Powers) Act, 1919, which 
extends, amends, and wen, le the duration of Section 
1 of the Courts (Emergency Powers) Act, 1917, has 
passed through both Houses of Parliament. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENT. 

In continuation of lists of appointments in the new 
Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent issues 
of the ‘‘Journal,’’ the following additional appointment 
is now announced. 








BELGIUM. 

Mr. R. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secre- 
tarv (grade 1) 30, Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. 

1910-14. Employed in Exhibitions Branch of the Board 
of Trade, and was on the British staff at the Exhibitions 
at Turin (1911), Ghent eres Leipzig (1914). In 1912 
he was Secretary to the British Delegates at the Inter- 
national Conference on Exhibitions at Berlin. 

1914. He became General Secretary of the Commission 
Internationale de Ravitaillement. 

1916. He was a member of the British Secretariat, Paris 
Economic Conference. Since April of this year he has been 
in charge of the London Office of the Commission Inter- 
nationale de Ravitaillement. 

Mr. Duke is Acting Commercial Secretary (Grade 1) 
at Brussels consequent on the resignation of Mr. J. E. 
McCulloch from the post of Commercial Secretary. 





CATALOGUE LIPRARY AT ROTTERDAM. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rotterdam re- 
ports that arrangements have now been made for the 
formation of a catalogue library at the Consulate- 
General. British firms interested in the Dutch market 
are therefore invited to send copies of their catalogues 
direct to the British Consulate-General, Rotterdam. 





HARBOUR WORKS AT POLCEVERA. 

H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome has forwarded 
copies of the Convention and Plan of the proposed har- 
bour works at Polcevera a Voltri. 

Copies of the Convention and Plan (in Italian) may 
be consulted by British firms interested on application 
to the Enquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.2. 


—_—_ 
———— 





Special Articles. 





PERSIA. 





OUTLOOK AFTER THE WAR. 
From the British Legation, Teheran.) 

In the earlier stages of the war Persia does not appear 
to have suffered any great loss. There was, naturaily 
some dislocation of trade, and the Turkish incursions 
to Tabriz and /kermanshah inflicted local damage 
But the disturbance fo trade which occurred was prob. 
ably fully compensated by the eager demand abroad for 
opium and foodstuffs, and by the high prices paid foy 
supplies and transport by the foreign forces operating 
in the country. On the other hand, since 1917 the 
country has suttered severely. The retiring Russian 
troops did great damage and the later occupation of 
Azerbaijan and the rich plains of the Urumia by the 
Turks caused these districts to be harried and depopv- 
lated. Much Russian paper-money, at present almost 
without value, was accepted in payment for supplies 
and is still in Persia. 

There is, however, a brighter side. Persia has not 
incurred any unusual military expenditure during the 
war, and has received very liberal assistance from 
Great Britain in meeting the loss of public revenue 
resulting from internal disorder, and has obtained very 
high prices for supplies, transport and labour, required 
by the British forces operating in the country. 

The greatest calamity to Persia was the drought and 
consequent famine throughout the country in the win- 
ter of 1917 and spring of 1918, followed by influenza 
in the autumn of 1918. The population was greatly re- 
duced by hunger and disease, flocks and herds were much 
reduced in numbers, and from shortage of forage great 
numbers of beasts of burden were lost. The harvest of 
1918 was excellent, and that of 1919 is most promising, 
and though prices of foodstuffs remain high employment 
is active and there is no longer a real distress. 

SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN GOoDs. 

Agriculture and a great number of trades have lost 
heavily from interruption of trade with Russia. Before 
the war imports from Russia amounted to krans 
350,000,000 (£6,000,000) of which one-third was sugar, 
and nearly another third was cotton tissues; exports 
to Russia amounted to krans 300,000,000 (£5,000,000), 
raw cotton accounting for one-third and grain and dried 
fruits for another third. A great part of this trade is 
at present suspended. It will doubtless be resumed 
in course of time with Russia or with other countries, 
except perhaps exports of raw cotton which derived 
advantage from fiscal arrangements in Russia which 
may not necessarily be continued in future. Khoras- 
san and other parts of Northern and Central Persia 
have prospered on cotton grown for export to Ruasia—- 
50 million lbs. per annum—where it was admitted ata 
duty of 40 kopecks per pound, nearly 23d. per lb. les 
than the duty paid on cotton imported to Russia from 
other countries. The present condition of Persian com- 
merce is that the country is without stocks of foreign 
commodities necessary to it, or to which it will revert 
as soon as they are obtainable, and that despite losses 
from internal disorders and famine, it is quite able to 
pay for these imports. Moreover, the country has 
been traversed by foreign forces which have improved 
roads and shown to the people the advantages of 
mechanical appliances. There are indications that 
increased demand will arise for tools, implements, 
machinery, and engineering works. Finally, Russia. 
the largest customer of Persia, is at present disorgaD- 
ised, and the former trade with that country is seeking 
new outlets. Home manufactures have been substi- 
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tuted to some extent for textile and other commodities 
which Persia had been accustomed to import but has 
not since been able to obtain in sufficient quantities. 
Many commodities, such as sugar, tea, metals and their 
manutactures, drugs, mercery and ironmongery, Persia 
has not been able to produce, and must obtain from 
outside. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

Nearly the whole foreign trade of Persia at present 
passes through the Deusion Gulf. It cannot, however, 
be expected “that the whole of this trade will remain 

with the Gulf routes after other routes have re-opened, 
for the northern provinces, which are now the most 
cultivated and populous regions of Persia, are more 
accessible by present methods oi’ fransport from the 
Black Sea than from the Persian Gulf. In 1913 the 
cost of transport from Mohammerah to Ispahan w vas 
about £22 per ton and from Enzeii to Teheran about 
£20 per ton. The best access to these northern mar- 
kets in normal times is from Batoum by rail to Tiflis and 
Tabriz, or by rail and steamer to Astara, Enzeli and 
other Caspian ports. Foreign goods have not hitherto 
been allowed transit to Persia through Batoum, and if in 
the future reasonable terms of transit should be accorded 
it must be remembered that few Persian traders are at 
present acquainted with forwarding agents or transport 
charges on this route. Other European courtries will be 
in as good a position as Great Britain for trading with 
Persia by the Black Sea route. 

The South may be able to retain much of the trade 
which has been diverted to it, for we have improved our 
means of access to the commercial centres of Persia, 
Indian commerce now has railway facilities via Nushki 
right up to the Seistan border. The roads from Bandar 
Abbas to Kerman, and from Bushire to Shiraz, have 
been made practicable for wheeled traffic. The port 
of Rasra has been improved and ample rail and river 
communications with Baghdad and on to the Persian 
frontier will be available. A metal road has been con- 
structed from the frontier to Kermanshah. 

The traffic on all routes from the Persian Gulf to the 
interior has been interrupted for longer or shorter 
periods, but the Mohammerah-Ahwaz-Ispahan route 
has suffered least from interruption. At the date of 
this report all these routes are open to traffic, but safety 
of merchandise on these southern routes is not well 
assured, especially in Ispahan and the Central Pro- 
vinces where open brigandage is still rife, and the Bagh- 
dad-Kermanshah route is much preferred although tran- 
sit charges in Mesopotamia are very high. The present 
charge ‘of transport from Ahwaz to Ispahan is the 
equiv valent of £145 per ton and from gree to Teheran 
£66 per ton. In 1913-14 the cost was £20 per ton from 
Ahwaz to Ispahan and £13 per ton from Ispahan to 
Teheran. Transport in Persia is all by pack animals 
or wagon, and so many animals were lost during mili- 
tary operations and the famine of 1917-18 that the 
soundey has not now enough beasts of burden for its 
needs. 


FOREIGN TRADE AND THE EXCHANGE. 


The latest statistics available on the trade of Persia 
are those of the Fersian Customs Administration for 
the year ending 20th March, 1918, which indicate a 
decrease in téreign trade compared with the previous 
year. 

The following table shows the value in krans (and the 
equivalent in sterling at the ruling rate of exchange 
in each year), of the “total imports and exports. 


Year ending 


20th Mar. Krans. Rate per£. £ Sterling. 
1914 1,103,000,000 od 20,000,000 
1915 895,000,000 54 16,000,000 
1916 841,000,000 54 15,000,000 
1917 928,000,006 40 23,000,000 
1918 806,000,000 3f 27,000,000 
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The increase in sterling equivalents is due to the great 
fall in the kran rate of exchange on London, resulting 
mainly from the great rise in the gold value of silver. 
During the year to 20th March, 1919, the average rate 
of exchange was krans 27 per £ sterling, and since ths 
beginning of the present financial year it has been 
krans 26 per £ (telegraphic transfers on London). 

Seeing that so much of the foreign trade of Persia 
is with gold standard countries the great increase in 
the exchange value of the kran ought to encourage 
imports and decrease exports of commodities. The 
statistics, however, do not show that this has happened, 
probably because prices abroad have increased as much 
as the exchange has fallen; the ratio of imports to ex- 
ports has been normal, imports being 58 per cent. and 
exports 42 per cent. of the total value of foreign trade. 

A great reduction in quantity of commodities 
imported is shown when one compares the figures for 
the vears ending March, 1914, and March, 1918. 


1914. 1918. 

cw. cw. 
NET © 9 « siuidtenbbninniemiiseealitaies 2 500,000 960,000 
Cation ties a. i.ccisecc: 420,000 235,000 
Woollen tissues ......... 8,700 2,200 
SS) a ok a 90 O00 30,000 


In 1918 the value in krans, at the port of entry, 
of sugar, has increased by 100 per cent., cotton tissues 
by 10 per cent., and woollen tissues by 30 per cent. 
In 1914 340,000 tons of foreign goods were imported 
of a value of krans 630,000,000 (£11,700,000) and in 
the latter year only 250,000 tons valued at krans 
470,000,000 (£14,500,000). The value in krans at 
port of entry of most imports has increased in spite of 
the favourable exchanges. The further great increase 
in inland charges has raised the actual price paid by the 
consumer to three or four times pre-war prices. 

Similarly the quantity of commodities exported has 
greatly diminished during the last two years of the war. 
Exports of raw cotton, silk, wool, carpets, rice and 
other grain, dried fruits and nuts, have been reduced 
to a third or fourth of former quantities. Exports of 
opium have been maintained and exports of petroleum, 
a new industry not yet fully developed, have greatly 
increased during the last few years. The kran prices 
of most of these articles have fallen, with the excep- 
tion of opium and foodstuffs which have risen. The 
severe drought and famine in 1917 accounted ior a 
decrease in exports of foodstuffs. A comparison of the 
exports, excluding petroleum, in the years ending March, 
1914 and 1918, shows that in the former vear 240,000 
tons of Persian products exported were valued at krans 
410,000,000 (£7,600,000) and in the latter year only 
105,000 tons valued at krans 196,000,000 (£6,500,000). 
Evidently the increased war prices obtained abroad 
have counterbalanced the fall in exchange. 

DIVERSION OF TRADE. 

There has been very marked diversion of trade from 
accustomed channels. In 1913 the distribution of the 
total import and export trade of Persia was:—Russia 
63 per cent., Eritish Empire 21 per cent., and other 
countries 14 per cent. The first cause of diversion of 
trade was the closing of the Dardanelles, which diverted 
trafic by the Black Sea route with Persia and re-opened 
the Bag shdad-Kermanshah route to trade via the Per- 
sian Gulf. Lastly anarchy in Russia has almost com- 
pletely interrupted trade with that country. Cotton 
tissues and other goods formerly supplied to Persia 
mainly from Russia are now being sent in considerable 
quantities from India, through Persia, to the Caucasus 
and Transcaspia. 

On account of war difficulties of communication and 
direct shipment between Persia and Great Britain 
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much commercial business formerly done direct with 
Great Britain has been transacted in Bombay. The 
comparative returns of the trade of Great Britain and 
India with Persia for the years ending 20th March, 1914 
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1917-18 principally affects textiles, sugar, timber, linen, 
hemp, jute and cotton thread, tea, clothing, tobacco, 
ete. There is, however, an increase as regards matches. 
petroleum, iron and steel, paper and live animals., Ex. 


and 1918 were as follows:— ports from Persia to Russia amounted to krans 
1914 1918 162,076,298 for 1917-18, as compared with krans 

ila “hie 299,429,196 for the previous year, a decrease ot krans 

| ee Krans. , rans. 137,352,903, or 46 per cent. it, Mennins, tn Pie 
Peper Serer os pronenedgied 170,000,000 partly to the measures taken by the Persian Govern. 
(£2,400,000) (£0,600,000) ment to prevent the export of foodstuffs, and attects 
ee 2 pera vier gated 253,000,000 principally fruits, raw cotton, rice, opium, raw wool, 
(£1,900,000) (£8,400,000 raw hides, cereals, silk, silk goods and carpets. On 


the other hand, the increase shown in the exports of 
live animals and tresh and salted meat is due to the 
fact that the Russian military authorities, in spite of 
the prohibition decreed by the Persian Government, 
exported numbers of live and slaughtered animals 
coming from the Azerbaidjan. 

Russia, which always occupied first place in the list 
of countries in commercial relations with Persia, has 
been obliged to give way to the British Empire, the 
imports from which actually became three times as 
ereat as those of Russia. Before the war they were no 
more than half. Eeypt occupies third place in the list 
of countries, due solely to the fact that commerce with 
other nations being seriously affected by the war large 
quantities of sugar were imported from Egyptian refin- 
eries, and petroleum was exported from Persia to 


Probably there will be a readjustment when former 
postal, telegraph, and shipping facilities are resumed. 


Trade with India continued to increase because the 
Persian Gulf route was more or less free from the incon- 
veniences and dangers of war. ‘The British imports 
into Persia showed a marked increase in 1917-18, and 
amounted to krans 313,136,268, showimg an increase 
ot krans 83,621,276 compared with 1916-17. It must 
be stated that this sum includes the value of krans 
$,433,047 of different goods imported by the British 
military authorities for their troops quartered in the 
ports of the Persian Gulf. 

The increase in Indian trade is principally made up 
of cotton and woollen textiles, sugar (mostly from Hong- 
kong), iron goods, rice, farinaceous foods, cereals, 
indigo, coal, clothing, ete. It is, however, certain that 
the goods, which are stated to be of Anglo-Indian origin, 
are in reality of Japanese origin, and pass through 
British India betore being re-exported to Persia. It 
must also be stated that the increases in exports are 


Kevptian ports. 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 
Persia is a large country, but the population is only 
about seven to eight millions, and can be overstocked. 


due to the fact that the price of most of the products It uses a silver standard currency. The rate of ex. 
has greatly increased, and also that large quantities of change on London in 1916 was krans’54 per £; it is 
goods were sent by the Northern route of Pritish India now krans 26. There is considerable risk in long- 


dated operations in Persian currency. On account of 


for export to Persia by the Seistan. 
war restrictions on imports and exports, and owing 
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British Empire now First. | ‘- y 

In 1913-14. ¢] insecurity of roads and insufficient means of transport, 
T ee?’ Le)- . > rear s “ N a? BD be = > ‘ *é . » . fo — 7 ' P ° . . ee 
3-14, the year before the war, the total value the kran prices of commodities are exceptionally high, 


ot Eritish imports reached krans 177,954,608, and this 
value is now doubied. The total imports from British 
sources represents approximately 65 per cent. of the 
whole imports of Persia, and have taken the place for- 
merly occupied by Russian goods. ‘he figures of im- 
ports froin the Hritish Empire are greater than the 
Persian exporis to the British Empire. This unfavour- 
able balance for Persia became less in 1917-18, though 
if the value of petroleum, sources of which are ex- 
ploited in Persia, and the value of silver, are deducted 
from the total of exports, only a sum of krans 41,746,283 
remains. ‘The British Empire therefore obtained from 


and should not be taken as a fair basis for calculating 
the probable margin of profit obtainable under norma! 
conditions. ‘The available means of transport in the 
country being insufticient, there is much delay 
in getting goods forwarded, and as trade increases the 


congestion ot ratte will hecome more acute. 





BRITISH BUSINESS MEN IN BRAZIL. 


ENGAGEMENTS BY AMERICAN FIRMS. 


From the Acting British Consul, Sao Paulo.) 
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= o u oalines wrieaged revieee of goods, and in For some time past there have been numerous cases 
*O . SO) i< "' } < . . . ‘ 4 <Awo ° be . . - > ‘ - . a: , , : . « a. . : od 1 
return =O I Kral 1S 29) > é 78,082, abi put sSeVE n times as ot | ritish subjects leaving their British employ ers in 


much. As a result of this, British and Indian trade 
now stands first among foreign countries both in im- 
ports and in exports. 


Brazil and joining American firms. The matter, now 
that the war is over, has taken another and a more im- 
portant phase. I: is now not the younger men who afe 
leaving British firms but those holding important posi 
tions, such as managers and sub-managers. Two 
tremely important cases have taken place in Sao Paulo 
alone during the last tew months. 

With regard to the exodus of Englishmen irom 
British to American firms, there are but few, if anY, 
eases of one leaving a local British firm for an Americal. 
In all cases the firms that are losing these men are firms 
with Head Offices in England, and it would be we!! 
analyse the causes of this. | 

CAUSES. 


Tue Russian DECLINE. 

The aggravated economic situation of Russia and 
the measures of export prohibitions of the Russian 
Government have had their inevitable effect on the 
commerce of that country with Persia. The imports 
from Russia, which in 1916-17 reached krans 
227,415,251, fell to a value of krans 107,482,215 for 
1917-18. In reality this decrease is more pronounced 
‘because the price of the greater part of the goods in- 
creased and because the total importations includes 
krans 4,910,892 of goods and munitions imported by The causes are mainly these:— 
the Russian military authorities for the supply of troops (i) The local British firm has, as a rule, its ownels, 
operating in Persia, and also krans 8,184,980 of silver jf not its principal Directors, in the country itself; they 
money for these troops. The value of commercial im- are therefore on the spot and know the conditions 
ports reached krans 94,386,343. In-1918-14 they life better than the home firm. They do not pay 2DY 
amounted -to krans 333,888;133,.from which must be taxes in England, they see the price in Brazil coIDg Up, 
deducted krans 4,518,500 silver money, and show a ) 


and pay the employees they consider worth keeping 
decrease of 270 per cent. The decrease shown in more generously than do the firm registered in England. 
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ii) The Registered firms in England have, as a rule, 
a board of directors, some of whom have at some time 
or other been in Brazil. They are therefore under the 
impression that the conditions that ruled when they 
were in the country, possibly ten or more years ago, are 
the same to-day, and, as a rule, pooh-pooh any sug 
tion regarding increased salary made by their local 


Bes: 
manager. 

There have been several cases where the local manager 
has written, telegraphed, begged and beseeched tkat 
such-and-such a man should get a rise. Nothing was 
done, and the man, giving up all hope, accepts a post 
which has been oftered to him probably months betore. 

CHANGING CONDITIONS IN Brazin. 

The Board ot Directors at home do not realise in how 
fluid a state Brazil is. A State like S. Paulo, which 
at present is flourishing, may in a few years, through 
bad government, be bankrupt, and States hke that of 


‘Rahia and the Amazon, which are at present bankrupt, 


under good government become flourishing and rich. 

In the North of Brazil, where local revolutions sare 
pait and parcel of the political situation, and constant 
occurrences, no man at home who has been out of the 
country for several years can say with exactitude that 
he knows the country. The best he can say is that 
he knew a certain part of the country at such-and-such 
a period, 

The non-realisation of this fact by Boards in England 
and, in consequence, the over-ruling by them in many 
cases of suggestions made by their local managers, is 
probably the main cause for the loss to British firms 
out here of their best men. 

The sooner the Boards of Directors at home realise 
the necessity of sending someone out here at least once 
every two years, who will intelligently study the matter 
of the cost of living. conditions, ete., on his own ac- 
count, or, tailing this, will listen to suggestions made 
by local managers, the sooner will this serious loss of 


important members of British firms be stopped. 


_ 


THe Youncer MEN. 

Now, as regards the younger men who have lett 
British firms. If, later on, some have to seek other 
employment they have, during their stay in American 
houses, gained higher salaries, have held more important 
posts than in their late British firms, and bave un- 
doubtedly gained valuable experiences which will place 
them in a better position for looking out for another job 
than had they staved on in an inferior post in a British 
frm. ‘There is, therefore, little hope of seeing them 
return to posts of a nondescript nature in their old or 
any other British firm. 

A new American firm arriving here a short time ago 
announced that they wanted fifteen clerks, mostly 
British if possible. One British firm lost three men 
straight away. 

THe AMEnican METHOD. 

The American firms opening here and those already 
existing get orders from their Head Offices which really 
amount to “‘eo to it.’’ and no extra worries abcut 
salaries, clerks, ete., are put in the local manager's 
Way. Ii he wants an extra man he gets him. In this 
respect, as soon as firms in the United Kingdom see 
business here in this light, the sooner will the loss of 
men cease. 

It is to be hoped that in future there will be less 
Cause for complaints from British firms here on such 
foints as loss of business through want of staff. 


——— 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
POLICY. 


THE PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH. 


In moving the adjournment of the House of Com- 
mons on Monday, the Prime Minister reviewed the 
commercial and industrial position in the United King- 
dom, and announced the policy which the Government: 
propose to pursue with regard to both. 








The main points of the speech in the case of the 

Government’s trade policy were :— 

TRADE. 
(1) Import restrictions will cease on Ist September. 
(2) Proposals will be submitted to Parliament to deat 
effectively with dumping. 
is proposed that the Board of Trade shall be 
equipped with emergency powers to check a sudden 
and undue importation of goods at prices altogether 
below the cost of production in the United Kingdom 
owing to the collapse of exchanges. ; 

(4) [t is proposed that the Board of Trade shall have 
power to prohibit the import, except under licence, 
of goods which are in competition with key indus- 
tries. 

(9) Research and invention are to be encouraged. 

(6) A Water Power Development Bill wiil be introduced 
in the Autumn Session. 

(7) In order to promote trade within the Kmpire the 
[Imperial Investigation Board is at work with a view 
to carrying out schenies for improved communica- 
tlOns. 


(3) Tt 


(8) A scheme for furnishing credits amounting to 
£26,000.090 to certain European countries is being 
formulated. 


INPUSTRY. 

The Prime Minister summarised the Government's 
proposals for dealing with the industrial situation im 
the following terms :— 

“We see that the country is in peril under under-produe 
tion. We propose to meet that by removing the causes of 
under-production—want of transport, shortage of labour, 
labour unresi. We propose to deal with the latter by first 
of all appealing to everybody who has got the ear cf Labour 
and ot emplovers to bring home the facts. Then, in so far 
as the Government are concerned, by dealing with questions 
of excessive hours, minimum wage, unemployment, by the 
prowiotion of arrangements between employers and labour 
tor giving the worker a voice in the control of the conditions 
of his industry, for giving him a share in the prosperity oi 
the industry by pressing forward the legislative powers with 
which we have been equipped by this House, for the im- 
prerement of the social conditions of the people—notably im 
housing; and when von come to coal, then there will be the 
nationalisation of minerals, raising a substantial fund to 
increase the social conditions and amenities of hte of the 
mine workers, proposals for the unification and reorganisa- 
tion of the industry to prevent waste, proposals for giving 
the miners a voice in the new organisation of the industry. 
That is a summary of the proposals which we put forward im 


s 


regard to Labour.’’ 
THE SPFECH. 

The speech is summarised below from the Official 
Report of Debates :— 

The Prime Minister (Mr. Llovd George): In moving the 
Motion which stands in my name, I propose, with the leave 
of the House, to review the trade and the industrial position 
of this country. The country. of which I have to take a 
survey, is so very wide and so sweeping that it will be im- 
possible for me in the picture to do anything beyond noting 
the broader aspects of the landscape. TI only propose to dea? 
with the trade and industrial position. There are advan- 
tages in making the review now rather than at an earlier 
period of the vear. Earlier in the year there was a good 
deal of obscurity, and there were a great many uncertainties 
in the situation—uncertainties that have been cleared up 
since then. During the time I was at the Peace Conference 
[ had the privilege of meeting a good many experts from 
many lands, and debating and discussing with them the 
whole of the industrial position throughout the world. Now 
that T recall some of the things that they predicted, I can 
see that not even the astutest amongst them foresaw 
exactly the course that events have taken. There have been 
many things they feared which have never cecurred; many 
apprehensions whick have been dispelled by events. On the 
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other hand, there are many circumstances, to which they did 
not attach importance, which events have shown to be of a 
magnitude of which all Governments must take note. Both 
irom the bright and the gloomy side, I cannot say that any 
expert could, or at any rate did, accurately forecast the 
course of events six months ago. That is one advantage. 
The other advantage is that I am making my statement 
on behalf of the Government on the eve of the Adjournment, 
und | propose, after reviewing the situation, to place before 
the House and the country a series of suggestions and pro- 
posals which the Government have formulated to deal with 
many of the difficulties which have arisen. They are put 
forward with a view to discussion. They are put forward 
with a view to enabling Members to consult with their Con- 
stituents, and with others who have first-hand knowledge of 
the business complexities of this and other countries, and 
50 to come back and to assist in improvement by the adoption 
of some suggestions, and the elimination of others which may 
not appear, on reconsideration, to be worthy of adoptioh cr 
have a strengthening tendency, which may appear inadequate 
to the needs of the situation. All I am going to ask at this 
stage is that the country, that everybody, realising the 
gravity of the position, will give a fair and impartial con- 
sideration to the suggestions put forward. I ask them to 
realise that the future of the land depends upon the way in 
which these difficulties are faced, and the way in which 
Parliament attempts to grapple with these questions. 


CHANGE FROM WAR TO PEACE CONDITIONS. 


Before I begin a closer examination of the trade and in- 
dustrial position, I should like to say one word about those 
who seemed to-expect that the moment the War was over 
we should instantly return to the normal. Nay, more than 
that, that things should be even better than before the War, 
and that immediately on the click of the switch of Peace 
everything would leap back again to the normal, and be 
exactly as it was in 1914. Finance normal. Trade normal. 
industry normal. Production normal. Labour normal. No 
wan who imagines that can have realised for a moment the 
caagnitude of the disturbing events of the last five years, 
aud certainly he can never have read the lessons of history. 
!t is necessary that I should just remind those who still take 
that view what really has happened. If a house is shaken or 
demolished you may build a better structure instead of it, 
but the new structure does not pop out of the ground like 
Aladdin’s Palace on the rubbing of Aladdin’s lamp; you 
have to build it! 

The cost of the War, the agony and the cost of the War, 
the direct cost of the War to the world was £40,000,000,000, 
spent, not in reproductive enterprise, but spent largely in 
destruction. How can we expect to return to the normal 
immediately that expenditure is over? Why, if 40,000,000 of 
able-bodied voung men were to take a holiday for four vears, 
if they were withdrawn from the task of reproduction and 
wealth-creation, in Europe and America, and simply took a 
holiday for that period, during which they had had £1,000 
placed at their disposal to expend, it would give some sort 
of a notion of what war on this gigantic scale means. But 
nobody would expect at the end of the four years everything 
to be the same. What are the difficulties that arose imme- 
diately on the cessation of hostilities? Let me summarise 
them. 

THE DIFFICULTIES. 

First of all, you have the change from war to peace con- 
ditions. I remember when I was Minister of Munitions how 
long it took the industries of this country to change from 
peace to war conditions. Ii will take them just as long to 
adapt the machinery and the workshops of this country to 
peace conditions after they have been working on war 
material for two or three years. 

There was a widespread doubt as to prices. There was an 
expectation that there would be a great fall in prices except 
in iron and steel, because everybody anticipated that the 
withdrawal of the subsidies would result in an increase of 
price. There is nothing more paralysing than a doubt of 
that kind for trade. Contractors wese shy and even shud- 
dered at orders. Orders were often even shyer. No cne 
quite knew what was going to happen in respect to prices. 
There was a shortage of labour owing to the fact that de- 
mobilisation necessarily took time. There was a shortage of 
material. There were great transport difficulties—with 
which I propose to deal later. 

Then there were stories of great accumulated stocks of 
manufactured goods in foreign countries which, on the sig- 
nature of Peace, would rush into this country and depress 
prices. My right hon. Friend (Sir A. Geddes) and his pre- 
decessor had to deal with that situation, and to restore con- 
fidence. My right hon. Friend took the necessary steps, which 
turned out to be eminently successful. He imposed a cer- 
tain number of restrictions on imports by Orders terminating 
on lst September next. That gave the community a sense 
of security, at any rate, up till Ist September. They could 
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manufacture and deal in goods without the fear of this 
great inrush of accumulated stock coming into the country. 
The contractor could safely launch out-without fear of the 
ice cracking under him. 

Then the supply of labour considerably improved. From 
the three Services—Navy, Army, and Air—3,600,000 men 
have already been demobilised. Out of that enormous mass 
of able-bodied men there are only 350,000 who have not yet 
been absorbed in industry. I think that is a great achieve- 
ment, and my right hon. Friends are very much to be con- 
gratulated upon the successful way they have dealt with this 
very difficult problem. 

Trade has steadily improved. But we have still our worst 
troubles to face. Let us have the facts with regard to these 
matters, because, unless we realise what are the facts it will 
be impossible either to propose or to consider remedies. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

The first outstanding fact is this: the alarming adverse 
trade balance. Before the War, we had the greatest inter- 
national trade in the world, looking at the size of the 
country, looking at its configuration, looking at its resources. 
It is a country which must necessarily depend upon inter- 
national trade—always must. Before the War, if you took 
our export of manufactured goods, we sold £9 per head of 
the population of the United Kingdom, Germany sold £5 10s, 
per head of her population, France sold £4 4s. per head of 
her population, to customers across the sea. The United 
States of America sold £2 10s. per head of her population. 
[f you add to that the carrying trade—we did half the carry- 
ing trade of the world! If you add to that insurance, com- 
missions, banking, all the international services which we 
rendered in an exceptional degree, you will find thai the 
disparity between us and our very nearest rival is very great, 
and that shows the extent to which we depended on our in- 
ternational trade. It amounis to £45 per household of the 
United Kingdom. 

How do we stand? Before the War our imports exceeded 
our exports by £150,000,000. In January last our exports 
were £47,000,000, and this last July our exports were 
£65,000,000, but our imports less re-exports in July were 
£141,000.000, and if that were the rate that we maintained, 
instead of an adverse balance of £150,000,000 we should have 
an adverse balance of very nearly £1,000,000,000. But take 
the average throughout the year the adverse balance will be 
between £700,000,000 and £800,900,000. That is our adverse 
balance before the War. It was £150,000,000, and our ad- 
verse balance at the present rate—and I must get this fact 
home to the mind of everybody in the United Kingdom, be- 
cause unless it is brought home there is no salvation for this 
country—is nearly £800,000,000. 

Pre-War Position. 

How did we reach £150,000,000 before the War? We had 
advanced £4,000,000,000 to the world, and we were getting 
an interest of something like £200,000,000 per annum. Then 
our shipping trade, our insurance, and commissions and 
other services came to another £150,000,000, and so we got 
invisible exports amounting to £350,000,000. Therefore we 
had a balance on that account of £200,000,000 in our favour. 
On mere buying and selling there was an adverse balance oi 
£150,000,000, but on the whole balance of trade, our finance 
and shipping business, we made a profit of £200,000,000 a 
vear. We had a balance of £200,000,000 a year in our 
trading with the world. 

What happened to that? We reinvested it almost every 
year, and the result was the indebtedness of the world to us 
was increasing rapidly every vear, and more especially during 
the last seven or eight years before the War. What has 
happened since the War?’ We have sold £1,000,000,000 ot 
our foreign securities in payment for war material for our- 
selves and our Allies. We have borrowed probably another 
€1 200,000,000 from America more particularly, and Canada. 
for the same purpose. It is perfectly true that the Allies 
owe us a sum that I cannot recall for the moment, but it 1s 
a very considerable figure, and I think in round figures 1 
amounts to £1,800,000,000, and that includes Russia. We 
are debtors to the West, we are creditors to the East, the 
rising sun is our debtor and the sunset is our creditor, and 
as Russia is included in the first, I am afraid the stocks of 
the dawn are not particularly good security at the present 
moment. 

Apverse Trape Balance. 

Let the House take the summary. As far as receipts are 
concerned, from our foreign investments we are down 
£100,000,000. We have got to pay an adverse balance on 
trade of £800,000,000. We must bridge that chasm, for at 
the bottom of it is ruin. We are building the temporary 
bridge now by borrowing, not State borrowing but by trader 
horrowing, by running into debt for raw materials, and for 
food. That will only add to the catastrophe by your :¢ 
vancing further on the bridge, which is a shaky one, and 
vou are advancing with increasing weight along it. That 
the position with regard to international trade. 
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NATIONAL INDFBTEDNESS. 

I have given the figures with regard to our adverse trade 
balance, and [ now come to another feature. The national 
indebtedness is another disquieting feature. Before the 
War our National Debt was £645,000,000, and we were dis- 
turbed by it. Our interest and Sinking Fund was 
£24,500,000. To-day our National Debt is £7,800,000,000, 
and against that we have the indebtedness of the Allies and 
the Dominions, and India, of £1,800,000,000, but the interest 
and Sinking Fund together would amount to £400,000,000. 
That is our debt, and instead of costing £24,000,000 it will 
involve an annual charge of £400,000,000. Pensions, an ab- 
solutely new charge, amount to £190,000,000 per annum. 
Iam going to say something about finance later on, but I 
want for the purposes of a review of the position to assume 
that you cut the cost of the Army and Navy down to the 
lowest figure any sane person can figure. Assume that for 
the moment, and still the pay is treble, the cost of material 
is double, and whatever vou may cut down to within the 
limits of safety the cost must be enormously increased. 
Before the War it was £80,000.000. Then there is another 
factor. A good deal has been said about public expenditure, 
but there is not nearly enough said about private expendi- 
ture, which in the aggregate is a much more formidable 
figure. I say nothing of the expenditure due toa rational 
uplifting of the standard of living, but there is another ex- 

nditure which would not be justified under the circum- 
stances of the moment. 


DIMINISHED PRODUCTION. 

To meet these conditions of an adverse trade balance which 
is alarming. an increased expenditure which is inevitable 
from the reasons I have given apart altogether from any 
criticism which may be directed against this Department or 
another, pensions, Sinking Fund and interest on debts, there 
is but one resource and one way of meeting it, and that is 
by increase of production. What are the facts there? | 

There is almost a sensational decrease in output. The out- 
put is less than ever, and that_is true of every branch of 
production except agriculture, where you have had an in- 
crease during the War. I have inquired in every direction 
and the output is sensibly diminished in every branch of in- 
dustry. We are spending more, we are earning less, we are 
consuming more, we are producing less. Those are the facts 
of the situation, and it cannot last. 

Coat. 

Take coal. It enters into everything, almost every form 
of production, every manufacture, iron and steel, textile. 
shipping. In coal you have a most alarming fact. There 
could be no more serious blow at the business, the trade and 
the industrv of this country than a diminution in the output 
of coal. Our trade depends more upon it than upon any 
other commodity. It fetches and carries, it goes to the shop. 
and fetches the goods, carries them back and pays for them. 
Food, raw material—coal fetches them, and coal pays for 
them. Before the War 287,000,000 tons were produced per 
annum in this country. At the present rate there will he 
200.000.0009 tons produced, and that is a diminution of 
87,000.90) tons per annum in the output of coal. T[ believe 
last vear it was 220,000,000 tons. That is not due to the 
fact that vou have fewer men engaged in the coal business 
than you had in 1914. On the contrary, you had 1,110,000 
in 1914, and vou have 1.141,000 engaged in the same industry 
now, so that there has been an increase in the numbers em- 
ployed. With regard to the price, there has been an in- 
crease which is most disconcerting for all those who are 
engaged in anv industry that is dependent largely upon 
coal. A ton of coal raised in 1913 cost 10s. at the pit head: 
on 16th July last it cost 26s. The fact is that we are not 
producing or handling as much per man as we were pro- 
ducing or handling on the 4th August, 1914. This reduction 
in output is the outstanding feature of the moment. It is 
one which causes the greatest anxiety and apprehension and 
unless by concerted effort it is removed, the future is indeed 
dark. Tt is partly responsible for the abnormally high price 
which is the inevitable outcome where the supply is less than 
the demand, and it handicaps us in competition with other 
countries where production is greater and cheaper. I have 
had reports recently that in the United States, where wages 
are higher and where the hours of labour are longer, the 
labour cost in proportion to the article produced is less. 
If that is the case, then competition is impossible, and let 
me say at once no tariff would ever remedy that. 


ApVERSE EXCHANGE. 

[ should like to say a word about the effect upon the ex- 
changes. Unless you pav the adverse balance by means of 
goods it must have the effect of depreciating the purchasing 
quality of vour coin. At the present moment in the United 
States of America the British sovereign is worth 17s. 6d. It 
is less than 17s. 6d. That is due to the fact that we are not 
paying for the goods we are getting, either food or raw 
materials, by goods that we are producing here. 
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The fact that the imports at the present moment are almost 
exclusively food and raw materials makes it more serious. 
Under the Order that is still in force most manufactured 
goods are excluded until the lst September, so that the ad- 
verse balance is upon the actual essentials of existence and 
of business in this country. That must be redressed if we 
are to keep our place as a great and prosperous community. 
The cardinal feature of the moment—I am sorry to have to 
use these phrases, but they are calculated and they have to 
be considered—is that we are not paying our way. 

NATIONAL WEARINESS. 

Let me examine the reasons for diminished production. 
The first one | am glad to say is vanishing. It is the change 
from war to peace conditions. The machinery is being 
adapted for that purpose, and I do not think at the momeni 
that is a cause which is responsible for even a perceptible 
percentage of the under-production. The other is the re- 
newal, the repair and the cleaning of machinery. That is a 
process that has been going on for the last three months, but 
it has slowed down very considerably owing to the lack of 
labour. Let us take a third cause. Everybody is suffering 
from the terrible strain of the War. Nerves are jagged and 
sore. I am not sure that we make sufficient allowance for 
that and for the nervous reaction. There is no surer sign of 
ruffled nerves than the general disposition to grumble and 
grouse about everything and everybody. Everybody is com- 
plaining of everybody else. Everybody is complaining of the 
management, whether of the country or of business, and 
trade unionists complain of their leaders. 

They are complaining of Governments; they complain of 
the existing order of things; they complain of Providence. 
It is prevalent throughout the world. It is not merely here; 
it is in France, it is in Germany, and to a less extent you get 
it in the United States of America. The world is suffering 
from shell-shock on a great scale, and the habitude of in- 
dustry has not been quite recovered. We do not make 
enough allowance for that. When you have led a different 
life, a good deal of it wasted, not working; it is difficult in 
two, three, or four years after that quite to get into the 
frame of mind to make you stand by a machine for eight or 
nine hours a day. But I wish that were all. It is true that 
hours of labour have also been reduced. One of the argu- 
ments for the reduction of hours of labour that I have heard 
in this House for the last twenty or thirty years was that you 
would not have less production, but, on the contrary, that you 
might increase it, and that you would certainly improve its 
quality. I have heard it many a time when I used to vote 
for the Eight Hours Bill for Miners, I have heard it on the 
Seven Hours Movement, and I have heard it whenever there 
has been any discussion on the reduction of hours. Unfor- 
tunately, the fact is that with that substantial reduction in 
the hours of labour you have had a reduction in output al- 
most in mathematical proportion to the diminution in the 
number of hours. | 

RESTRICTION OF OvuTPUT. 

As far as I have been able to discover, it is true of almost 
all the trades where there has been a reduction. It may 
be merely temporary. Are we quite sure there is not some- 
thing more? Is there not an element in some trades, and 
amongst a certain number of men engaged in those trades, 
of deliberate and concerted slowing down? I do not think 
that that is confined to labour. I have had some evidence of 
it amongst employers and amongst managers. I+ is a severe 
charge to bring against emplovers that they are ‘‘ca’ing 
canny,’ but in some industries I have had some evidence of 
that. It may he due to trade conditions; it may be due to 
other reasons which I will not investigate. For the moment 
Tam simply taking the facts. There is evidence of slackness. 
The effort has got to be quickened, tightened; employers. 
managers, foremen, workmen, must put their backs into it 
to save the country. 

One reason why labour is being induced to lend counten- 
ance to that policy is a reason which is creditable to its in- 
tentions and its desires. It is due to the fallacy that the 
less you work the more work there will be for others. There 
never was a more fatal error, there never was a more fatal 
fallacy. You have only got to look at the coal trade. The 
reduction in the output of coal is at the present moment de- 
priving people of employment. If it goes on, it will throw 
hundreds of thousands out of employment in this country. 
You have only got to work it out to its inevitable conse- 
quence, and you will find that to deliberately reduce output 
means in the end all-round unemployment on a gigantic 
scale. It is important, therefore, that that fallacy should 
be exploded, especially by those who speak with authority 
to labour. It is difficult for them to speak [Hon. Memsers: 
‘No, no: we can speak out all right!’’] I know the cour- 
age of my hon. Friends, and I am perfectly certain that they 
would do so, because they realise as well as anyone else does 
in this House that it is a very dangerous policy to pursue and 
encourage, and a disastrous one for labour. The price of food 
will go up, the cost of material will go up, and, what is still 
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worse, we will not get food in this country, because you can- 
not live for ever on borrowed tood. You will not get raw 
material to this country. There will be no work for those 
who manipulate and transform and transfigure it into the 
heautitul things that British hands can transfigure any 
material into. There will be no work. It 1s a disastrous 
policy tor ali classes. 
RalLWway AND Dock CONGESTION. 

There are other causes which are contributing. One is 
the block on the railways and in the docks. That is a very 
Important problem. One reason is that the railways are not 
in perfect repair and cannot be repaired. Locomotives, 
wagons, have not been kept in repair: cranes are out of re- 
pair. The nation was too busy to attend to them; it was 
fighting tor its life, and they have all suffered from neglect. 
We have not been able to keep up the number of wagons; 
we ought to have increased them. Thousands, nay, tens of 
thousands of wagons and locomotives were sent to France. 
Many of them are destroved: many of them are still there 
in the essential work of clearing up the country and for the 
Army of Occupation. The result is the block on the railways 
and in the docks. ‘Traders also are partly responsible. It 
strikes me that in the end I shall not have a friend left. I 
have had to say something to labour, to emplovers, to man- 
agers, and now I have to say something to the trader, The 
trader is not discharging his goods and cargoes from wagons 
as rapidly as he ought to. He is using them more than ever 
as a warehouse on wheels. He is sending goods in what are 
called small packages, instead of filing the wagons to their 
full capacity; so that, when you have got the wagons and 
locomotives of this country reduced in number, you have 
only got two-thirds of the capacity for the rest. 


REMEDIES. 


1 think I have dealt with the causes of the reduction in 
output; now | come to the remedy. I have dealt with the 
change from war to peace work, with the repair and renewal 
ot plant. The block on the railways will be dealt with under 
the Ministry of Transport Act. My right hon. Friend the 
new Minister of Transport is equipped with full powers to 
deal with that situation, and I have no doubt at all that, 
with his usual energy, he will lose no time in coming to grips 
with it. But in order to enable him to deal effectively with 
it he must have the assistance ot evervbody. He must have 
the assistance of the trader, ot officials on the railways, of 
the officials in the docks, and ot the general public. I am 
going to make an appeal to hon. Members of this House 
and to all those who have the ear ot the public outside, 
wheiher in the Press or on the plattorm, to bring home the 
vital importance of all these questions to the minds of the 
peop'e in every trade and industry of the country. Unless 
they realise how essential al] these things are to the interests 
of the nation, to their own interests, I do not believe that it 
will be possible to get all classes to pull themselves together. 


AN UNDERSTANDING WITH LABOUR. 


Labour demands an understanding as to the future, and, 
I think, the nation must come to an understanding with 
Labour. What Labour says is—and I have made a good 
deal of direct inquiry from those who are in a position to 
f!now—what Labour says now is: ‘* We realise all that you 
tell us about production. We are not holding up society. 
We do not believe in direct action ’’—and I believe that that 
is true of the vast majority of the working classes—‘‘ but we 
are as human as anybody else, and we do not work well, any 
more than anybody else, unless we work with a will; and we 
cannot work with a will unless the conditions of our work 
are far and satisfactory.’’ The advice I give to all those 
who are concerned in the future of British industry—and we 
ail are—is to look that statement honestly and fearlessly in 
the face and examine it and see what there is in it. We 
must examine it in no spirit of challenge, in no spirit of re- 
sentment, but in a spirit of justice and fair-play and, I may 
say, examine it in the new spirit of comradeship which has 
heen created by the War. I make the appeal, not merely 
to employers, but to Labour. I ask the employers to ex- 
amine the claims of Labour in that new spirit, but I ask 
Labour to press their claims in the same spirit. Then, I 
think, an understanding will be arrived at. 

What are the complaints of labour?’ I might almost say, 
with regard to some of them, what were the complaints of 
labour? The first is that the hours were too long for the 
human frame to egdure, or that they were inadequate to 
provide leisure to enjoy the amenities or acquire the refine- 
ments of life. In the second place, the complaint was that 
the wages were insufficient in a multitude of cases to sustain 
the strength and vigour of the worker, to maintain the 
comfort of his home, and to bring up a family worthy 
}hysically and mentally to become citizens of a great Em- 
pire. Let us confess, whatever we have done in the last 
two or three years to redress these wrongs, that for a genera- 
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tion we did not pay the heed to them we ought to have done, 
There were too many sweated trades. There were hundreds 
of thousands of able-bodied men on the 4th August, 1914, who 
were labouring hard tor wages that were a disgrace to the 
Flag tor which they went to fight. There has been a notable 
advance during the last two or three vears, I am pleased to 
say, both in the hours of labour and in wages. On an aver. 
age the wages have more than doubled, and the hours of 
Jabour have been diminished to forty-four or forty-eight a 
week. If there had been purely the increase in the wage 
without the diminution in the hours, 1 agree that Labour 
would practically be exactly where it was at the beginning 
of the War. These reductions in hours and these increases 
in wages will be impossible to maintain if production re 
mains at its present level. The War taught military men 
that it was easier to capture a position than to retain it, 
That is a lesson for Labour. They have captured much more 
advanced positions than they have ever held before. 
INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL. 

There has been an Industrial Council set up of representa- 
tive employers and representative workmen who have been 
sitting for months examining together all these various 
problems—the problem of hours, the problem of wages, the 
problem of unemployment, the problem ot control—and | 
am very glad to say that they have reached a very fair 
measure ot agreement upon two or three of those problems, 
Amoug others, they have reached an agreement upon the 
problem of hours and the problem of wages. A measure hag 
been prepared by my right hon. Friend the Minister of 
Labour to deal with both hours and wages. He introduced 
it to-day at the commencement of Business and it will be in 
the hands of hon, Members to-morrow. It represents the 
agreement arrived at between employers and workmen on 
this important Council. They have taken weeks, | might 
even say months, to consider it. They have examined it in 
every detail. In substance it means the declaration of a 
forty-eight-hour week tor all the industries of the country, 
with two or three exceptions -domestic and outdoor servants 
except where employed for the purpose of gain, masters and 
crew of sea-going ships, and persons emploved in agricuiture, 
It also provides for a living wage for those who are engaged 
in industry in this country. These measures will be in the 
hands of hon. Members to-morrow, and they are, | think, 
the most important measures dealing with Labour problems 
which have ever been submitted to the judgment of this 
House. 

Co-CPERATION. 

What more ought to be done? Steps ought to be taken to 
humanise industry by the improvement of the conditions in 
the workshops. 4 am not sure that we are as advanced as 
even many of the workshops in Germany in this respect. 
We must secure the co-operation of Labour in industry, and 
make the workmen feel that they have an interest in the 
industry—not management, because you cannot manage 3 
husiness by a committee. Finance and the commercial side 
of industry you cannot manage by a committee. But, apart 
from that, there are two aspects of the question which de 
serve further consideration. The first is that the co-opera- 
tion otf workmen ought to be secured to a larger degree on 
the industrial side of an industry—the conditions under 
which the industry is carried on—which means not merely 
wages and hours, but a multitude of other matters which 
affect the comfort and efficiency of the workmen. The Com- 
mittees which bear your name, Mr. Deputy-Speaker, and 
with which you will always be honourablv associated, re 
present a great advance in this respect. National Commit- 
tees—Whitley Committees, if I may use the phrase—have 
already been set up in industries representing something like 
2,250,000 of the workmen of this country. Unfortunately, the 
local committees, the district committees, and the works com- 
mittees have not yet’ been set up. I could have wished it 
had been possible to begin at the bottom and work up to the 
top, rather than to begin at the top and work down to the 
bottom, because until that co-operation is secured in the 
works themselves, I do not think the aim you had in mind, 
Sir, will ever be achieved. The second point is that it will 
he desirable if possible to give workers a more real financial 
interest in the success of the industry. Unfortunately, ow- 
ing not to the merits of the proposal but rather to the cil- 
cumstances under which it was adopted profit-sharing has 
heen discredited in trade union circles and it is very difficult 
to get back upon an old suspicion. 





I wish that the problem 
of securing an interest for the worker in the business coul 
he considered anew apart from these prejudices, It ought 
not to be used and it must be clear that it is not to be used 
merely as a weapon to fight trade unions. 
PROFIT-SHARING. 

There have been many suggestions. One is that the 
workers should have an interest in the increase of output. 
With regard to these two problems, the problem of co-opera- 
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tion ot the worker in the conditions of the industry and the 
yroblem of giving the worker a more direct financial interest 
in waking the industry a success, I wish that employers and 
workmen would once more, meeting together, discussing the 
thing together with such aid as a Government Department 
can give in the circumstances, make another real effort to 
secure the joint action—I dislike using the term joint part- 
nership—of the worker and the employer in seeing that the 
industry upon the success of which both of them depend, and 
upon the success of which the whole life of the com- 
munitv depends, is made one which will bring prosperity to 
themselves and to all classes of the nation. 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND Sociat CONDITIONS. 


consideration is that of unemployment. Unemployment, I 
am afraid, is as inevitable as bad seasons, and it is the night- 
mare of every worker’s life. We have already established 
unemployment benefit for certain precarious trades, and we 
recently extended the application of its provisions. But the 
amount is hopelessly inadequate, and the trades which it 
covers are only a percentage of those engaged in industry in 
this country. The industry of the country as a whole ought 
to protect its workers against the prospect of this terrible 
calamity. There are many ways of dealing with it. There 
is the way in which it is dealt with in the cotton industry 
which, whenever there is a bad time coming, makes arrange- 
ments for short time in order to avoid dismissals. But if 
dismissals come, men who are prepared to work ought not 
to suffer starvation, and there must be an allowance. Until 
something is done I am afraid it is idle to go to the workers 
and try to convince them of the fallacy of the doctrine that 
less work means more employment. Fear is fatal to reason, 
and you must remove that apprehension in the mind of the 
worker before you can convince him of the danger of the 
course to which many are endeavouring to entice him at pre- 
sent. I am sorry that up to the present on this subject of 
unemployment, we have failed to secure agreement amongst 
the members of the Joint Committee of the National In- 
dustrial Conference. I am not sure that the division is one 
between employer and employed. It is rather a difficulty of 
trades. I am not persuaded that we can succeed in getting 
agreement. It is a question of workers in trades where an- 
employment is comparatively small helping the workers in 
trades where unemployment is a larger element. It is an 
appeal to the solidarity of labour, and that is an appeal that 
certainly ought not to fall on deaf ears. It may be the duty 
of the Government, in the event of complete failure of agrce- 
ment amongst the industries, to put forward proposals in the 
name of the whole community. 

With regard to improvements in the social conditions of 
labour generally, Parliament this year has been busy and has 
passed a Housing Act, an Act for the purchase and acquisi- 
tion of land; it has passed Acts of Parliament to enable those 
who are setting up houses also to provide transit for the 
worker to and from his work. One of the difficulties of pro- 
tiding houses is that you have no sites in the cities. You 
have, therefore, to take the worker out into the country if 
you are going to get houses fit for his accommodation. In 
order to do that, you must have some means of carrying him 
back and forward from his work, and I trust the 
combination of the Housing Act, the Land Acquisition Act 
and the Ways and Communication Act will have the effect 
of solving this problem, and I shall be very surprised if, 
when the House meets, we shall not be able to report, in 
spite of the fact that these Bills have only just become Acts 
of Parliament, very substantial progress on the lines of pro- 
viding housing accommodation for the working classes of this 
country. 


The other branch of this problem to which we have given 


COAL MINING INDUSTRY. 


I come to deal with the question of mines. At the begin- 
uing of the year we were threatened with a great industrial 
upheaval in the mines, an upheaval which would have seri- 
ously retarded the re-establishment of industry, and the 
Government invited the House of Commons to appoint a 
Commission, presided over by a very able judge, to investi- 
gate the subject in dispute. There were two separate classes 
of subjects referred to this Commission. One was an im- 
mediate question—the question of the hours of labour. The 
others were great questions of policy relating to the condi- 
tions of the industry and the best method of working it, its 
organisation, questions of waste in the present system of 
working, the social conditions under which the miners live, 
nationalisation of minerals, State ownership and manage- 
ment of mines, and co-operation of the workers in the con- 
trol of the industry. These were gigantic questions of policy. 

Purcuase of Minerar Ricoats. 

The Government have given a good deal of attention to 
the Report and to the evidence of this Commission, and | 
Propose to give the House the conclusions at which we have 
arrived, and what we are prepared to recommend to the 
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House of Commons, and the proposals we are prepared to 
make in respect of them to the House of Commons on its 
reassembling. The Government accepts the policy of State 
purchase of mineral rights in coal, on which subject all the 
Reports of the Royal Commission were perfectly unanimous. 
The Government have been deeply impressed by the evidence 
which has been tendered to the Commission with respect to 
the unsatisfactory social conditions under which the miners 
have been compelled to carry on their industry in some parts 
of the country. They hold that a reasonable standard of 
living should be secured to the miners and their families ; 
that the deplorable housing conditions that prevail in some 
of the coalfields of the country should be remedied as rapidly 
as possible, and that every effort should be made to improve 
the comfort and amenities of the miners and their families. 





WELFARE Funp. 

We propose that a fund should be raised for that particular 
purpose. If mining royalties continue we feel that they 
ought to contribute towards the well-being of those who 
work them, and those who risk their lives in working them, 
and, as the Government propose to purchase mining royalties, 
they feel that the mineral wealth of the country ought not 
to shirk its responsibility for the welfare of the people upon 
whose work its utility depends. We propose that there 
should be a deduction made out of the purchase value for 
the purpose of creating a fund to improve the social condi- 
tions and the conditions of life amongst the miners of the 
country. It is proposed that schemes should be submitted 
for the social improvement of the mining areas. These 
schemes can be considered by those who administer the fund. 
and the fund can be distributed for that purpose. In Scot- 
land the mining royalties are subject to local and county 
rates. To that extent they have made their contribution. In 
this country they have not, and an account will be taken of 
the difference between the conditions in the two countries in 
that respect. 

Now I come to the question of the future working of the 
mines. 

UNIFICATION AND REORGANISATION oF MINEs. 

We have accepted the principle of unification and re- 
organisation. We think, and I think that the mine-owners 
realise, that there is a very great deal of waste which is due 
to the fact that you have got a large number of different 
enterprises running in the same area under different manage- 
ment. There are waste of power, waste of management, and 
waste in distribution. 


WorKING CoNnpDITIONS. 


A case, undoubtedly, has also been made out for giving 
the miners a greater interest and voice in the working con- 
ditions which affect the industry. And then we make this 
recommendation : 

‘* That in view of the fact that the lives and livelihood 
of the miners depend upon the way in which the mines 
are worked, means should be devised for securing their 
co-operation in the shaping of the general conditions of 
the industry without interfering with the executive 
control of the individual mines.”’ 

Now I come to the recommendations with regard to unifica- 
tion : 

‘* That the industry should be so organised as to reduce 
to a minimum the expenses of managenient and working 
charges, and that with this end in view the country 
should be divided into convenient areas in each of which 
an amalgamation of neighbouring mines should be un- 
dertaken within a limited period, say two years. That 
the workers in and about the mines should have directors 
representing them on the body controlling the policy of 
the area groups to which they belong.’’ 

Here is a condition put in for the protection of the con- 
sumer, to prevent inflation of capital, over-capitalisation : 

‘‘That schemes of amalgamation should be subject io 
the approval of the Government and must conform to 
any conditions laid down by the Government for the pro- 
tection of the general body of coal consumers.”’ 

The Government propose to prepare a scheme on the above 
lines, and will submit it to Parliament with the least possi- 
ble delay. 

SuMMARY. 


Those are general recommendations which we are prepared 
to submit to Pariiament. That the minerals are to be pur- 
chased by the State; that a fund should be raised for the 
purpose of promoting schemes for the social improvement 
and the amelioration of the conditions and the amenities of 
life in the mining villages: that the State should not pur- 
chase the business of the mines and certainly not run them ; 
that unification should be promoted by amalgamation in de- 
fined areas; that schemes should be promoted for the amal- 
camation of industries in mining areas to reduce the cost 
of management, for the prevention of waste, and the in- 
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crease of efficiency; that the Government should have power 
to overiook these schemes in the interest of the consumer. 
The workers will have two methods of making their in- 
fluence directly felt. First of all there is the scheme for 
giving them representation on committees which will have 
a voice in settling the conditions under which the work is 
done—not the management; you could not run a pit by a 
comliuttee—but the conditions under which the work is done; 
and in the second place, they would have direct representa- 
tion by the nomination of a certain number of directors in 
the area group which will be directing the contro! of the 
mines in those various areas. Those are the proposals which 
we make in reference to the mines, and which we will submit 


to the House. 
TRADE POLICY. 


I wish that I were at the end of my task. I have got, I 
am sorry to say, something about trade policy. Here again 
I have to recall the conditions under which we are operat- 
ing. I must ask every Member of the House, and all who 
are outside, to try to forget pre-1914, and just to think of 
the conditions as they are to-day, and to think of what 
remedy you are going to apply to those conditions. The 
conditions may be merely temporary, but for the moment 
they are dominant; they dominate the immediate future, and 
may do so for some time to come. I have already sum- 
marised these conditions. 

Import RESTRICTIONS. 

We have, therefore, decided that the interim trade policy 
of import restrictions should come definitely to an end on Ist 
September. They were retained to shield industry during 
the time of the demobilisation and during the time we were 
changing from war conditions to peace conditions. There 
is no further justification for them, and the only result of 
keeping them after Ist September would be to put up prices 
artificially, and they are too high already. 

DEFENCE OF ESSENTIAL INDUSTRIES. 


I now come to the provisions which we have to make to 
defend the industry of this country against unfair competi- 
tion, or against competition which might destroy certain 
essential industries that could not be maintained in face of 
open competition. There will be the obstacles in the way of 
imports which come from low exchanges and high freights. 
Those will remain. I am afraid they will remain for some 
time. We have decided that we cannot put on artificial re- 
strictions; it is not good business. It is better that we come 
down to the realities and let the nation face them. It 
may have the effect for some time of putting up the price of 
food and of putting up the price of raw materials, especially 
those that come from America. That is the result of under- 
production, and it is right that that should be brought home 
to everybody in the land; otherwise, we will never cure it. 
Therefore, the Government propose to abandon the support 
of exchanges, except in so far as some support may for a 
time be necessary to prevent complete collapse of any im- 
portant exchanges. It may lead to a further fall in the 
American exchange until our output increases, but that will 
in itself raise a barrier, a higher wall, against American im- 
ports. The Government have three other proposals to deal 
with the shielding of our industry under exceptional con- 
Citions. 

DuMPING. 


In the first place, there is a condition called dumping. What 
is dumping’ I am giving now, not a legal definition, but 
only my view of what would be a dumping operation. Dump- 
ing is the exporting to this country of goods from a foreign 
land under the cost—beneath the price at which they are 
suld in their own country. There could be only one object 
in doing that, and that is to make war upon a particular in- 
dustry in our country. This country, provided we face our 
difficulties like men—we have always done it in the past, and 
I have no reason to think we are at the end of British cour- 
age—has nothing to fear from fair competition from any 
country, but I do not think that our industries ought to be 
subjected to what is unfair competition and what is organ- 
ised warfare upon them in an unfair way. And, in the in- 
terests of fairness, as well as in the interests of British in- 
dustry as a whole, the Government have decided to submit 
to Parliament proposals which will effectively deal with 
dumping in the sense in which I have defined it. 


FLUCTUATIONS OF EXCHANGE. 


There is another problem with which we have to deal. It 
is an emergency problem. I believe it is a temporary one. 
It has arisen entirely out of the War. It is something that 
was not contemplated before the War, and in none of the 
controversies about trade, as far as I can recall] them, was 
there any reference to it. It is the possibility that may 
arise from the vagaries and fluctuation of exchange. The 
American market is against us. The German market is 
simply extravagantly in our favour. The sovereign to-day 
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tetches 82 marks. where berore the War it fetched 2U, li 
coods were sold to Germany at a price which only approxi- 
inatelv corresponded to the nominal value of the mark, it is 
obvious we could not possibly stand up against what would 
be a gigantic bonus upon the export from this couniry of all 
kinds of commodities. That would be unfair to our in- 
dustry. You might say. we should be making money. Some- 
body would. Meanwhile the industries that were hurv by 
this eruption of goods at an abnormally low rate would he 
thrown out of employment. It 1s all very well to savy that 
they should stand by until the tide has passed. They could 
not do it. It might pass on to something else. It is clear 
that no operation could possibly bridge that chasm. and 
therefore there must be better means of preventing the 
possibilities of such an emergency arising. We shall there- 
fore propose that the Board of Trade be equipped with emer- 
gzency powers to check a sudden and undue importation of 
goods at prices altogether below the cost of production here 
owing to the collapse of exchanges. That is an emergency 
measure dealing with conditions which have arisen since 
the War, and which may, I hope, soon pass away. 


SHIELDING UNSTABLE Key INDUSTRIES. 


[ come now to the third proposal, and that is the shielding 
oi unstable key industries. What does an unstable key in- 
dustry mean? I will give four tests, none of which, I think, 
hon. Members will challenge. The first is this, whether the 
industry was revealed to be essential for war or the main- 
tenance of the country during the War? That is the frst 
test. The second is this, whether during the War it was 
discovered that that industry had been so neglected that 
there was an inadequate supply of goods produced in the 
industry for the purpose of equipping ourselves for the es- 
sential task of war? The third is, whether it was found 
necessary for the Government to take special steps to promote 
and foster that industry during the War? The fourth is 
this, whether if that special Government support were with- 
drawn these industries could maintain themselves at the 
level of production which war has shown to be essential te 
the national life’? The war is the test. 

Those are the four tests which we will apply to the key 
industries. The two best illustrations, although they are 
not comprehensive, are synthetic dyes and optical glasses 
and lenses. They mav represent a small percentage of the 
whole industry of the country, but their importance is quite 
out of proportion to their quantity. It is proposed that the 
Board of Trade shall have power to prohibit the import of 
these goods except under licence, and to prevent excessive 
imports a fee will be charged for the licence. It may even 
he necessary for some time to continue the assistance given 
to these industries, but care will be taken that no undue 
profits shall be made at the expense of the community. 


TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION AND INVENTION. 


Another part of our trade policy is that connected with 
technical instruction in the promotion of industrial research 
and invention. This is a vital part of any successful trade 
policy. During the War we have discovered how much we 
suffered from the fact that Germany had spent considerable 
sums of money upon technical instruction and research and 
invention, and I hope that that lesson will not he lost upon 
this country. Another proposal will be in connection with 
power production. To this we attach very considerable in- 
portance. There is a Bill before Parliament which deals 
with the question of electrical power. I hoped that Parha- 
ment would have carried that through before the Recess. 
It would have made a considerable difference in the working 
of our trade policy, because the sooner we organise the 
electric power of this country on a more satisfactory basis 
the better it will be for the industries of this country. 


Water PowEerR DEVELOPMENT. 


We propose to submit in the Autumn Session a Bill with 
regard to the control and development of water power 
this country. There is a vast reserve of power that ought to 
be harnessed for industrial purposes in this country which 
is running to waste, and if coal is going up we need it more 
than ever. It is the only way in which Italy is able to 
protect itself from the fact that it has no mineral deposits. 
At all events it will be necessary to supplement our © 
power by utilising all the water power of this country which 
can be utilised for the purpose. There is now being con 
ducted an inquiry in reference to power which may hare 
immeasurable effects on the industrial future of this country. 

IMPERIAL TRADE. 


I must now say a word about the fostering of our fm 
perial Trade. That is important, not merely from the 
point of view of increasing our’trade, but from the a 
more important view of the strengthening of the unity of the 
Empire. Civilisation was saved by the British Empire in 
the last War. Every Dominion is pressing for the improv 
ment of transport relations with the Mother Country, i 











li 
TON1- 
it is 
vouls 
of all 
r in- 
some. 
ry by 
id he 
that 
( ould 
clear 
and 
x the 
here- 
emer- 
on otf 
. here 
gency 
since 


elding 
ev in- 
think, 
er the 
main- 
e first 
t was 
1 that 
in the 
she es- 
found 
‘omote 
rth is 
> with- 
at the 
tial te 


he key 
ey are 
glasses 
of the 
S quite 
lat the 
port of 
cessive 
y even 
» given 
undue 


d with 
esearch 
il trade 
uch we 
derable 
rch and 
st upon 
yn with 
ble im- 
h deals 
Parlia- 
Recess. 
vorking 
Lise the 
ry basis 
- 


sill with 
ower iD 
yught to 
v which 
‘it more 
able to 
leposits. 
yur coal 
Vv which 
ing con- 
ay hare 
country. 


our im- 
rom the 
he evel 
wy of the 
npire in 
im prove 
try, ir 








Aveust 21, 1919. 


THE BUARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 237 





— 


SPECIAL ARTICLES — cui trnved. 





provement chiefly in the quickening of transport, and an 
[mperial Investigation Board has been constantly represent- 
ing British and Dominion Governments, and representing 
also commercial interests, with a view to carrying out 
schemes that will improve and increase the trade between 
the Dominions and India and the Mother Country by 
means of improving the communications between the various 
parts of the Empire. 
CreEpITs To CoNTINENTAL COUNTRIES. 

We have also proposals with regard to the restoration ot 
trade with the disorganised part of Europe. Europe was a 
good customer of Britain. We used to sell £180,000,000 
worth of our goods to Europe, but the greater part of Europe 
is disorganised, and for some time, unless special steps are 
taken,.we shall be unable to resume our trade relations with 
some of our important customers on the Continent of 
Europe. I am not referring to France or to Italy, or even 
to Russia; 1 am referring to countries like Serbia, Rou- 
mania, Poland, and parts of Austria. There are no credits 
established at the present moment, and although we have 
gigantic demands coming from these countries you cannot 
sell; there is no confidence. They are rich countries in- 
trinsically, and the Government have adopted a scheme of 
furnishing credits to the extent of £26.000,000 by the Gov- 
ernment as a guarantee against risks or absolute loss. We 
hope as a result of the institution of these credits to those 
countries that a beginning will be made to restore trade, 
because those countries have a good deal to sell, and all you 
want to do is to have a beginning of business, and once it 
begins the natural course of exchange will enable you to go 
on, and I venture to predict that on the credits we establish 
we shall not lose a perceptible amount, while the benefit to 
the trade of the country will be enormous. I hope the 
banking houses will be encouraged to play a large part in 
what is wanted to be done. 


AGRICULTURE (CONTINUATION OF FIXED Pricgs). 


I am afraid it would be impossible for me now to refer, 
as I intended to have done, to the question of agriculture. 
It is such a vital industry—it is, after all, the greatest in- 
dustry in this country—that it is quite impossible to make a 
survey of the trade and industry of the country and leave 
agriculture out of the reckoning. But I have promised my 
hon. Friends that at an early date I shall address a meeting 
directly connected with the agricultural industry. They 
thought that that was preferable to any statement which 
could be made in the House. All I can say at the present 
moment is this. As the time is so short before the farmers 
of the country have to make up their minds whether they 
are to go on with the schemes of cultivation a Commission 
is sitting to examine and report as to what would be the 
minimum prices which would be fixed for the purchase of the 
crops next year. The Government do not anticipate the 
Report, but [ cannot imagine any report which would not 
recommend the continuation, at any rate for another year, 
of prices which would approximate to the prices which have 
been obtained up to the present. All LI have heard about 
the harvests of the world and all I have heard about the 
increased demands which are likely to be made on those har- 
vests lead me to come to the conclusion that the farmers of 
this country would from a purely business point of view be 
perfectly justified in anticipating a recommendation which 
would guarantee to them sufficient prices for continuing the 
contribution they have made to the food production of this 
country by increasing the area under cultivation. I sin- 
cerely trust, and in fact I earnestly appeal to them, to con- 
tinue the patriotic experiments which they have made and 
which have done so much to restore agriculture and which 
put agriculture in the enviable position of being the only 
industry that has increased its output in this country while 
so many have fallen behind. Nay, more than that. I hope 
to submit to the agriculturists of this country on behalf of 
the Government schemes which will restore agriculture to 
the position it was in forty or fifty years ago, when there 
were four or five million more acres under cultivation than 
now, and will put us in the position which Germany was in 
where Germany produced food on a hundred acres to feed 
seventy-five persons, whereas in the United Kingdom it feeds 
only forty persons. 


FINANCE. 


I now come to the last problem for your investigation, and 
that is the important question of finance. When you come 
to the question of finance there has been a good deal of wild 
talk mixed with much sound sense. But that is true of every 
topic, and finance is no exception. Here again we must 
face the facts. 1t is the only sound foundation for any re- 
form. What are the facts? There are, first of all, what T 
may call the temporary financial conditions. What are they? 
This year, although we have demobilised millions of men, 
You could not reduce your Army and vour Navy to their 
normal size until Peace had been signed with all the belli- 
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gerents. We could not have signed the Peace with Germany 
one hour sooner than we did, but it has not yet been ratified. 
| hope that Peace will be ratified about the beginning of 
september. Until Peace is signed it would have been a piece 
of idle recklessness on the part of the great victorious 
countries to withdraw the troops to a certain extent as not 
to give them an overpowering force in the event of Peace 
heing rejected. The Peace with Austria has not been 
signed. The Peace with Bulgaria has not been signed, and, 
what is more important from our point of view, the Peace 
with Turkey has not been signed. The Peace with Turkey 
has not been signed, not because of any delay on our part, 
but because we are waiting for the decision of America. We 
want to know whether America is prepared to take her share 
of guaranteeing protection for peoples who, if they are not 
protected, will be subjected to torture, misgovernment, and 
massacre. We have not yet had our answer, and until the 
answer comes you cannot formulate your peace with Turkey. 
As soon as it comes we shall have to adjust the settlement 
to the answer which America gives, but meanwhile who is 
to occupy these countries? Therefore, when it is expected 
that you should cut down Army and Navy expenditure to 
normal, I want those who urge us to do that to bear in mind 
that there are vital British interests involved. There is no 
part of the world with which Britain is more intimately 
concerned than in the settlement of Turkey. The future 
of the Empire depends upon the settlement of Turkey. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 


1 should like to say another thing. We have been urged 
to withdraw troops, and it is said that the withdrawal of 
troops and demobilisation are the only methods to secure 
immediate reduction, but the other day I was amazed to 
get a letter from the International Trade Congréss. I am 
not sure that that is the name, but it met at Lucerne. 

An Hon. Member: Trade Union Congress. 

The Prime Minister: That is it. It is the International 
Labour Conference, sitting at Lucerne, and it represented 
the Socialists of all ranks. What was the quest? Was it 
that we should demobilise? Was it that we should reduce 
our armaments’ Was it that we should clear out from 
countries which were not our own and leave those people to 
self-determination’ Not atall. It was a resolution angrily 
complaining that British troops were withdrawing from the 
Caucasus. America appeals to us not to withdraw, the 
International Socialists appeal to us not to withdraw, and, 
if that is not sufficient, I am proud of this fact, that the 
inhabitants beg the British soldiers not to withdraw. There 
is no prouder appeal ever addressed to any land than the 
appeal which asks the British soldier to remain there to 
shield them. I[t is almost worth the money. But at the 
same time how can we demobilise? The same appeal comes 
trom Svria—‘‘Do not go away.”’ But we cannot, until these 
questions are settled, reduce the expenditure to normal. Let 
us give the House other reasons. We have got to wind up; 
we have got to keep a certain Army in France; we have 
400,000 prisoners, whom we cannot restore till Peace is 
ratified. We cannot restore them till we know that other 
terms are going to be conformed with. There are conditions 
of that kind. You cannot, the moment the War is over, 
suddenly say to everybody, ‘‘Go home, leave the guns, leave 
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of material down 
there, do not even clear it, do not protect it, do not sell it, 
leave it alone.’ There are hundreds of millions of pounds 
involved, and it is no use asking unreasonable things, and 
saving. ‘‘You are spending tons of money,’’ without asking 
what vou are spending it for, and whether you would be 
better off if vou did not spend it. As a matter of fact, you 
would lose by it if vou did not carry these things through. 
It is no use fighting a great war for four or five vears unless 
vou see the job right through. 


REDUCTION IN ARMAMENTS. 


But it is the permanent conditions that mostly concern the 
House and the interests of this country. What is the per- 
manent charge going to be? There are certain things you 
cannot reduce. You must pay interest on debt and sinking 
fund on your debt, and you must pay pensions. You cannot 
eut down education—that would not be a very good reduc- 
tion. There is only one direction in which you can effect 
considerable reductions, and that is in your armaments. 
What does that mean? The conditions undoubtedly favour 
it. There is no great eagerness for war in this generation, 
and I think we might take the lesson of the Napoleonic Wars. 
As soon as the Napoleonic Wars were over, the greatest 
soldier we produced in those wars, the Duke of Wellington, 
advised the Government. He said, ‘‘You need fear no foe, 
at any rate for a generation. Europe has had enough fight- 
ing.’ That is the spirit in which we have got to consider 
the situation. The great menace in Europe has gone. Who 
else is to keep great armies? It is in that spirit we are 
prosecuting our examination into the Army Estimates, and 
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{ think we can effect considerable reductions : 


_ hot mean reduction in the cost of armaments. 


compared, | mean, with the pre-war period. 
fundamental facts that you have got to bear in mind. 


There is one thing that matters in economy, and it 1s tis, 
that the great nations that promoted the League of Nations 
It those who 
It will 
Those who 
believe in it most must trust it most, and the rest will 


shculd show their confidence in it and trust it. 
promoted it increase their armaments, it is a sham. 
remain a sham. It will be a scrap of paper. 


follow. That is the fundamental first condition of rea 
economy in armaments in the world. Britain is ready. i 
all other nations do likewise. 


et 


_ — 


Notes on Trade. 


ai hile CVvi ry care 18 CL reised to Cisure the UCCUIUCY Uy 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Requla- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘“‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in th 
nature of summaries, and cannot be yuoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 


QUOTATION OF “DUTY PAID” 
PRICES TO FOREIGN BUYERS. 


A SUGGESTION. 

As readers of the “‘Board of Trade Journal’ will be 
aware, the rates of the French Customs Tariff have re- 
cently been increased provisionally by a Trench Presi- 
dential Decree. In view of the universal disturbance 
in prices caused by the war, the economic problems 
with which a number of countries are faced, and (in 
some cases) the impending resettlement of commercial 
Treaty relations, it is desirable to bear in mind the pos 
sibility of other Customs Tariffs coming under revision 
at no distant date. 

In these circumstances, manufacturers and exporters 
in this country would do well, for the present, to con- 
sider the desirability, in framing contracts or accepting 
orders for the delivery of goods “abroad, of safeguarding 
themselves against possible increases in rates of Cus- 
toms duty enforced between the time ot making the 
eontract and the time of shipment or delivery of the 
goods. The quoting of prices Franco Domicile (in- 
cluding Customs duty) is, in general, advisable, but 
the object aimed at might possibly be achieved with- 
out sacrificing this practice—perhaps by the insertion 
of a special safeguarding clause in the contract itself. 


WEIGHT AND VALUE OF IMPORTS INTO THE 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

In the following tables, a comparison is made be- 
tween the weight and value of the chief classes of im- 
ported goods in July and in the seven months ended 
July this year and in 1913. 

It will be seen that, while for July this year the ag- 
sregate value of imports was about two and one-half 
times that recorded in July, 1913, and for the seven 
months the value was nearly double that of the same 
period of 1913, the weight was in July about 31 per 
cent. and in the seven mont! hs about one-third less. 
The table enables the different classes of imports to 
be compared in respect of the average value per ton 
weight. 

The comparison of the tonnage of shipping by which 
the imports were brought to this country with the weight 
of those imports is also instructive. For the period of 
seven months the reduction of a third in the weight of 
goods landed was accompanied by a reduction of 44 per 
cent. in the net tonnage of the vessels bringing those 
goods from overseas countries. In July the reduction 
in weight was 31 per cent., and in shipping 37 per cent. 
Thus, while there was a notable economy in the ship- 
ping by which imports were transported in July as 




















but the House 
jaust always remember that reductions in armaments wil! 
The pay is 
trebled, the cost of material is doubled, and although you 
may effect considerable reductions in your armaments, the 
cost of your armaments will be up whatever you do, as 
Those are the 
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compared with the pre-war month, the longer period 
shows a more marked economy. 
Imports tn Jury, 1913 anp 1919. 


Estimated Values 
Weight. 
1913 1919. ' 1913 | L919 
Th. Tons Th. tons’ Th. £! Th. ¢ 
Food. Drink por" teen - 1698 ig 2343 263,355 ' 72598 
Raw Materials and Articles | 
Mainly Unmanufactured ... 3,055 | 2,165 | 18,633 | 57,142 
Articles Wholly or Mainly Manu- 
factured oe _ 582 291 | 16,555 | 22.754 
Miscellaneous and [ Unelassitied 4 4 24] 646 
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Total a bs om 9,309 3,69. G1,7s84 13 3, 3,140 


Net Tonnage of Shipping En- 
tTerea with Cargoes — — 4, 129 ? sll 










MPORTS JANUARY To JuLY. 1913 anp 1919. 


Estimated 




















Weight. Values. 
“1913 L91S 1913 1919 
Th. tons Th. tons Th. £ Th. £ 
Food, Drink and Tobacco ..) 19,321 7,095 162,358 393,780 
Raw Materials and Articles 

Mainly Unmanufactured ..) 16,406 | 11,124 162,368 (331,592 

Articles Wholly or Mainly Manu- 
factured | 4.026 1.937 113,971 141,092 
Miscellaneous and Unclassifi d | eal) i4 1.7 I4 3.492 
Total a oh ... 380,779 20,170 |440,491 869,956 








Net Tonnage of Shipping En- 
tered with Cargoes .. ..| 27,562 | 15,385 





TRADE WITH SOUTH RUSSIA. 





WORK OF BRITISH ECONOMIC MISSION. 

A british Economic Mission was recently despatched 
to South Eastern Russia to investigate the possibilities 
of opening up trade with the area controlled by General 
Denikin and with the Caucasus. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. J. MacAlpine, O.B.E., M.C. 
head of the Mission, has now returned to this country, 
having visited in the course of his stay in South Russia 
the towns of Batoum, Novorossisk, Ekaterinodar, 
tostov-on-Don, Novo-Cherkask, and Taganrog. Lieut.- 
Colonel MacAlpine also visited the Kharkov Government 
and various centres in the Crimea. 

While Colonel MacAlpine in no way minimises the 
difficulties which have to be overcome by British traders 
in South East Russia, he nevertheless gives encouraging 
accounts of the possibilities of profitable business. In 
order that the opportunities undoubtedly existing for 
profitable trade should be fully utilised it is, in his 
opinion, important that British firms of good standing 
should not only send out representatives to ‘South Russia, 
but should maintain them there to look after their in- 
terests. 

INTERVIEWS. 

Colonel MacAlpine will be able to see representatives 
of firms interested in trade with South Eastern Russia 
and the Caucasus any morning next week between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 12 a.m. at the Russian Section of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, Hotel erin 
Victoria Street, S.W.1 Arrangements for interviews 


should be made by tele phone , Victoria 9310 Extension 5. 





PASSPORT VISAS FOR PARIS 
A visa from the British Military Permit Office is no 
longer required in the case of British subjects proceed: 
ing from this country to Paris. The French Military 
Permit and Consular visa are, however, still required, 
and are obtainable from the French Authorities, 19, Bed- 
ford Square, W.C.1. 
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UNITED KINGDOM EXPORTS TO SOUTH 
RUSSIA, 


The tollowing are the Returns oi exports and re-ex- 


ports from the United Kingdom to South Russia during 


a) 
the four months since trade via the black Sea was re- 
opened: a 


Month. Exports. Re-exports. Total. 
£ £ £ 
a ee 315,464 28,459 343.923 
BN - -ricisatieicmriidealid 290,804 10,017 300,821 
Ro cicemesmii 314.797 12.693 327 490 
Re ae 795,247 12.391 807 638 





SECOND FUR FAIR AT LUCERNE. 

The second International Fur Fair will be held in 
Lucerne from the 11th to 17th of September. It should 
be noted that the Fur Auction Sales, which were to 
have taken place this autumn, cannot be held betore 
next spring. The Fair will comprise raw, dressed, dyed 
and prepared skins of home and toreign production, 
and especially those from overseas. Manufactured 
furs are excluded. The first International Fur Fair, 
held here in March last, was very successful, the trans- 
actions enacted totalled nearly four million francs. 
With regard to travellers from abroad, the competent 
Swiss officials will be prepared, in the interests of 
visitors, to simplify as far as possible all formalities 
in connection with their entry into Switzerland. They 
have for that purpose to apply to the competent Swiss 
Legation or Consulate (Swiss Passport Office, 51 Rus- 
sell Square). 





SWISS BANK FOR COLOGNE. 

The Zurich Bank fur Handel und Industrie has an- 
nounced its intention of opening a branch in Cologne— 
that is to say, in the occupied territories of the left 
bank of the Rhine. This branch will be a commercial 
one, and will deal with the purchasing on commission 
of all kinds of goods from the European Allied coun- 
tries and from overseas, and with the financing of such 
businesses. The Bank emphasises that at present, in 
conjunction with a group of important American bank- 
ing concerns, it is on the point of making arrangements 
for the financing of German imports. Until the credit 
question has been settled the Bank declares itself ready 
to accept settlement in German marks, if necessary, 
instead of in Swiss francs. 





JAPANESE IMPORTS OF GOLD. 

Since the lifting of the embargo on the export of vold 
from the United States of America, certain importations 
into Japan have taken place. As a result, the market 
price of gold in Japan declined at the end of June — 
940 to 5°5 yen per momme. Many business men are 
now desirous of importing gold, as bills of exchange and 
premiums offer facilities. In this connection the Vice- 
Minister of Finance is quoted as saying that the Govern- 
ment will try to prevent abuse of the opportunity offered 
by the lifting of the American embargo in importing 


gold. Although the Government at present imposes no. 


restrictions upon imports by independent business men, 
when orders by these people become excessive an enquiry 
will be made by the American Government of the 
Japanese Government as to whether they are really 
necessary. In cases where it is decided that the import 
is excessive, the Japanese Government will impose 
restrictions upon these imports. 

As there are 11} grains of gold in the gold yen, a 
momme (578 grains) of gold is only worth nominally 
) yen, according to the Japanese currency. This shows 
how far the value of gold has risen in Japan. 





STANDARD TIME IN NIGERIA. 

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office, an- 
nounces that the standard time of one hour fast on 
Greenwich will be introduced in Nigeria on 1st Sept- 
ember next. , 





imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 13th August, from the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Caleutta : — 

SEASON. 

General rain throughout except in North-West Frontier 
and Assam, where fall was local. More badly wanted in 
Assam. 











MARKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market dull. Fully good Broach, August, 
quoted Rs. 526. Piece-goods Market steady. Calcutta Jute 
Market dull. Hessians dull; nothing doing. Sackings very 
quiet. , 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN JUNE. 
_In the Trade Returns for June, 1919, published by the 
Department of Statistics, India, imports amounted to 
£7,893,000, a decrease of £1,740,000, and exports (including 
re-exports) to £13,622,000, an increase of £60,000 as com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 1918. 

There was a large decrease in the exports of food, drink, 
and tobacco (mainly food grains), amounting to £2,399.000, 
and articles wholly or mainly manufactured decreased by 
£357,000, but raw materials and articles mainly unmanu- 
factured increased by £2,490,000. During June of the pre- 
war year, 1914, imports amounted to £8,455,000. and exports 
to £14,.555.000. 








AUSTRALIA. 
IMPORTS IN DECEMBER QUARTER. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 
MEIBOURNE. 
The following statement sets out the imports into the 
Commonwealth of the undermentioned classes of goods—the 
produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, other 
British countries, Japan, the United States of America. and 
all countries—during the quarter ended 31st December, 1918: 





: Other Total 
Class of Goods. United British Japan. U.S.A. ail 
Kingdom. Countries. Countries 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Food:tuffs of anima] origin 

but excluding living 

SASS aeaiceerre mare (7 54,242 4,204 36,717 137.531 
Foodstuffs of vegetable 

I PRRSETEICR asta en eae eee 24,027 $6,578 7 OT 77.607 $28 SHZ 
sSeverages (non-alcoholic) 

and substances used in 

making ........ sbeliiiiiietiaaid 822. 534,489 1 OS5 48, 22& 776.783 
“pirituous and Alcoholic 

SES . 323,401 44,393 65 1,312 402.403 
PI, isieéctescscctseccis 10,487 2.806 € 181.118 277 350 
RP IIE icicctsncencneccsesas ? €40 665 — 381 3.676 
Animal substances (mainly 

unmanufactured), not 

TT ERATED 131,405 81,170 13,723 3,215 264) 366 
Vegetable substances and 

Meee 46,182 333,181 60,969 49.931 741.68} 
Apparel, textiles, and 

manufactured fibres........ 4,856,180 1,599,080 1,403,707 701,256 9.541.389 
Oils, Fats and Waxes...... 4,120 57.077 61,780 332 456 752.325 
Paints and Varnishes .... 24,199 6,283 3,150 56.680 91.423 
Stones and Minerals used 

industrially ................. 8.995 3 579 4 7.094 €3 
Ores and Metals unmanu- 

factured or partly manu 

IE osc ucinaitiieadulbmnd 55,087 11.855 4,373 3.273 127.410 
Machines and Machinery 

and other manufactures 

I nc nies cogenncbbients 1.207.343 314,206 155.589 1.643.447 3.512.374 
Indiarubber and si India- 

rubber manufactures and 

leather and its manufac- 

IES acetic at dnidsestensenaneies 127.954 86 342 6.109 901,771 527.368 
Wood and Wickers, raw 

and manufactured ....... 9931 217,099 37,662 = 227723 522.605 
Fe thenware, Cements, 

China, Glass and Stone- 

(Tare .210 117 ,239 127 071 335.628 
Paper and Stationery 288.464 198.288 50,353 348,247 1.000.198 
Jewellery, Timepieces and 

Fancy Goods ...............: . 49213 76821 83.181 54,123 338,468 
Optical, Surgical and Scien- 

tific Instruments ............ 40.208 4.807 5,952 131.186 1&4 AR4 
Drugs, Chemicals, and Fer- " 

CRO cc ccccccesccceesessseacee S08 RGT 99.736 196,982 309084 1.227.204 
Miscellaneous 197,515 41.674 190,129 278,146 89 305 





LIVE-STOCK STATISTICS. 


The latest official live-stock statistics of the Commonwealth 
show that there are now in Australia 91,676,281 sheep and 
11.919.391 cattle. Owing to the lack of tonnage, the frozen 
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meat exported last vear was a very small quantity, onis 
l77.797 carcasses otf mutton and 161,917 carcasses ot lamb 
being shipped. The beef shipments totalled 1,407,421 quarters, 
or about 200.000 below the previous year. 

With the exception of about 8,000 quarters, the whole of 
the beef was exported from Queensland. The prospects tor 
the coming season, however, are brighter as more vessels 
with refrigerating space are arriving. 

The general opinion is that meat prices in 1919 and 1920 
will be the highest ever recorded in Australia. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
RUBBER EXPORTS. 


ft is reported officially from Kuala Lumpur that the July 
exports ot rubber from the Federated Malay States amounte:| 
to 8,040 tons, as compared with 7,094 tons in June, and 5,70:) 
tons in the corresponding month lasi vear. lor seven 
months of the present vear the export amounted to 59,357 
tons, against 46,263 tons in 1918, and 45,274 tons in 1917. 
Appended are the comparative statistics : — 











1917. 191s. L919, 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

| ee CE OOT ee 9,995 7,588 7.163 
I 0 au cncunicngnacte 7,250 6,820) 10,809 
a ia a 7,088 1.009 10.679 
SEE sduikctadadlcnantad aia 5,955 7.428 7.664 
ern 1,179 9,851 7 BOS 
re a a ae 6,009 5,161 7.094 
NE shina an dieiiaaiainnice 5,798 9,606 S040 
SS eens . 45,274 46,263 59 357 











GAMBIA. 
PROGRESS OF FOREIGN TRADE. 


The total value of the trade of the Colony inwards and 
outwards during 1918 was, according to the ‘‘Government 
Gazette,”’ £2558 ,225, inclusive of specie, which accounted 
for £755.909. This represents an increase of £520,095 over 
191,—€152,395 in merchandise, and £367,726 in speci 

VALUE OF Imports. 

The total value of merchandise imported during the year 
was £919,426, being £222,375 more than 1917. The specie 
imported was valued at £538,588, as compared with £294,575 
in the previous year. 

To a large extent the increase in the value of merchandise 
imported was due to the high prices ruling at home. combined 
with the increase in the rates of freight and insurance. In 
three cases, however—cotton piece-goods, kola nuts, and 
tobacco, there was also a considerable advance in the quan- 
ties imported 

Excluding specie, the percentage of imports from the 
principal countries compared with 1917 was as under— 

Country. 1917. 1918. 


United Kingdom ............. 58-22 58-4 
British Possessions .............. 1s-54 15°33} 

Total British ...... oo igit 
LL LEDER A IR L1L-O7 35 
French Possessions .............. 5S 1:42 
United States of America ...... 7°24 15°43 
Italv a a we 0-97 0-00) 
Other countries — ......... cece cc ees. 3°38 3-03 

RS ee es aad LOO-00 100-00 


Perhaps the most noticeable point in the year’s trade is 
the marked increase in the volume of trade with the United 
States of America: the percentage of the total trade has 
more than doubled in 1918, being 15-43 per cent., as against 
7°24 per cent. in 1917. 

This appears to be due in a large measure to the shortage 
of foodstuffs in Europe, which led to the United States 
being entrusted with the task of providing for the needs 
of the West African Colonies. 

Exports. 

The value of merchandise exported was £882,890, as 
against £952,906 for 1917, a decrease of £70,016. Exports of 
specie amounted to £217,320, compared with £93,598 in 1917. 
The value of exports of local produce and manufactures 
amounted to £866.571 in 1918, as against £940,047 in the 
previous year. The values of re-exports for the two years 
were £16,319 and £12,859 respectively. 

GRrouNnD Net Crop. 

The shortage in general exports must for the most part 
be attributed to the small ground nut crop. which amounted 
to 56.490 tons only, as compared with 74.300 tons for 1917. 
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It appcars very probable that the cattle plague which 
wrought such havoc among the herds in 1916-17 affected the 
ground nut crop, inasmuch as the nativé farmer is almost 
entirely dependent on the cattle for the manure which he 
requires tor his crops. On the other hand, the travelling 
commissioners reported that the crop was generally good 
and the number of strange farmers, though less than in the 
1916-17 season, was still high—20,509. It may therefore 
be that a smaller quantity of Senegal-grown nuts was 
brought into the Colony for sale. 

The United Kingdom took over 96 per cent. ot the nuts 
exported, an increase of over 20 per cent. compared with 
1917. France, which had 21 per cent. of the crop in 1917, 
had nothing in 1918; this was mainly due to shortage of 
shipping. 

The local value of ground nuts, as shown by the export 
hills of entries, was about £14 3s. 4d. per ton, but the 
average price paid to the native grower was about 2s. 9d. 
per bushel of 28 lb., or £11 per ton. 

On the other hand, the selling price in Europe was stil] 
controlled and fixed at £32 per ton. This price does not, of 
course, apply to hand-picked nuts, which in at least one 
known instance, exceeded £235 per ton. This phenomenally 
high figure must, however, be attributed in a large measure 
to the restrictions placed on the importation of such nuts 
into the United Kingdom. 

The rapid increase in the quantity of ground nuts exported 
from Northern Nigeria is worthy of consideration, as the 
advent of a serious rival in the West African ground nut 
trade cannot but have a detrimental effect on the general 
prosperity of the Gambia. 

HIDES. 

Hides also showed a decrease, both in quantity and value, 
as against the previous vear, the values being £61,520 and 
£58,951 respectively. The mortality amongst the cattle in 
the previous season would appear to be the chief cause of 
this decrease. 

Piim KERNELS. 

On the other hand. the export otf palm kernels showed a 
gratifving increase, the figures being 644 tons, valued a: 
¢9 799. as against 532 tons worth £7,994 in 1917. 

PIASSAVA. 

The revival ot trade in Piassava continued, though the 
dithculties of transport were, if anything, greater than 
before. Thirty tons were prepared for shipment during the 
season 1917-18, and 50 tons during 1918-19. The official 
records show that 26 tons, valued at £930, were shipped 
during 1918, the whole being consigned to ihe United 
iNingdom 

; GENERAL. 


During 1918. the commercial lite of the Gambia has under- 
gone considerable changes. The influenza epidemic in 
September took its toll, at least as regards Europeans, 
entirely from the mercanii'e community, and apart from 
the loss of effective workers, trade of all kinds was at a 
standstill for a considerable time. On the other hand, it 
must be noted that the baiance as between British and 
Foreign firms trading in the Gambia has been rédressed to 
a certain extent by the advent of the African Association in 
succession to the Societe Commercial de Senegambie, though 
the original proportion was more or less restored by the 
appearance in Bathurst of a branch of the firm of Grace 
Brothers and Co., Ltd., which is in effect an American house. 

The signing of the Armistice in November exercised a 
beneficial effect on general trade, and it is understood that 
the year 1919 will see a further increase in the number o! 
firms which have hranches in the Gambia. 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


SPECIAL COMMISSION TO ORGANISE SUPPL} 
OF CEREALS. 

The ‘‘Moniteur Belge’ of 2nd August contains a Decree 
authorising the Government to grant a concession to 4 
Special Commission constituted as a commercial company 
and sanctioned by ithe Minister of Industry, Labour and Food 
Supply for the purpose of transacting all commercial oper 
tions necessary to assure a supply of cereals to the Belgian 
people. These operations will be controlled by special Com- 
missioners, of whom two will be nominated by the Ministet 
of Industry, and one by the Court of Accounts (Cour des 
Comptes). iy 

The Government will guarantee the short-term loans whica 
this Commission may contract provided they are for ope 
tions coming within the concession, and approved by ™ 
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Conunissioners to be appointed, and also provided the total 
obligations entered into do not exceed at any time 200,090,000 
frances. 





DENMARK. 
INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
| COPENHAGEN. 

The chief industry of Denmark is agriculture, which 
suffered considerably during the war. With increased 
imports of fteeding-stuffs and fertilisers the outlook is 
improving. This year’s crops are said to promise to be 
fairly satisfactory. 

Other industries are small, employing a few hundred, or 
at most a thousand or so hands. Denmark has no coal mines. 
In May 165,568 tons of coal were imported from England 
and 5,439 from Germany. In addition, some 10,012 tons 
of coke and 8,823 tons of briquettes were imported. 


UNEMELOY MENT. 


The following unemployment figures are the approximate 
maxima for the months iri question : — 





Copenhagen. Provinces. Total. 
EEE” ¢scduswetieawens 25,000 29 900 54,900 
SE cububcdncereninnss 14,200 J€,700 40,500 
er 8.700 7.900 16,200 


In 1915 there was an average of 20,090 unemploved in 
Copenhagen per month, and 17,782 in the Provinces, making 
a total of 37,872 for the whole country, i.e., 18:8 per cent., 
li per cent., and 17-4 per cent. respectively of the total 
working population. This year’s figures show a satisfactory 
decrease in unemployment. The average between 1910 and 
1917 was 8-4 per cent. per annum, with 10:7 per cent. and 
49 per cent. as maxima and minima. The highest on 
record since 1910 is 1918, with the average 17-4 per cent. 

ADVERSE BALANce or TRADE. 

Denmark having little to export except agricultural 
produce, and the excess of imports over exports being so 
great (which is reflected in the adverse Exchange rates), 
it is telt that some steps should be taken to change the 
situation more in favour of Denmark. Various proposals 
are made, e.g., prohibition of import of luxuries, increase 
of exports (if possible); but it is doubtful whether State 
interference can be speedy or thorough enough to be 
efiective. 

It is stated that Americans propose to invest in Denmark, 
and a Commercial Loan of 11,000,000 dols. has already been 
announced. The excess of imports over exports represents 
toa great extent the spending of war profits banked abroad, 
otherwise the exchange would have been still more adverse. 
What will happen when the savings are exhausted is difficult 


to forecast. 





FRANCE. 
. 

CENSORSHIP OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 

A Decree of 25th July, published in the ‘Journal Officiel”’ 
of 2nd August, states that no cinematograph film, with the 
exception of those films depicting current events, can be 
shown in public in France without first obtaining the sanc- 
tion of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

This sanction will only be granted on the advice of a 
Commission of 30 members, formed within the Ministry of 
Public Instruction for the purpose of examining the book 
or scenario and the film. Any decision, refusing th> sanction 
of a film, will be communicated to the préfets of Paris and 
of all the departments. 

Scenarios, books, and any explanations of films needed, 
ean be presented either verbally or in writing. 








ITALY. 
DIRECTION OF TRADE IN 1918. 


Preliminary Returns issued by the Italian Government 
contain the following table illustrating the value of Italy’s 
trade for the six-year period 1913 to 1918, with the principal 
countries concerned : — 





IMprorts. 
(Millions of Lire.) 
918. W917. 1916. 1915. 1914. 19138. 
1,026 992 595 240 205 283 


Countries. 
France 


Great Britain ... 2,189 2,163 1.974 S40 504 59] 
Switzerland ... 156 248 209 118 76 8] 
Argentina ...... 1,493 803 553 420 39 166 
United States... 6.226 5.9860 3.114 L759 149 52” 
Austria-Hungary — _ _ 34 933 264 
Germany ....... sie si 135 503 612 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coxtinued. 





Exports. 
France .......... 902 912 137 137 174 231 
Great Britain... 5a9 482 447 391 205 61 
Switzerland... 28.3 60 t 631 3ol4 131 249 
Argentina ...... 99 191 2003 141 115 185 
United States ... 127 244 315 283 262 267 
Austria-Hungary — — — 104 196 221 
Germany _...... — — — — 319 343 


The United States holds first place for 1918 as regards 
exports to Italy, followed by Great Britain and the Argen- 
tine. There follows then British India, which exported 
goods to the value of 1,164,000,000 lire; France as above; 
Brazil, whose exports for 1918 to Italy amounted to 
234,000,000 lire; and Spain, whose export trade to Italy 
amounted for 1918 to 230,000,000 lire. 

The principal buyers of Italian goods for 1918 were 
France, Great Britain, Switzerland, the United States, 
Greece (101,000,000 lire), the Argentine, and Egypt 
(96,000,000 lire) in the order named. 

PRINCIPAL IMPORTS. 


More than one-third of the value of the imports from 
Great Britain is attributed to coal (821,000,900 lire). Among 
the other principal imports from this source are resin and 
tar oils (12,400,000 lire), caustic soda and potassium 
(15,000,000 lire), ammonium salts (55,400,000 lire), soaps 
(18,800,000 lire), chemical and medicinal products and per- 
fumeries (31,300,000 lire), explosives, cartridges, ete. 
(60,400,000 lire), colours and tanning materials (120,200,000 
lire), cotton manufactures (134,800,000 lire), wool and wool 
waste (124,100,000 lire), manufactures of wool (150,100,000 
lire), boots and shoes (27,900,000 lire), pig-iron (31,900,000 
lire), unmanufactured iron and_ steel and semi-worked 
(131,700,000 lire), manufactures of iron and steel (120,300,000 
lire), brass, copper and bronze unmanufactured and manu- 
factured (25,700,000 lire), other common metals unmanu- 
factured and manufactured (25,700,000 lire), machinery and 
parts (58,700,000 lire), scientific instruments (11,500,000 lire), 
and fish (26,300,000 lire). 

From the Argentine the principal importations for 1918 
were grain and cereals (911,900,000 lire), meat (344,600,000 
lire), wool unscoured and washed (111,200,000 lire), impure 
tannic acid (28,300,000 lire), dry vegetables (10,300,000 lire). 

France’s principal contributions were coal (278,700,000 
lire), and explosives, cartridges, etc. (227,700,000 lire). Other 
exportations to Italy were ammonium salts (20,600,000 lire), 
chemical and medicinal products (47,100,000 lire), colours and 
dyeing material (91,100,000 lire), cotton manufactures 
(11,400,000 lire), silk treated and silk waste (22,000,000 lire), 
textiles, ribbons and manufactures of silk (18,300,000 lire), 
hides and skins, raw and tanned, and manufactures thereof 
(34,900,000 lire), pig-iron, iron and steel unmanufactured 
and semi-manufactured (10,700,000 lire), other common 
metals (41,400,000 lire), machinery and parts (11,600,000 
lire), aeroplanes and. hydroplanes (15,700,000 lire), wheat 
flour (9.500.000 lire). 

From Switzerland the principal imports were colours and 
dveing material (35,500,000 lire), lumber (32,200,000 lire), 
machinery and parts (24,100,000 lire), and scientific instru- 
ments (11.100.000 lire). 

Unitep States Exports to [tTary. 

The statistics given below indicate the chief items in 
ltaly’s imports from the United States of America : — 

Year (1918). 


Commodity. Lire. 
Mineral oils. and oils of resin and tar ............ 129,348,416 
GE i ncsndsasaessnneseonctenasnessseeiensenemaaeneeen 11,878,515 
NR haiiibesss-ireiastsiie jedan ssdieihieaaildiaveniiied 65,129,458 
NEES. GUT - isscscsandudesetiedisinneemanines shivnnd 15,067,140 
I HI o.iesdcicnsivenaencdctnitaeeiuantialen 80,624,050 
IID tesnsnccncverinectccssiunassmsonpeneisenmtendiatis 56,136,450 
SEO TORENT TORE ee TE TRL eT 20,966,400 
Paraffin wax ..... odie dhcp titieicniiaa eee” ae 
Explosives, cartridges, CtC.  ...........0...0.s-sseeese: 463,481,100 
Other chemical and medicinal products .......... 22,637 ,820 
Colouring extracts,. paints and varnishes ......... 182,790,400 
RN EIA. . cirdaon ne odtdeavdandaieeseaiaadsasealedbuil 665 852,850 
Bemmefactweres GE COCR: ciiec cdsssccccsddsccccscccsesss 20,215,490 
Textiles and other manufactures of wool ......... 18,979,750 
POpeT GNA COPGRONNG iossieessccccccessicsetnniesccente 19,801,810 
Hides and their manufactures ..................05- 51,323,285 
Boots and shoes of leather ...............ccecececeees: 11,886,139 
Scrap iron and Pig-iron  .............ccccececeeeeccees 75,116,025 
Manufactures of iron and steel ................ eee 1,047 ,350 ,896 
Copper, brass and bronze (unmanufactured) ... 347,549,809 
Manufactures of copper, brass, and bronze ...... 161,418,409 
TEED: scixecsonconsnvedtabeessdiauelameeasenamnaiaa 34,371,400 
RG « cnavistisictarvileets. «inabnieiitntcemmaaal 22,507 ,520 
EN oss ssthisriidiieniaminecinincnmainn 50,424,450 
Machines and their parts ............cceeeeeeeeeeeeeees 155,320,333 
Scientific instruments  ...............00. -scecceccseees 15,365,750 
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Year (1918) 


Commodity. Lire. 
EE EAE Ieee ae 1.174,183,500 
I pbs lin. picacdcudominnemdmehedandiiinat 530,462,550 
Ilour of other cereals ................. ata eae 53.079 .100 
Salted meats and unsmoked bacon ................ 201,329,500 
Flee NE SEED RASTER nee eee Oe 33.907 955 





ROUMANIA. 


INDUSTRIES AND REQUIREMENTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BUCHAREST. 





The principal industries of Roumania are timber felling 
and sawing, sugar (from beets) distilling, and the largest 
of all, the petroleum industry. There are of course, 
smaller industries, such as barge and boat building, boot 
and shoe making, tanning, quarrying stone, coal] mining, 
and in the new province of Transylvania, a coal and iron 
industry with some steel. 

On the whole the simple types above mentioned are those 
of pre-eminent importance to the country, and the major 
portion of their raw materials is produced locally. A cer- 
tain amount of machinery is required, and indeed British 
manufacturers seem to have already realised the need. 
There are several representatives of British firms here to 
sell such goods, including accessories, 1.e., belting, oils, etc. 

In addition to the above the needs of the railway industry 
of the country should not be overlooked. There is, for 
example, a shoriage of oils for iubricating in Transylvania, 
but in how far this shortage could be met from Roumania it 
is not at present possible to say. 


CLOTHING AND CLOTH. 


The peasantry seem fairly normally clothed. Their cloth- 
ing is produced locally from cloth also produced locally to 
some extent, and also from cottons imported. They make 
their own garments. Clothing of various kinds, such as 
heavy flannel pyjamas, as well as others more suitable, is 
being supplied to a certain extent by pseudo-charitable 
organisations. The urban populations wear ‘‘ European’’ 
clothing, and their needs seem to be in process of being 
met by private enterprise, which has already exported 
quantities from the United Kingdom and France. Boots 
and shoes, 200,000 pairs, have been purchased by the 
Ministry of Commerce in Paris and London, and another 
half-million pairs through the Banca Agricola in the United 
Kingdom, according to a statement made by the Minister 
of Commerce. 

Crops. 


In the opinion of competent people in Roumania the 
present year’s crops of cereals will be sufficient to cover the 
needs of the population, and there seems a slight possibility 
that grain will be available for export. Already some such 
as rape seed is stated to be available. There seems no 
need for any further distribution of food or clothing in 
Roumania in the form of relief. With good harvests the 
country will be on a fair way to recovery within a few 
months, and provided credits could be arranged in London 
to enable a supply of manufactured goods to reach this 
market the position should rapidly become normal. 


ARTICLES IN DEMAND. 


The following is a list of articles which are in demand at 
present : — 


Jute cloth, bags, sacks, hessians, twills, etc. 

Ropes, all kinds, and binder twine. 

Agricultural machinery. 

Industrial machinery, oil and petroleum, etc., tools. 

Packing, waste, tubes, belt fasteners, lubricators, lamps, 
gauges, valves, weighing machines, pumps, winches, 
lathes, iron barrels, brass fittings, etc. 

Eiectrical lighting installations and articles generally. 

[ronmongery, sheet iron, tinplates. 

Drugs and chemicals, perfumes, toilet articles, heavy 
chemicals, soaps, candles, etc. 

Paint, varnish. 

Coal, coke, firebricks. 

Lead pipes, lavatory articles, porcelain baths and 
fittings, taps, iron pipes, etc. 

Belting, leather, hair, camel-hair, gutta-percha. 

Raffia. 

Wearing apparel of all kinds, waterproof coats, etc.. 
suitings, dress goods. 

Textiles, cotton piece-goods. 

Boots and shoes, rubber-soled sports shoes, leather 
leggings. 

Rubber goods, stationery articles, etc. 

The list is not exhaustive, but is an attempt to name the 
goods in greatest demand. 
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CREDITS. 

In many cases payment wili have to be accepted, at a rate 
of exchange between sixty and sixty-five lei to the sovereign 
in Bucharest. The price will probably be deposited in a bank 
of recognised standing until it is possible to transmit to 
London. This means that only large houses can do business, 
houses who are willing and able to leave the money in 
Roumania. This, however, is a temperary state of affairs 
and the natural resumption of exports should enable tacili- 
ties on London to be established even should no credit be 
granted officially or semi-officially to the Roumanian 
Government, 

Several representatives of British houses have adopted the 
above methods as a temporary measure and sacrifice to enable 
them to achieve a footing in the market. 

TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES. 


On account of congestion at Galatz and Braila, there is 
greater scarcity at Bucharest than at these ports. Transport 
for private merchandise from Galatz to Bucharest is almost 
non-existent. Relief provisions receive first consideration 
for transport facilities, followed’ by military equipment— 
which is in turn followed by such merchandise as agricultural 
machinery, sulphate of copper, and other purchases ot the 
Government. 

Schemes are on foot to meet this situation. French firms, 
however, are shipping fairly freely by train from Paris. and 
already French goods are appearing in the shop windows. 

ImPporT PERMITS. 


It should be borne in mind that an import permit is 
necessary in the case of articles of luxury, and it does not 
appear that any clear classification exists in this matter. 
This being so the agent at Bucharest should make arrange- 
ments before shipment is made from the United Kingdom. 


INVOICES. 


Invoices for all goods shipped should be made out and 
certified at the local Roumanian Consulate. Care should 
be taken that the full value of the goods is inserted in these 
invoices as the Roumanian Government reserves to itself 
the right to requisition the goods at an advance of 20 per 
cent. on the invoice prices, plus the expense of transport to 
the point of requisition; and as the price would be paid at 
the Government fixed 1ate of 44:25 lei to £1, care should be 
taken to avoid loss. 


NEAR EAST. 


PALESTINE, 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AT GAZA. 

(From the Economic Section, Egyptian Expeditionary 

Force.) 

Gaza, the principal town of Southern Palestine, had a 
population before the war of 35,000 inhabitants. mostly 
Moslems. It was the seat of a Kaimmakam or Governor, and 
had a small garrison, an international post office, telegraph 
office, orphanage, and European hospital. 

It was situated in the direct line of communication e- 
tween Egypt and Syria, and though the caravan traffic had 
practically ceased, Gaza remained an important market for 
the Bedouins, being abundantly stocked wth dates, hgs, 
olives, lentils, and other provisions. Barley was largely 
grown in the district and exported from Gaza to Liverpool. 
The olive harvest was also considerable. 


PRESENT CoNDITIONS. 


Gaza was under shell fire for several months, and suffered 
enormously during that period. The great mosque was used 
as an ammunition dump by the Turks, and was eventually 
blown to pieces. The whole town is at present in a ruinous 
condition, and until this is remedied there is little hope that 
it will recover its pre-war importance as the centre of a 
rich agricultural district. an 

The town does not need rebuilding as much as repairing. 
Probably 75 ‘per cent. of the houses could be put into 
service again. The remaining 25 per cent. should be de 
molished. 

The question of repair is, however, too great a problem 
for the municipality to deal with. Concerted action will be 
needed between the Government and dealers in wood, cement, 
iron. etc., and the advice, if not the executive action of 
municipal engineers of experience, will be necessary. The 
most urgent requirements are wood and iron, The town 1s 
practically bare of wood in any shape or form. Building 
stone could be brought down from the hilly districts. Up to 
the present about 150 houses have received attention, but 
only incompletely. Until something substantial is done 
Gaza will be mainly a habitation of penurious agricultural 
labourers, and will be avoided by the better class. 
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CoMMERCE. 

Gaza can be served both by rail and by sea. In normal 
times a few ships would anchor off Gaza and take off the 
40,000 tons of barley and the 2,000 tons of wheat, which was 
the average annual export. ‘or lghterage purposes, boats 
would come from Jaffa in the season, and Gaza itself 
possessed small crait for this purpose. A small harbour 
was begun before the war. The barley was of excellent 
quality, and was largely exported to England for the mak- 
ing of beer and whiskey. The wheat on the other hand was 
of poor quality. 

Jrade is improving, as may be seen from a comparison 
of the Customs statistics of October, 1918, and May, 1919. 
The value of imports has arisen from £3,300 in October of 
last year to £16,692 in May, 1919. 

Gaza and Khan Yunis supply 64 viilages with goods. and 
the revenue derived from this and other sources is a valu- 
able asset to the Administration. The district embraces 64 
villages, inhabitéd entirely by Moslems. 

INDUSTRIES. 


With the exception of pottery the industries of the town 
supply local requirements only. The principal are :— 

Weaving: There are about a dozen looms for wool 
weaving, and two or three for cotton, now working. The 
cloth produced is coarse and inferior to that made at 
Mejdel. 

Dyeing: There are a few cloth dyeing shops. The 
colour is almost exclusively a dark blue. The industry 
is not capable of any great development. 

Olive Oil Presses: There were formerly nine oil presses, 
all of which are closed down. A revival of this indus- 
try is not to be expected in the immediate future, as 
the extensive olive groves that existed to the north of 
Gaza have all been cut down, and private persons look 
for an earlier return of their money than can be ob- 
tained from planting olive trees, which require at least 
seven vears’ growth before they produce even an inferior 
crop. The crop does not come to perfection until after 
20 to 25 years, 

Pottery: A certain amount of native pottery is made, 
in the shape of water pots, etc., and these articles are 
also exported. Undoubtedly, something could be done to 
develop this industry. The requirements are of the 
simplest, and local clay is used in the manufacture. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The ground is well cultivated in the neighbourhood, and 
the soil is reported to be uncommonly rich. Barley, wheat, 
beans, lentils, durra and all kinds of vegetables are grown. 
Five orange groves exist, of which three are in good con- 
dition; with more scientific cultivation vegetables and 
fruit might be grown on an extensive scale, and part of 
Palestine supplied. 

BANK. 

There was no established branch bank, but one private 
affair was run by ae certain Mousa Rawark. This 
has now ceased to exist. There would be scope in Gaza for 
a mortgage bank, to lend money to the landowners of the 
district, and thus assist them in the development of agri- 
culture. 

Future oF Gaza. 


There is a favourable future before Gaza. In the interests of 

Southern Palestine it would be a pity not to promote this. 
It would be of considerable assistance if a representative 
of a building firm from Egypt or elsewhere were allowed to 
visit Gaza, interview existing owners and see what could be 
done. The export possibilities of the place could be de- 
veloped. and with encouragement there is no reason why 
Gaza should not once more come into her own and be a 
prosperous city in the near future. 


TURKEY 


MACHINERY, ETC., REQUIREMENTS OF 
ADABAZAR DISTRICT. 
(From the British High Commissioner.) 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 

_ Trade prospects in the Adabazar district are very promis- 
ing, and not only is money plentiful but the farmer is 
anxious to invest in modern implements, and to effect im- 
provements. Ploughs are the first necessity, as there is 
Practically not a single new plough for sale. Enquiries 
have been received from one firm alone for quotations, 
eights, etc., for 2.000 ploughs of various weights and 
makes. 

The total number of ploughs in use at present does not 
number 4,500. and it is claimed that the whole district could 
use 100,000. There are 22 mills (flour and saw mills), all 
of which are in need of engineering plant; many contem- 
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plate enlarging, and are only waiting an opportunity of 
getting into touch with British manufacturing firms. 

An enquiry has also been received for the supply of 
electrical plant for the lighting of Adabazar. 

Glass is absolutely unprocurable in the district, and many 
houses are boarded up owing to this. A low-grade of glass 
is required, such as was exported from Belgium before the 
war. 

Horse shoes are badiy needed (« sample of size and 
weight can be procured if desirable). 

Cotton and woollen manufactured goods are very scarce; 
stocks are practically exhausted. 

Hendek and district is a large tobacco-growing district, 
producing annually 1,000,000 okes. The whole district. in- 
cluding Ismidt, produces 4,000,000 okes. | 

Coal and iron ore deposits are reported. 


|Notr.—-Adabazar is in Asia Minor, about 75 miles from 


Scutari (which is on the Bosphorus, oppasite Constanti- 
nople. | 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








DEVELOPMENTS IN FRUIT-GROWING 
INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Commereial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 


Aitention is drawn to the recent incorporation of the 
American fruit growers, with a capitalisation of 50,000,000 
dols., the direct object of this organisation, it is 
stated, being :— 

1. To standardise fruit and produce business of the 
United States. 

2. To market its products, both fruits and vegetables, 
under hranded names, which it would endeavour 
to keep before the public and to further develop 
the export trade. 

The incorporation papers have been filed in Delaware. The 
stock of the company is to be divided as follows : —10,000,000 
dols. preferred and 40,000,000 dols. common. Tor the 
present needs of the company only 10,000,000 dols. of the 
stock will be issued, and none of this will be offered publicly. 
Blocks of it have already been subscribed by trade interests, 
bankers and industrial interests in various sections of the 
country. 

ConceRNS INVOLVED. 

The Union Trust Company, of Pittsburgh, acted as 
bankers in the formation of the tompany, which is built 
around several existing firms as a nucleus. The concerns 
entering into the amalgamation are Crutchfield and Wolfolk, 
of Chicago; T. H. Peppers and Co., of Los Angeles; F. S. 
Dutton, doing business in Florida; and Wells and Wade, 
doing business in Washington. All of these are distributing 
concerns and will furnish the distributing organisation of 
the new company. 

The American Fruit Growers, Inc., will not confine its 
activities to the functions of distributing and marketing, 
however, but has already entered the production field. It 
has acquired to date orchard properties valued at 5,000,000 
dols., located in the Corona citrus belt, and Lodi grape 
district of California, in Wenatchee und Yakima Valleys of 
Washington, the apple regions of the Appalachians and in 
Southern Illinois. some properties in Oregon, and citrus 
sections of Florida. Cash has been paid for these properties. 

It is understood that negotiations are also pro 
ceeding for other properties. Vegetables, as well as 
fruits, will be produced and distributed by the com- 
pany, and, accordingly, it is expected that lands suitable 
to their growing will be acquired. 

The project is regarded in financial circles as a new 
departure, constituting the first formidable effort to apply 
the methods of ‘‘big business’’ to this particular field. Large 
companies have previously been organised for sectional 
business, but this is believed to be the initial attempt to 
cover the field nationally, both from the standpoint of pro- 
duction and marketing, and to embrace in the scope of one 
corporation’s activities such a wide range of products. 


Export TRADE. 


The possibilities of export business in the fruit trade are 
demonstrated by the latest statistics covering the foreign 
commerce of the country, issued by the Department of 
Commerce. These show that the value of American fruit and 
nut exports during the eleven months ended May reached 
a total of 61,908,978 dols., almost double thetr value, durin 
the corresponding months of 1917-18. More than 1.500, 
barrels of apples and 1,100,000 boxes of oranges, for example, 
were shipped abroad, not to mention large quantities of other 


items. 
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FINANCING CALIFORNIA CROP. 

[Independently of the above, a syndicate for financing the 
dried fruit crop has been tormed in the United States. This 
syndicate of American banks and banking concerns propose 
to extend acceptance credits, which it is expected may run 
as high as 20,000,000 dols., to finance the California dried 
fruit crop. It is also reported that approval of the trans- 
action and eligibility of the bills has actually been given 
by the Federal Reserve Board. In this connection it is 
interesting to note that this will be the first time that the 
Western fruit crop is to be handled by the credit medium oi 
hank acceptances. Heretofore the credits have been moved 
with the assistance of straight bank loans. 

[t was announced recently that a credit of 3,000,000 dolls. 
had actually already been granted to the California Prune 
and Apricot Association, and one of 2,000,000 do!s. to the 
‘California Raisin Growers’ Association. 

The credit will be a revolving one, bills being drawn for 
thirty, sixty, and ninety-day periods commencing from lst 


July and running into the spring of 1920. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





MEXICO, 
ACTIVITIES OF THE BRITISH TRADE POARD. 


At the July meeting of the Board it was stated 
that many circulars were still being issued regarding applica- 
tions for Agencies, and bringing before the public several 
dines of manufactures. A continued supply of catalogues 
have been received during June from overseas, comprising 
various lines of manufactures, and these have been dis- 
tributed to interior points, where it was thought they would 
bring the best results. The Board have received advices trom 
several manufacturers overseas that in some instances agents 
have been appointed in this Republic, others are in cor- 
respondence with firms in Mexico with the view of obtaining 
such representation. 

The Board has taken a leading part in securing the ship- 
ment to the United Kingdom of last season’s cotton. About 
30,000 bales (which was the Board’s estimate of exports) 
were shipped by the end of June. 

In the early days of June, the Mexican Government 
pubished a decree virtually placing an embargo on all ship- 
ments on the Vera Cruz Railway, rescinding the rates that 
were then being charged, and placing same on the basis 
applying to express charges which in most cases is about 
five times more than those of the ordinary rates. 

This delayed the movement of all freights, both to and 
from Vera Cruz. Urgent representations were made to the 
President direct by the Board and by those interested in the 
cotton exportation, as well as by the Associated Chambers 
otf Commerce in Mexico City. As a result, the Decree was 
annulled on 24th June, thus enabling the freight to be moved. 

The British Trade Board was represented at these meetings 
by the Secretary, and in consequence of the successful action 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce it was resolved that 
the Secretary should approach ihe Presidents of the several 
Chambers of Commerce in Mexico City, with the view of 
arranging for representation of the Board at future meet- 
ings, explaining to them that though there was no regular 
organised British Chamber of Commerce, the British Trade 
Board was carrying on all the functions pertaining to same. 
Answers have been received conforming to the requesi, 
and that in future the British Trade Board will be considered 
as a duly organised Chamber of Commerce and be represented 
at their meetings. 





Mexican Exports. 
The Board has prepared the following Foreign Trade 
figures tor the fisca! vear of 1918:— 
ExeortTs. 
Dols. 
(Mexican.) 


Dols. 
(Mexican. ) 


Euro pe— Nicaragua ..... 60 505-00 
France _.......... 6.01500 Panama 728 .826°94 
Great Britain 4.372.626°91 Salvador ....... 11.621-00 
Spain inh hanes 1,.655.411-40) South America— 

Asia Argentine 
er 251 393-62 Republic 297 ,612-33 

North America— EPS areer 484 ,763°33 
United States 350,074.345-24. Chile 9 ............ $.684,117-16 

(Central Amertca—  erorrere 91.700-00 
Costa Rica ....:. 32.728-20) West Indies— 

Guatemala 583,565°91 Cuba _............ 3.029 169-55 
Honduras ...... 103,890-08 saleetiiiacumimiictherina dain 
Brit. Honduras 837,159-79 ere 367 .305 451-46 
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RESUME. 

Dols. 
(Mexican. ) 
DD csusntayscevangeaniantandonctdeeesondes 6,034 053-3] 
IE, silts duetida lk pcdhationcaieabagemnubianiomnainn 251,393-62 
kc i suecalvsnesavsevaees 350,074,345: 24 
CREE FAMED konidenccvnitnndedesscnens 1,629 469-98 
i ..6. wseeethmesdenetnawee 6,287 019-76 
BENE . ci: smanngcenddebeneinieeheaditeséxdakeinkid 3,029.169-55 
BE §—kiaeavidanenadancevnds 367 ,305 451-46 

Dols. 
(Mexican. ) 
RR BODE aacsscsiescscsvsnvassoverens 19,569,701°44 
Vemotable ProGucts — .........6..060...06.: 126,937 322-68 
Mineral products _...............scsesses. 213,932,342-32 
Manufactured products ................ 4,866 085-02 








Total 





Siatistics of imports were given on p. 127 of the 
of Trade Journal” of 24th July. 


VENEZUELA, 


PUBLIC WORKS DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








CARACAS. 

A long list of the principal public works undertaken 
during the current year is given in the annual message to 
Congress of the Provisional President. Among the most 
important are roads—that from San Cristobal to the Tachira 
Railway (Venezuelan) communicating with the Lake of 
Maracaibo; from Barinas, passing by the River Santo 
Domingo, Mucuchies and Merida to the terminus of the 
Santa Barbara and El Vigia Railway (Venezuelan) com- 
municating with the Lake of Maracaibo. A third route 
leading to the Lake by the La Ceiba Railway is also to be 
opened up by the construction of a road to Motatan along 
the Vallev of the Bocono from Bocono de Barinas. 

ErrecTt oF THE NEw Roaps. 

While these feeders of three smali Venezuelan railways 
are in active course of construction, other roads seem in- 
tended rather to serve as competitors with than feeders of 
railways owned by foreign companies. Such are the La 
Guaira-Caracas road; the road from Puerto Cabello to 
Valencia; the road from San Felipe (on the Bolivar Railway) 
to Puerto Cabello, already completed; and the projected 
road from San Felipe to Barquisimeto. These roads directly 
compete with the La Guaira Railway, the Puerto Cabello 
Valencia Railway, and the Bolivar Railway, all owned by 
British companies. Two of them, namely, the Caracas-La 
(;uaira Road, end that from Valencia to Puerto Cabello, are 
as well maintained as the best European roads, and the 
Railway companies concerned may be called upon to cut 
freight to prevent their interests being seriously affected by 
the competition of carts and motor lorries. 


Port oF OCUMARE. 

There is an evident desire on the part of the present 
Administration to develop the port of Ocumare, which 18 
now connected by a good carriage road with Maracay, and 
from there directly with the central plains. A pier has been 
built and this port may some day take away traffic from the 
harbours of La Guaira (which is under British management) 
and Puerto Cabello, as well as from the railways serving 
them. When the roads now projected have been completed 
they will have a total extension of nearly two thousand miles. 
Railway mileage is only 540. 

RAILWAYS AND RIVERS. | 

There is no indication in the message of any intention 
to proceed with or encourage railway development or 10 
enlarge and improve existing ports except Ocumare de la 
Costa, which is about the same distance from Maracay, the 
residence of General Gomez, as Caracas is from La Guaira. 

It is stated that the important question of river navigation 
is to be studied. Very little has hitherto been made of 
the admirable waterways, navigable far into Colombia, with 
which nature has richly endowed this country. 

DRAINAGE FOR CARACAS. . 

Other public works already decided upon are quarantine 
stations at Puerto Cabello and La Guaira and an isolation 
hospital near Caracas. It appears also that the long-deferte 
scheme for providing the capital with a proper system of 
drains is now to be taken in hand. It is a work involving 
considerable expenditure, and there should be an opportunity 
for British Sanitary Engineers and Contractors to compete 
for the execution of the contract. 


—S 
—— 
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Shipping and Docks. 
CHILE. 


MEASURE TO DEVELOP MERCANTILE 
MARINE. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








SANTIAGO. 

A Pecrec issued by the President of the Republic at the 
instance ot the Minister of Finance on the 20th Mav last, 
enacted that the provisions of Law No. 3219 of the 29th 
January, 1917, respecting tonnage dues, should come inio 
gperation from the Ist May of the present year. 

‘The law in question ought to have become operative eighieen 
mouths from the date of its publication in the ‘‘Official 
Gazette,’’ which would have been the 3lst July, 1918, but 
it remained dormant until the promulgation of the present 
Decree. 

The object ot the Law is to endeavour to create and foster 
a Chilean mercantile marine, and eventually to exclude 
foreign vessels from the Chilean coastwise trade altogether, 
though a concession is made in the case of vessels belonging 
to other South American countries, provided they grant reci- 
procal treatment. 

A distinction is drawn between sailing and mechanically 
propelled vessels. In the former case vessels under 500 tons 
register, and in the latter, those under 100 tons register, are 
exempt. 

It is hoped that the conditions imposed by the Law will 
eventually be modified in the case of certain British interests 
on the grounds of their having been pioneers of regular 
services of shipping on the Chilean coast, or that these may 
receive the same concessions as those to be accorded to other 
South American States. 

A reference to this Law was made in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 12th 
April, 1917. A translation may be consulted on application 
at the Enquiry Room, Department of Oversees Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 


FRANCE. 


PORT AND WATER-WAY DEVELOPMENTS AT 
MARSEILLES. 


The question of the development of the port of Mar- 
seilles has lately come again to the fore with that of Rhone 
navigation, and the two problems are so intimately bound 
up together that it is difficult to treat of one without the 
other. 

Although the extension of the port of Marseilles is here 
dealt with, it is necessary to preface it by a short account 
of the existing position on the canal which is to connect 
Marseilles with the Rhone, thus forming a last link. though 
the first to be completed, in the formation of the great 
navigable waterway which is to connect the Lake of Geneva 
with the Mediterranean. 








MARSEILLES-RHONE CANAL. 
This great enterprise was declared ‘‘d’utilite publique’’ in 
1903, and was estimated to cost 71,000,000 frs. (£2,840,000), 
to be contributed as follows :— 


irs. 
SN 0h 22: cdedeuncsauiamalieainnewaddiy watudeaawine 39,500,000 
Marseilles Chamber of Commerce ......... 22,166,668 
Department of Bouches du Rhone ....... 6,666,666 
Town of Marseilles ...............ccccccecccees 6,666,666 
he a Std 71,000,000 





the Chamber of Commerce further taking upon itself any 
excess over this original figure. 

As might be expected, this sum has already been largely 
exceeded, and the total cost was already in 1918 put at 
100,000,000 frs. (£4,000,000), throwing an additional charge 
of 29,000,000 frs. (£1,160,000) upon the Chamber of Com- 
merce, whose total contribution, even in the unlikely event 
of the ultnmate cost not exceeding this estimate, will thus not 
be less than 51,000,000 frs. (£2,040,000). To meet these 
heavy charges the Law of 1903 authorised the Chamber to 
levy dues on all shipping and goods entering the Port of 
Marseilles for a period not exceeding seventy vears. 

The canal may be divided into two main sections, starting 
from Marseilles: 

The first section from the basin lying between the 
Madrague or Wilson Basin and the mainland, follows the 
Coast, protected by a breakwater of rocks 5,000 metres in 
length to the Port de Lave in the Estaque quarter. This 
part of the Canal is thirty metres in width at the bottom and 
three metres in depth. It is completely finished; the total 
cost being 12,256,000 frs. 

The second section. and by far the most difficult and 
costly, starts from the Port de Lave and passes under the 
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Rove Chain by means of a tunnel tour-and-a-quarter miles 
long. together with tow paths on either side of the canal. 
The waterway will admit two sea-going barges of 900 tons 
capacity to pass each other in motion. The work on this 
section was begun in 1911, and though the tunnel was actually 
pierced as long ago as 1916 by means of three galleries, only 
4,600 metres out of the total length of 7,118 metres are 
finished, leaving 2,500 metres still to be done. It is expected 
that, with the increased amount of labour now available, the 
whole of this enterprise will have been finished in three vears’ 
time, in time for the Colonial Exhibition of 1922. 

On leaving the tunnel the Canal runs through the Gignac 
cutting, which is 2 kilometres long and 30 metres deep. 
Besides the work still to be done in the tunnel and the Gignac 
cutting. there remains to be executed the masonry of the 
Arles Lock, the abutments of the bridges of Fos and Jai, 
and the unfinished half of the widening of the existing canal 
at Port de Bouc. 

According to the French Minister of Public Works, the 
works between the Port de Lave and Port de Bouc, includ- 
ing the tunnel and the Gignac cutting, cannot be finished 
in less than five years from the present. The remainder of 
the section Port de Bouc to Arles cculd be completed within 
the same period, only this acceleration would, in the 
Minister’s opinion, throw too heavy a financial burden on to 
the shoulders of the Marseilles Chamber of Commerce, who 
are already committed to an outlay far beyond their 
original estimate, and it is, therefore, proposed to 
Spread this portion of the work over ten years from now. 
This need not mean, however, that.the Marseilles-Port de 
Bouc portion will not be available for traffic during that time, 
for, as soon as this section is ready, it should be possible 
for shipping to use the Rhone from Arles to St. Louis, at the 
mouth of the principal arm of the river, whence it will cross 
the Golfe de Fos, where navigation is generally safe, and 
which is only a matter of a few hours, to link up with the 
Canal at Port de Bouc. If this decision not to press 
on with the Arles-Port de Bouc section is adhered to, it 
seems within the bounds of possibility that the final opening 
of the Arles-Marseilles Canal throughout its length may 
coincide with the opening of the Rhone to navigation from 
Geneva to Arles, thus realising the dream of linking up 
Geneva and Lyons with Marseilles by means of a navigable 
waterway. 


. 


[TANG DE BERRE. 

This waterway passes through and utilises the greav inlet 
of the sea lving to the nerth-east of Marseilles and known 
as the Etang de Berre, a sheet of water some 58 square miles 
in extent and of varying depth, which is not less than 
28 ft. over one-third of its area, communicating with the sea 
hy a narrow opening known as the Etang de Caronte, at the 
seaward eud of which is situated the small but progressive 
harbour of Port de Bouc, while the picturesque little town of 
Martigues commands the entrance to the Etang de Berre. 
This narrow channel is not sufficiently deep for navigation 
by ocean-going vessels, so that this great natural harbour, 
completely landlocked and protected from view and attack 
seawards by a narrow strip of highland from 300 to 800 ft. 
in height, which, with a certain amount of dredging, could 
be made to accommodate any number of large ships, has 
hitherto been only accessible to a few fishing boats and salt 
lighters, 

The Marseilles Chamber of Commerce in 1916 offered the 
French Government to undertake the work of clearing and 
dredging the harbour of Port de Bouc and of widening and 
deepening the Ship Canal to Martigues. No immediate 
action followed this offer, but a report was eventually issued 
by the Government in 1918 recommending that works should 
be undertaken comprising the deepening of Port de Bouc 
Harbour and the Canal toa minimum of 33 ft., and the con- 
struction of a new quay. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


These proposals have now taken definite shape, and a 
Government Bill embodying them has been broughi in, and 
has already passed the Chamber of Deputies, and is only 
awaiting the approval of the Senate in order to become Law. 
This measure provides for: 

(1) The widening and deepening of the Ship Canal part 
of the Arles-Marseilles Canal lying between the Etang de 
Berre and Port de Bouc, at a cost of 24,000,000 frs. 
(£960,000), to be entirely borne by the Chamber of Commerce. 

(2) The improvement of Port de Bouc Harbour by the 
deepening of the entrance, the widening of the basin itself, 
the prolongation of the quay, and the doing away with the 
salt beds in the Etang de Caronte, at a cost of 26,000,000 frs. 
(£1,040,000) to be borne in equal parts by the Chamber of 

Jommerce and the State. 

(3) The construction of quays and the erection of plant 
on either side of the ship canal at Port de Bouc and of the 
Etang de Caronte and the Etang de Berre, to be undertaken 
hv the Chamber of Commerce or private individuals. The 
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estimated cost of these works is not mentioned in the Bill. 
hut has been computed at 150,000,000 frs. (£6,000,000). 
bringing the total estimated outlay to 200,000,000 frs. 
(£8,000,000), 

(1) The inclusien of the Etang de Berre and Port de 
Bouc in the region in which the Chamber of Commerce may 
apply the dues which they already levy in the port of 
Marseilles. 

It is laid down that no tax on passengers may exceed 
\frs. ahead. The bill contains further provisions relating to 
the Mirabeau Basin, which is dealt with below. It is estimated 
that the portion ot these works necessary could be finished 
within five vears, by which time it is hoped that that part oi 
the Arles-Marseilies Canal lying between the Etang de Berre 
and Marseilles will also be ready for traffic, permitting the 
utilisation of the improved passage from the sea into the 
Etang. 

The promoters of this scheme for the opening up and ex- 
ploitation of the Etang de Berre anticipate that the realisa- 
tion of their projects will attract many industries io the shores 
ot the Etang, which is already well served in respect of 
railway communications by the main line Marseilles-Lyons- 
Paris, which skirts the north-eastern shore, and by the 
recently finished Marseilles-Estaque-Maramas line, which 
crosses the Etang de Caronte at Port de Bouc and then 
strikes north to join the main line at the great junction of 
Miramas. Once the shores of the Etang are readily accessible 
from the sea, there is every reason to hope that many in- 
dustries will avail themselves of the advantage of the water 
and land communications thus available, and will establish 
themselves along its shores. 

A scheme has also been put forward by the Swiss, with a 
considerable measure of approval in French commercial 
circles. for the establishment of a Swiss Free Port on the 
shores of the Etang, but it is understood that for the moment 
this question is dormant. 


MEAnsEILLES Port EXTENSIONS. 


The Bill now before the Legislature also provides for a 
declaration of public utility in favour of the construction 
ot the so-called Mirabeau Basin as an extension of the Port 
of Marseilles along the coast in a north-westerly direction, at 
an estimated cost of 123,000,000 frs. (£4,920,000), the whole 
of which is to be advanced as required by the Chamber of 
Commerce to the State, who undertakes to repay half of it 
in fifteen equal instalments, beginning sixteen years hence. 
As a preliminary the Chamber is to provide at once a sum of 
31,000,000 frs. (£1,240,000) for the construction of the outer 
sea-walls of the Basin, which fwill provide a sheltered 
anchorage for vessels waiting their place alongside the quays. 

The scheme provided for the prolongation of the existing 
main outer jetty by 1,640 ft., and the construction of 3} 
miles of quays, enclosing basins covering nearly 157 acres in 
surface, and of a uniform depth of 42 ft., sufficient to accom- 
modate vessels 584 ft. long. 

In return for their outlay and advances without interest 
the Chamber of Commerce is authorised to. utilise all the 
various dues and tolls leviable in the Port of Marseilles tor 
meeting the charges incurred. 

The Mirabeau Basin is the continuation north-westward 
of the Basin formerly known as the ‘‘Madrague,’’ but now 
called the ‘‘Wilson,’’ begun in 1910 and not yet finished, 
though sufficiently advanced to enable it to be partially used. 
This basin was estimated to cost 32,000,000 frs. (£1,280,000). 

The outer wall prolongs the main sea jetty, to be prolonged 
in its turn by the Mirabeau Basin—by some 328 yards, and 
the Basin will be provided with over a mile-and-a-half ot 
quays and a mole called ‘‘G,”’ 333 yards in height, which was 
opened in 1916, and is used temporarily for discharging coal 
for the railway company. The Basin is to have a minimum 
depth of 39 feet. 

Another important undertaking in which the Marseilles 
Chamber of Commerce is engaged, for the extension of the 
Port, consists in the reclaiming, by means of earthworks, of 
the shallows known as the ‘‘Terrepleins de Mourepiane,’’ 
lying to the north of the Mirabeau Basin, in order to 
utilise the land reclaimed for buildings connected with sea- 
borne commerce, and possibly also for factories, all with 
access to the railway. This enterprise, the initial cost of 
which, estimated at 12,000,000 frs. (£480,000), is being borne 
by the Chamber of Commerce. was sanctioned in 1916, but 
work on the actual reclaiming has been delayed owing to the 
war, and up to the present only the quay of the basin which 
forms part of the scheme has been built. 

In return for their outlay, the Chamber of Commerce have 
received the concession of 74 acres out of the total area to be 
reclaimed of 117 acres. for commercial and_ industrial 
purposes. 

[Note. An article on the canalisation of the Rhone will 
appear in next week’s issue. | 
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Minerals and Metais. 


JAPAN. 
MINERAL OUTPUT, 1918. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 


YOKOHAMA. 








The tollowing figures give the output of principal mineral 
products of Japan for 1918:— Compared with 1917, 


Gold, 1,961,203 momme ............ Increase 9-2 per cent, 
Silver, 49,526,314 momme .......... Decrease 12°5 per cent, 


Copper 135,056,620 kin 


Iron, 81,558 tons 


cnnaeetince Decrease 10°8 per cent, 
sp lniacehesansabeiivis Increase 5:3 per cent, 


Coal, 23,741,294 tons ...............0.. Increase 1:6 per cent, 

Petroleum 2,084,582 koku ......... Decrease 15:2 per cent, 

Sulphur, 60,004 tons .................. Decrease 43:2 per cent, 
* 


ote.—Momme = 0-01005 Ib. avoir., 0-00827 Ib. troy. 
Kin = 1:33 lb. avoir. (approx.). 
Koku = 47°65 gallons. 


JAPAN (Formosa). 


COAL PRODUCTION IN FORMOSA. 
(From the British Consul.) 








TAMSUI. 


The output of coal in Formosa in 1918 of the principal 
mines was as follows :— 





Tons. 

a ere 125,913 
Keelung Coal Mine .................. 68,619 
Sg SR rerrsrrace 18,445 
GE hac dcvidnnvsvancninbesas 24,369 
i ia hal 14,040 
SREP R Pa ye ergrenn eeeeenrrey ome 26,019 
a al a 13,949 
a a 18,498 
I a a ls 12,495 
Sd thatsd aninabtitneidtddicunasis AT9 ATS 

BR go eee ee ae 801.520 


‘All other’’ represent more than half the total, but they 
include fewer than 268 small mines and in no case was the 
output in 1918 as much as 10,000 tons per annum. They 
are mostly mines that have sprung up in the course of the 
past 18 months, and owe their existence to the present high 
price of coal. Some may turn out to be good mines, but 
the majority will probably be short-lived affairs. 

Of the mines mentioned, nearly all are near Keelung. 
Goud quality coal at present costs about 19 yen per ton at 
Keelung. So far only one British ship has bunkered there 
this year, Hitherto, Formosan mines have in general 
suffered trom lack of capital, but Mitsui’s are now interested 
in several of the larger and a considerable number of small 
ones, so that this drawback should be remedied 
extent. - 


eee 
-s 





Exports. 
Exports of Formosan coal in 1918 were as follows :—- 
Tons 
IE, cn ccsins np binsitadnsivicdinnbicducciient 186,473 
PARIS: EP sero neon err pen 88,682 
So cinciccalubeeiiibmexies 6,801 
Other countries ......... Glickman 130 
NIE: , « <auleuieipasilenninciiadwulbintiss 282,086 


These were valued ai yen 2,893,754—an increase of 29,000 
tons and yen 1,108,895 as compared with 1917. The increase 
in value is striking and shows how the price has risen in 
the past year. This rise in price will be even more pro- 
nounced in 1919, as the exports for the first five months 
of this year amounted to 170,390 tons, valued at ven 
2,543,856. ; 

Mining methods at most of the coal mines in Formosa 
are very primitive and little machinery is used. The system 
is generally to dig the coal out along the outcrop as far as 
possible. Now, however, some of the large mines are getting 
deeper, and with the entry of Mitsui’s more progressive 
measures may be adopted. 


MADAGASCAR. 
MINING PERMITS. 


The Acting British Consul at Antananarivo states that 
subjects of the Allied nations are entitled, for the time 
being, to obtain an unlimited number of permits to prospect 
for gold, other precious metals, and precious stones Im 
Madagascar, but a personal letter of authorisation must be 
obtained through the Mines Department. ' 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





With regard to permits for base metal claims, the 
Governor-General reserves to himself the right to limit the 
number to be granted to any one person. - a2 

A notice on the subject of the renewal of mining permits 
appeared on page 756 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 12th June. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


DROP IN COAL OUTPUT. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 





According to opinion among American coal merchants, the 
main causes of the drop in the output ot coal are due to 
the exodus of foreigners from the United States to their 
native country, together with the fact that of the piggies = 
of Americans who were drafted into the army, only a small 
portion actually returned to their former work. The tear 
that in the winter the railroads will not be able to handle 
all the coal that will be required, has caused the National 
Coal Association to carry on an advertising campaign, urging 
the people of the United States to buy as much coal = 

ssible during the summer months, pointing out that ihe 
coal cannot be stored at the mines, and that railroads have 
light freight business at this s ason. . | —— 

Confronted with the increased cost of labour, nearly a. 
coal dealers have made an increase in the price of the 
various grades of both anthracite and bituminous ont. a 
express the opinion that such increase was a 
necessary in order to meet the advancing expenses whic 1 
they have in nearly every department of their business, There 
is also a likelihood of a further considerable increase in price 
in the winter months. | . - 

Shipments of anthracite for the month of June, as reportec 
te the Anthracite Bureau of Information, Philadelphia, 
amounted to 5,619,591 tons, as compared with 5,711,915 tons 


‘in the preceding month, and with 6,867,669 tons in the cor- 


responding month of 1918. The Bureau states that as was 
the case in May, the larger part of the decrease in June, as 
compared with last year, was due to the smaller output of 
steam sizes from the washeries. It estimates that more 
than two-thirds of the decrease was in that size. 

The following figures and observations will show at a 
glance the average daily and weekly coal output, as well as 
the production of the calendar year to date :— 


Bituminous Coat. 


The production of bituminous coal in the week ended 5th 
July is estimated at 7,469,000 net tons, an average per day 
for the five working days of 1,494,000 tons, compared with 
an average per day of 1,576,000 tons in the previous week, as 
against 2,050,000 tons in the week ended 6th July, 1 918. — 
production for the calendar year to date was 220,361,000 
tons, nearly 74,560,000 tons less than in the corresponding 
period last year. The average daily production, considering 
only working days, has been about 500,000 tons less this 
vear than last year. 

ANTHRACITE COAL. 


The estimated production of anthracite in the week ended 
5th July was 1,408,000 net tons, compared with 1,735,000 
tons in the corresponding week last year, and the average 
daily production in the week ended 5th July (a five-day 
week) was 282,000 tons, compared with 307,000 tons in the 
previous week, and 347,000 tons in the corresponding 
week last year. The production of anthracite to date is 
estimated at 40,204,000 tons, or 10,600,000 tons less than in 
the corresponding period last year. 


BEEHIVE COKE. 


The production of beehive coke in the week ended 5th July 
is estimated at 262,410 net tons, compared with 579,000 tons 
in the week ended 6th July, 1918, and with 283,600 tons in 
the last week of June, 1919. The production in the week 
ended 5th July was curtailed because of the celebration of 
the holiday on 4th July. , 

In this connection it may be of further interest to observe 
that efforts are being made to direct the employment of 
returning soldiers in the coke regions of the iron and stecl 
industry. The Assistant to the Secretary of War, who is 
in charge of the re-employment of ex-soldiers, has made the 
following announcement. 

“Authoritative data have reached this office that though 
many iron and steel plants are operating at not more than 
60 per cent. of capacity, opportunities for employment are 
very great. In fact, in some districts, particularly in the 
coke regions, from which many foreigners have started to 
return to Europe, there is danger of a labour shortage which 
may become serious before long. The exodus of alien 
workers, now going on on a large scale, will probably con- 
tinue in increasing volume.” 


SO 
—— 

















Textiles, 


JAPAN. 


FUTURE OF HEMP INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YoKoHAMa. 

The progress of the Japanese hemp industry is described 
in the ‘‘Chugwai Shogyo Shimbun,’’ which states that there 
is nO comparison between its present and pre-war condition. 

The hemp industry was started about 30 years ago, but 
it was only after the Russo-Japanese War that its success 
appeared to be probable. The world war gave a further 
impetus to the development of the industry, and Japan 
began to export a large quantity instead of importing as she 
used to do before the war; the quantity exported in 1918 
amounting to as much as 5,300,000 yen. 

The Japanese hemp industry is now in possession of over 
00,000 spindles, and the land used for the cultivation of the 
material is about 40,000 cho. The fibre is used for the manu- 
facture of hemp goods, such as various goods for military use, 
rain coverings, bags, clothing, bedding, linen, mosquito nets, 
and also for mixed linen and cotton, and silk and hemp tex- 
tiles—the weaving of which has shown such progress ot Jate. 
Such being the case, so long as the European countries do 
not recover their superior producing power and start a 
severe competiton with Japanese goods, the prosperity of 
the Japanese hemp industry may be counted on as certain. 
Therefore the prospects of the industry cannot but be 
regarded as, on the whole, bright, states this authority, 
though pessimistic views are held by some of the business 
men concerned. 











SPAIN. 


MANUFACTURE OF PAPER THREAD. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 





GRANADA. 

A Jocal manufacturing concern has erected a factory to 
manutacture thread from paper and to weave cloth for the 
packing of their products. The raw material or paper paste 
wnich is required for the manufactvre of the thread, is 
obtained from eucalyptus wood, of which tree the company 
has a large plantation, covering many acres of ground, and 
which is being largely extended. 

The process for its manufacture is described as follows :— 

With the wood paste destined for the weaving machine, 
paper is first fabricated. This is then cut in long and narrow 
strips, like ribbon, similar to what is used in telegraph offices, 
and like them are rolled on small reels. 

Each reel 1s placed on a spinning-wheel, which is held in 
position by a needle which revolves with a velocity of 5,000 
to 6,000 revolutions per minute. By this means the strip 
of paper is twisted and forms a kind of tube, which, so far, 
is neither very fine nor very strong. To make it of greater 
resistance it is soaked in a special kind of glue, which at 
once becomes indissoluble, being exposed to thermal vapours. 
in this way the thread can again undergo another stretching 
or straining, and remains fine but stronger. 

The materials which are obtained from paper thread «ure 
still far too coarse to substitute for linen or cotton cloth. 





SYRIA. 
SITUATION IN LEBANON SILK INDUSTRY. 


(From the Intelligence Section, Egyptian Expeditionary 
Force.) 


Although numbers of mulberry trees in the Lebanon were 
cut down during the war and sold as fuel, the greater number 
remain, and the silk season this year should have been a 
good one but for the heavy showers und the unusually low 
temperature early in May. These have spoiled the hoped-for 
fair yield, especially in the plains where the osier-built 
houses are not weatherproof. 

It is calculated that in the mountains, despite the stone- 
built houses, the adverse circumstances in regard to weather, 
the war-depletion of mulberry tree groves, the exhaustion 
of the badly-tended remainder owing to lack of labour, have 
so combined that the production will not be much more than 
20 per cent. of what it was before the war. The trade in 
general is in such a precarious state, and offers so little 
return on capital, that some of the erstwhile big producers 
have given it up entirely. 

The only silk producible under present conditions are of 
the thick, heavy variety, involving much laborious hand 
labour. It is, however, of good quality in general. This 
has to compete with the thin French varieties of light 
weight, which have the advantages of modern high-class 
machinery and dye experts. 





_ — 
—_— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The Board ot Trade have received trom the Department of 
Trade and Customs. Meibourne, copy of Customs By-Law 
No. 404, which adds the tollowing goods to the list of articles 
which may be imported into the Commonw ealth at the rate 
of duty leviable 0; pon recognised ‘‘ minor articles for use in 
the. manufacture of soods within the Commonwealth.’’ 











viz: — 
Medicines— 

Potato flour for use in the manufacture of medicinal 
tablets (provided that security be given by the 
owner that it will be used for that purpose only, 
and that evidence of such use be given to the 
satisfaction of the Collector within six months 
after delivery by the Customis). 

The rate of duty leviable upon recognised 
is as foilows:— 

Under the British Preferential Tariff—Free. 

Under the Generai Tariff—s per cent. ad valorem. 


“minor articles’’ 





REGULATIONS GOVERNING IMPORTATION, 
ETC., OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of Statutory Rules 
No. 137, of 1919, specifying the regulations which now govern 
the importation into Australia of i inematograph films, and 
the conditions which must be complied with prior to their 
release from Customs control for exhibition. The new 
regulations, which are cited as the Customs (Cinematograph 
Films) Regulations, 1919, operate as from Ist May last, = 
papest the Regulations contained in Statutory Rules Nos. 128 
and 226 of 1918. 

The following are the principal provisions in the Regula- 
tions, viz. 

No film ‘shall be delivered from Customs control until 
authority therefor has been given by the Commonwealth Film 
Censorship. 

Application for registration of a film must be made in a 
specified form and accompanied by a fee of five shillings in 
respect of each reel in the film. 

Films submitted for registration shall, if so required by 
the Commonwealth Film Censorship, be screened for inspec- 
tion at the importer’s own expense and risk. 

The censor may either approve the film unconditionally, 
approve the film subject to any conditions as he thinks fit to 
impose, or refuse approval and registration. 

No film shall be registered which in the opinion of a 
censor (a) is blasphemous, indecent, or obscene ; or (b) is likely 
to be injurious to morality, or to encourage or incite to 
crime; or (c) is likely to be offensive to the people of any 
friendly nation ; or (d) depicts any matter the exhibition of 
which is undesirable in the public interests. 

Each film approved for registration shall be exhibited 
exactly in the form and under the name in which it is 
registered, without any alteration or addition, unless the 
consent in writing of the Chief Censor is first obtained 
thereto; and any film in respect of which a contravention of 
this regulation has been committed shall thereupon be deemed 
to be an unregistered film and liable to be seized as a pro- 
hibited import. 

The Minister of State for Trade and Customs may at any 
time revoke any certificate of registration. 

Any film in respect of which a certificate of refusal to 
register has been issued, or the certificate of registration has 
been revoked, or the conditions in relation to its exhibition 
have not been complied with, shall be deemed a prohibited 
import within the meaning of the Customs Act, 1901-16, and 
of the Proclamation dated 14th February, 1917, issued under 
that. Act. 

No imported poster, photograph, sketch, programme, slide, 
or other advertising Avene intended to be used in connec- 
tion with the exhibition within the Commonwealth of 
Australia of any imported cinematograph film, shall be 
delivered from Customs control until authority therefor has 
been given by the Commonwealth Film Censorship ; and such 
articles, when released, shall be exhibited or used in exactly 
the same condition, and without any addition thereto, as 
the form in which their delivery has been authorised by such 
Censor. 

Unapproved advertising matter or advertising matter (as 
above) in relation to which a contravention as indicated in 
the preceding paragraph has been committed shall be deemed 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


-~continued. 





to be prohibited imports within the meaning of the Customs 
Let, 1901-16, and of the Proclamation dated 3lst Julv, 1918 
issued under that Act. 


Ce 


PATION OF CONDENSED MILI 
PERMITTED. 

The “‘Commonwealth of Australia Gazette’? of 20th June 
contains copy ot a Proclamation, dated 19th June, 1919, 
revoking the Proclamation of 5th March last, which pro. 
hibited “the exportation from Australia of condensed | milk, 
unless the consent in writing of the Minister of State Soe 
Trade and Customs had first been obtained. 


EXPOR’ 





NEW ZEALAND. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The toilowing Customs Decisions, specifying the classifica. 
tion of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on their 
importation into New Zealand, are contained in Minister's 
Order, D.39, dated 6th May, 1919, viz. :— 





rT 


Rates of Import Daty, 





‘Pelee 
'On goods the 
produce or 
ARTICLES. Cn manufacture 
Tariff Foreign of any part of 
Item. © oods. the British 


Dominions, 











| 
| 
| 
Articles and materials suited only | 
for, and to be used solely in the | 
fabrication of goods in the | 
Dominion, viz. :— | | 
Cylinders, metal, empty, pecu- | 
liarly constructed to hold | 
liquefied gases to be generated | 
in New Zealand: Welding | 
rods of steel or aluminium, 
specially suited for acetone or | 
electric welding - .. 482 Free | Free 
Educational apparatus, etc., viz: | 
The following are admitted free | | 
on declaration that they have | 
been specially imported and | 
will be used solely for educa- | 
tional purposes in a school, | | 
college, or university, and | 
that they will not be removed 
therefrom without payment 
of the duty :— 


Cinematographs .. .. 441 Free | Free 
Fruit, viz. :—Strawberry fruit, i | 
cluding the seeds, and with mane | | 
or syrup added .. - ... 80 | 374% ad | 25% ad val. 
| 


Ice-chests or household refrigera- | 
tors, of wood, lined with metal ... 111 373% ad | 25% ad val. 


Insoles, “‘ Canium,”’ of leather and 
rubber, for insertion in boots 
(claimed as sock-soles) . .| 101 (30% ad val. 

Paper, blotting, tissue, and back- 
ing, over “‘demy ” size, declared | | | 
as stereo paper to be used solely 
as printing material in the manu- 
facture of stereotypes - 

Spark plug cleaner, the “ Cham- 
pion *‘ Minute,’ ” consisting of a 
glass tubular receptacle, with | 
rubber ring, enn loose | | 
lengths of wire wie . 121 30% ad val. 

Stucco-board, “ Bishopric,” con- | | 
sisting of wooden laths cemented | 
to fibre-board. The parts to be | 
separately classified as follows :— | 

Laths .. ..| 193 |2 
Fibre- board, if of size not less | | | 
than * ‘royal ” and we ighing | 

not less than 2 oz. “0 sheet | 
of ‘‘ royal” size .| 341 | Free | Free 

Tractors, viz. :—Schofield " Auto. | | | 
Motive Tractors, constructed so | | 
that they may be driven by a. 
motor-car mounted thereon ../ 41 

[Note.—The motor-car is sub- 
ject to duty under Tariff | | | 
Item No. 194a.] | | 

Trucks known as dump trucks, | | 
electrically self-propelled, for use 
on wharves or smooth roads 


20°% ad val. 


412 10°, ad val. | Free 
20% ad val.’ 


s. the 1,000} 2s. the 1,000, 


— 


10% ad val. | Free 


194a,20% ad val. 10% ad val. 
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A previous Customs Decision, which classitied *‘cineniato- 
raphs specially suited tor home use, worked by hand power, 
and generating their own light” as ‘‘educational apparatus, 
‘; cancelled. 


‘Note.--A primage duty of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied 
on all the above goods, except educational apparatus, in 
a-cordance with the ‘‘Finance Act, 1915.’’ This duty is pay- 
able on importation, and is levied irrespective ot whether the 
goods are otherwise liable to duty or not.] 





IMPORT DUTY ON CERTAIN TRACTORS. 

The ‘‘New Zealand Gazette’ ot 12th June contains copy ot 
an Order-in-Council, dated 10th June, 1919, relative to the 
Customs duty on certain tractors. The Order-in-Council 
states that tractors driven by gas, oil, or electricity, suited 
for use in stores or warehouses, or upon wharves or pave- 
ments, or for similar use, shall be charged with the following 
duties on their importation into New Zealand, viz. :— 

If the produce of some part of the British Dominions, 
10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Otherwise, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

A primage duty of 1 per cent. ad valorem is aiso levied 
under each of the above Tariffs. 





PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF WHEATMEAL 
AND GROUND WHEAT. 

The ‘‘New Zealand Gazette’? of 19th June publishes an 
Order-in-Council, dated 17th June, 1919, which prohibits the 
importation into New Zealand of wheatmeal and ground 
wheat, save with the consent of the Minister of Customs 
given on the recommendation of the Board of Trade. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


EXTENDED OPERATION OF CUSTOMS AND 
EXCISE LAWS. 

The ‘‘British South Africa Company Government Gazette”’ 
of 30th June contains copy of the ‘‘Customs and Excise 
Duties Extension Ordinance, 1919" (No. 6 of 1919), which 
provides that the duties of Customs and Excise imposed by 
the Customs Amendment and Excise Duties Extension 
Ordinance, 1915, as amended by subsequent Laws, shall con- 
tinue in operation in Southern Rhodesia until the 31st July, 
1920, but shall lapse on that date unless provision to the 
contrary shall have een made in accordance with law. 











REGULATIONS AS TO IMPORTATION OF BONES, 
BONE MEAL, ETC. 


The issue of the ‘‘Gazette’’ above referred to also contains 
copy of a Notification No. 225, dated 27th June, which has 
been issued under the ‘‘Animals Diseases Consolidation 
Ordinance, 1904,’’ of Southern Rhodesia, and which pro- 
vides that the following Regulations shall be in force from 
the 27th June, viz. :— 

No person shall import any bones (for use), or any 
material wholly or partially manufactured or derived 
from bone, such as bone meal, bone flour, bone dust, 
dissolved bones, bone compound, or the like, unless such 
bones shall have been sterilised by subjection either to— 

(a) a dry heat of 140 deg. centigrade for not less 
than three hours; or 

(b) a moist heat (under pressure) of 105 deg. 
centigrade for not less than fifteen minutes. 

A declaration to this effect shall be furnished by the 
importer with the application for registration under 
Section 1 of Government Notice No. 421 of 1914, and, 
further, in any sale effected the seller shall furnish 
to the buyer the said declaration, in addition to the 
invoice required by Sections 6 and 7 of the said notice. 

Any person contravening these regulations shall be 
liable to the penalty provided under the Ordinance. 

If at any time it shall subsequently appear that any 
person has made such declaration falsely, he shall be 
liable to the penalty provided under the Ordinance. 


FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 


LIST OF GOODS SUBJECT TO EXPORT 
LICENCE. 

The follewing is a translation (arranged in English alpha- 
betical order) of the list of goods, in respect of which Bel- 
gian Export Licences are still necessary, contained in the 
Belgian Decree of the 30th July, referred to in the notice 
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adi page LG Ot 
Journal’? :— 
Agricultural machinery. 
Ammonia. 


Anuine and its derivatives. 
Belting COUrTOLES | OI ail kinds. 
Bones. 

b > aise: same -? — ‘ i 
ass (Lal's, strips, wire. anc 
viates). 
ee . £ 1 1° ] 

bricks Of all Kinde. 

_anes. 


Cement, natural and artificial. 

Coal and cokle (mineral! fuel). 

Colouring materials (except 
ultramarine, white Jead, lith- 
arge, and red lead). 


Colours. 
Copper (bars, strips, wire, 
plates). , 


*Cotton in all its forms. 

Dephosphorisation slag, 

Drums and cylinders for lique- 
fied or compressed gases. 

Electrica] material, 

Fats, animal. 

Fats, vegetable. 

Fireproof products 
fireproof earths). 

*+F lax and 
thereof. 

Fruits, oleaginous. 

Glycerine. 

Gold 

Gums. 

*Hemp in all forms. 

Hides, in the hair. and tanned. 

Hides, raw, fresh or dried, large 
or small. 

Iron (crude and puddled for 
rol‘ing) ; cast iron of all kinds. 

Iron scrap. 

*Jute in all its forms, except 
finished products. 

Lead, crude or workéed. 

Lime. 

Machine tools. 


(excluding 


manutactures 


“Licences for textile fabrics are issued by the Ministry of 


dustry, Labour, and Supply. 


last week’s issue ol 


the ‘‘Board ot ‘Trade 
Manganese, dioxide ol. 
Materials for steel works. 
blast furnaces and rolling 
mills. 
Metal tubes, pipes and joints 
Metallic waste of ali kinds. 
Mineral pitch. 
Nitric acid. 
TOs of all kinds. 
Olein. 
Osiers. 
Phosphates aud  superphos- 
phates. ; 


Pipes, stoneware (gréa). 

Pit props. 

Plaster, 

Platinum. 

Potash. 

Potassium, chloride, 

Rags of all kinds. 

Railway material, narrow guage. 

Resins. 
tubber, crude or worked. 

Seeds for sowing. 

Silver. 

Soda bisulphate and sulphate. 

Soda, caustic. 

Steel, semi-manufactured pro- 
ducts (ingots, slabs. blooms, 
billets, plates for tongues). 

Sulphates of ammonia. baryta, 
copper, iron, and soda. 

Sulphides of carbon and sodium. 

Sulphuric acid. 

Superphosphates. 

Tallows, industrial. 

Tar. 

Tiles. 

Timber, building. 

Turpentine, spirits of. 

Varnish. 

Window 
special. 

“Wool in all its forms. 


glass, ordinary and 


In- 


+The exportation of unspun flax (lin non filé) is absolutely pro- 
S| . *, v + 
hibited under the Decree of 20th November, 1918. 

tLicences for edible oils are issued by the Ministry of Industry, 


Labour and Supply. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS REGIME OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. 

With reference to the notice which appeared under the 
above heading at page 33 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
for the 3rd July, it should be noted that the measure for the 
modification of the Customs régime of petroleum products 
imported into France or Algeria, translation of which was 
given therewith, has now been passed by the French legisla- 
ture and was published as a Law (dated 5th August) in the 
French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 7th August. ; 








EXPORTATION OF WINES. 

With reference to the notice at pages 131-2 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal” for 24th July regarding prohibitions of 
export from France, the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 1st 
August publishes the following notice, issued by the Ministry 
of Finance :— ; 

In virtue of the Decree of 12th July, wine in bottles, wine 
in casks of a capacity of not more than 225 litres, and full- 
bodied wines, may he exported without licence. By way of 
exception to the provisions of the aforesaid Decree, wines 
other than those enumerated ‘above may also be exported 
without licence. 

(1) To all countries, on condition that they are 
despatched by sea, on departure from the country of 
production. 

(2) To Switzerland, on condition that they are 
despatched in Swiss trains leaving Cette or Marseilles. 





IMPORTATION OF WINES. 

The Decree of 7th July relating to import prohibitions 
(see page 132 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal”’ for 24th July) 
provided that wine could only be imported into France by 
sea and through Atlantic, Channel, and North Sea ports. By 
way of exception to this provision, however, a further 
Presidential Decree, dated 5th August, and published in the 
“Journal Officiel’? of 6th August, permits authorities of 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





Dépurtements, Municipalities, and co-operative societies, to 
. t . ) 7 . . 
import wine by land or through Mediterranean ports, subject 
to certain conditions as to retail prices. 


LUXEMBURG. 
PROVISIONAL CUSTOMS TALIS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oilice, of copy of the Provisional Customs Tariff of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, which is applicable to goods 1m- 
perted into the Grand Duchy over all its frontiers (Belgian, 
French, and German). 

The statement given below shows the articles in respect oi 
which Customs duties are leviable, together with the rates 
of duty applicable in each case. All goods other than those 
mentioned may be imported into the Grand Duchy free of 
Customs Duty :— 








Rate ot Duty. 
Francs, Cts. 


No Article. per 100 kilogs. 
DEEL. icuediendaaaienlawsivaenes saaeipansisimmmeitiiaieel U 15 
ae A INE 5 dhbsidkwsaccodtmneennnchasenenis 0 1U 
ELI IE ETE ey |e OOO EPR OT U id 
ID: «i anniutcsk suctanuiienecnsennwtiensanen 0 SU 
>. Common salt (sodium chloride, nor denatured) = 16 Ue 
PS LE OT ae TI OE ee ia UU 
i. Coffee, roasted or ground .....................006 1U6 OO 
i A OE CN BD  isiicdsncsrcecncnsessncccceteness 17 o0 
Y. Leaf tobacco, not manufactured: 
ier uke nadinennsivinretbacdGrnadds’ 220 OU 
BE. sketacisaonnie eaniiien wisn. -ecdhetat re 00 
10. Stems and stalks of tobacco ................-.05. 100 YO 
ll. Manufactured tobacco :— 
DE” “iciudcse DiediMabibasicniiesneie> depubienvees 700 OO 
Cigarettes (in addition to Excise Duty) 700 ue 
Smoking tobacco, fine cut, of a retail 
price exceeding 20 francs per kilog. (in 
addition to the Excise Duty) .......... 500 00 
EE \skasenisnnniabamiiensis pieionnii soineinaileiash 400 00 
12. Beer of all kinds: 
In barrels ...... eed eRNhk mieneKicnimreEae 4 QU 
| or 5 francs 
per hectolitre. 
per 100 kilogs. 
RN ii arraetutynciennieinenbin 7 00 
IS. Potable epitits, HGWOUTS ...........-2..00000-0000.. 600 QU 
14. Wines of all kinds (wines containing more 


than 200 grammes of alcohol per litre 
are treated as spirits): 


(a) Sparkling wines in bottles .......... 250 OU 
Non-sparkling wines in bottles ...... 50 OD 
(b) Imported otherwise than in bottles : 
also grape-juice and wine must ...... 25 Us 
l5. Vinegar, acetic acid: 
I i dicdiieudiansdimuthnaksnencanipiiniconias DU QU 
Imported otherwise than in bottles ...... 20 OO 
is. Tanning extracts: 
EL; ‘siiseviiiniibinindieeibinieteinneiiexeess 5 00 
nor silane ieitiaah tenets pals 6 00 
{Note.—Liquid tanning extracts of more 
than 28 degrees Bé. at a temperature of 
15 degrees C., are classed for duty as 
solid extracts. ] 
17. Furniture: 
ii sniieadahidasdehnaiiscnediioniin 15 00 
Upholstered or covered with cloth......... 40 OU 
Other ..... ilieinsieiinileiciapliuaiia sien eensiiaiuiiinaieenalea . 12 00 


“Note.—The above particulars should be substituted for 
those given at page 58 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 
10th July.] 





MOROCCO. 


RELAXATIONS OF EXPORT CONTROL. 

The Morocean ‘Bulletin Officiel’’? for 21st July publishes 
an Order of the Resident-General, dated 11th July, which 
provides that it 1s no longer necessary that stocks should be 
accumulated and verified, and demands for export licences 
made, before exportation, in the case of certain goods, 
particularly the following, export of such goods haying been 
made free:—. a 

Acorns. 

Canary grass. 

Caraway seeds. 

Chick peas. 

Coriander. 

Cumin. 

Fenugreek. 

Field peas. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





lax. raw, hackled, in tow, or combed. 
lorage, hay, and straw. 
Gums and resins. 

Hemp. 

Hides (cattle). 

Locust beans (caroubes). 
Oleaginous seeds. 
Provisions, salt (salaisons). 
Skins, sheep and goat. 
Table fruits. 

Vegetable hair. 

Wax, crude. 

Woo: and wool wastes. 





NETHERLANDS. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt through the Foreign 
Othce, of a translation of a Resolution (No. 120) of the 
Netherlands Ministry of Finance, dated 24th June, respect- 
ing the duties applicable under the Netherlands Customs 


Tariff to various articles on importation 
inands. Particulars of some of the decisions 
Resolution are noted below : — 

Article. 

Steam wiiches, steam capstans, and similar 
engines into which steam is admitted 
directly, the pressure of the steam being 
converted in the engine itself into 
motive force, classed as ‘‘steam 
machinery.” 

Other winches, driven by steam or other 
mechanical power, unless constructed for 
hand-power also, classed as ‘‘factory 
iecienisenterednasisbencndidstanieds 

[Note.—If such winches are con 
structed for hand-power also, they are 
dutiable at 5 per cent. ad valorem accord- 
ing to their main component part.] 

Corner-binding machines, machines for 
pasting (paper) over boxes and edging 
machines for carton-working, dutiable 


re ee ee 


into the Nether. 
contained in this 


Rate of Dutv. 


Free. 


Free. 


according to their main component part 5 per cent. ad val. 


Amyl salicylate, dutiable as ‘“‘scent and 
perfumery” 
Turned wooden furniture edges, so-called 
pearl-listels, classed as ‘‘wood-work’’. 
Pertinaxz paper—paper covered on one side 
with a coating of resin and used for in 
sulation purposes, dutiable as ‘‘paper of 
other kinds’’ 
Iron scythe rings, with small hooks, for 
fastening scythes strongly to the handles 
by means of the rings, classed with 
‘‘agricultural implements’’ 
Magnesium-perhydrol, in powder form, in 
packets of 100 grammes or less, even 
when imported without directions, 
dutiable as ‘‘small-wares’’ 
File sheets, used as parts of rail-planing 
machines, dutiable as ‘‘steel work’’ 
All switches, controllers, starting switches, 
requiating resistances, and other re- 
sistances, insulators, and transformers, 
if it is shown to the satisfaction of the 
examining Customs officers, if desired, 
by means of the production of drawings, 
orders, and other documents, at the time 
of the Customs examination, that they 
are to be regarded as parts or appur- 
tenances of factory machinery or of the 
plant of electrical central power works 

i Nots.—Cable-boxes, transformer tanks, 
and similar plant distributed over the 
network of cables for the distribution or 
transformation of the current, are re- 
garded as forming a whole with the central 
power works. | 


eoes@eeneereeeeeereereeeereeree 8 eee eee 





5 per cent. ad val. 


5 per cent. ad val. 


5 per cent. ad val. 


Free. 


5 per cent. ad val. 


5 per cent. ad val. 


Free. 


RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information to the 
effect that the prohibitions formerly in force in respect of 
the exportation of the undermentioned articles from the 


Netherlands have been withdrawn :— 
Dogs (as from the 17th July). 


Mussels and oysters (as from the 24th July). 
Unmanufactured tobacco. cigars, cigarettes, and other 
manufactured tobacco (Royal Decrees of 25th July). 
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Rubber waste. | As from 20th June and until further regulations are 
Beer. | ; enacted, transit goods discharged from steamers, coasting 
Celluloid. . vessels, hghters, and wagons, and placed in warehouse at 
Salts of potassium and magnesium salts (Royal the docks of these ports, must be removed within twenty 
(excluding magnesium). ' smocreee of days trom the date of discharge. During this interval 
On lav hi ¢ lav rl ‘lk claw Okt v.) " . ; , ° 
ie eclay, china a: a 5 “th July. storage charges are to be paid according to the dock tariff. 
eserving jars and other Liazeda po ai as ‘ : . . 
REEETENG PES SRS Cher Gas potser) In the case of goods which remain in the warehouses after 
used tor preserving and pickling. aie: seemiiiiniditihdines sll hile daa one : 
5 the expiration oi this period of twenty days, a progressive 


Rubber, gutta-percha, and articles manutactured there- 
from, with the exception of motor and cycle tyres and 
dental rubber, (Royal Decree of 30th July.) 


tax will be levied. This tax will be at the rate of 100 lei 
per wagon of 10 tons tor the first day of delay, 150 lei for 
the second day, 2UU lei for the third day, and at a cor- 
responding progressive rate according to the number of days 
of delay. 





POLAND. 








PROVISIONAL CUSTOMS REGIME. SALVADOR. 








During the German occupation, imports into former 
rere s . ‘66 — . f ~ ? 998 a ° j "5 , zs ry: | 7rr , ~ cot ~ 
Loi Russian Poland (the ‘‘Government of Warsaw’’) were subject | EXPORT DUTY ON COFFEE. 























i. to the rates of Customs duty prescribed in a special tariff | The “Diario Oficial” (San Selvades) fee M42 b- 
te known as the ‘‘Hindenburg”’ Tariff. On the cessation of the | om Oy “og? iiiibiiiy: Minis. taiesial Pra y aa ag - 
athens. German occupation, four separate Customs régimes therefore | “anieiecalie wage nga —— en ng for the levying 
n this existed in Poland, namely, the German Tariff, the Austro- of an export auty or 2U re mrver) dee quate! on coifee 
Hungarian Tariff, the Russian Tariff, and the Hindenburg | exported irom the Eastern Section of the Republic. 
itv Tariff. | | 
Pe This latter Tariff being the most favourable to importers, | 
the Polish Council of Ministers decided to apply it pro- | SPAIN. 
visionally to goods imported from Allied countries, goods | 
from other countries continuing to pav the rates ot the | actin Sl ae elit al es a 
Austro-Hungarian or German te Tariff, according to | HNPORT RESTRICTIONS ON SWEETS 
e. whether they were imported over the old Austro-Hungarian | WITHDRAWN. 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, | mae refeny anne nl in wing's pelea Ae —— me 
“ "ondon EC ; 5 | @Xportation trom Spain of sweets (dulees) ot all kinds is freed 
sh . nee ini Gat « nail Coenen 3 | from the restrictions imposed by the Royal Order of the 
is understoo at a speci ommiission 18 at present | 31st Mav. 1918 (see the notice at page 746 of 66 
engaged in drawing up a new Polish Customs Tariff, and that | . ate Pes oe ee 146 of the “Beare 
the work «f this Commission will shortly be completed. It | ee 
is also understood that the new Tariff will be based in the | —_—— 
main upon the Russian General Tariff of 1903. | : ~~ 
In this connection attention may be directed to Article if | SWITZERLAND. 
ad val. of the Treaty of Peace between the United States of America, | — 
| the British Empire, France, Italy, and Japan, on the one | GENERAL EXPORT LICENCES. 
d val. hand, and Poland on the other, signed at Versailles on 28th - ea 
June (which is to come into force on the same date as the 7 w ing acne a Tiage ie ae ae 163 of the “Board af 
ad val. Treaty of Peace with Germany), which provides as tollows : — mae managed « & bon, mtn “ — 
y oF - M. nee ye respecting Swiss freneral Export Licences, the Board of 
“Pending the establishment of an import Tariff by the Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Polish Government, goods originating in the Allied and consolidated list of all such General Export Licences which 
od eal. Associated States shall not be subject to any higher duties had been granted by the competent authorities up to 10th 
on importation into Poland than the most favourable rates of July. 
duty applicable to goods of the same kind, under either the From this list it appears that the following goods, in 
German, Austro-Hungarian, or Russian Customs Tariffs, on addition to those previously notified, may now be exported 
—y Ist Julv. 1914.” , from Switzerland without the formality of an export 
licence : — 
No. in Swiss 
ROU MANIA. Customs Tariff. Articles. 
ad val. 25—7 Fruit and edible berries, dried or drained. 
| ez 29a/slb Juice ot fruits and berries; juice of fruits, 
ad val. TAX ON EXPORTS. evaporated, thick, purée of fruit: all these 
A Roumanian Royal Decree, dated 6th June, and published 3 Te seagate ig. egy yn ere juniper 
m the ‘‘Moniteur Officiel’’ for the 7th June, provided for i entlinn + sented is ~~ anacii 
the establishment of a tax of 20 per cent. ad valorem on all and cot! cc a, SSPE 
goods exported from Roumania. — Grapes, fresh, for table purposes, and grapes 
The Decree provides that tor the purpose of payment of for the manufacture of wine, crushed or 
the tax, the value is to be fixed on the basis of the selling not. 
price and the usual market price at the time of exportation. 3a—4 Raisins of all kinds. 
A'l other export Customs taxes established by previous laws 39 Chestnuts, fresh or dried. 
are abolished by the Decree. 37a Dates. 
sees According to information which has reached the Board of ie Vegetables, preserved. 
lrade through the Foreign Office, however, a further Decree ad pe — eg 
was published on the Sth August exempting oil exports from “9 Sieteeneies adhe liquid or solid. 
es getelge tg cent. export tax established by the ex 100a Concentrated soups, in cubes or blocks. 
, 1004 Julienne in small fragments, in bulk. 
° ex 103 meg for soups. P ‘ 
r SITATICIN ATT —o AM 105—6 Yeast of beer, compressed or not. 
NS. WAREHOUSING REGULATIONS AT PRAILA 107—8 Waste from the saunas of tobacco. 
pe AND GALATZ. 109b Tobacco sauce; extract of tobacco. 
n to the 117 Special wines included in _ this number 
spect of The Board of Trade are in receipt of information to the (Marsala, Malaga, Sherry, etc.), even con- 
‘om the ‘fect that, with the object of expediting the removal of taining more than 15 deg. of alcohol, in 
goods and thereby obviating congestion, a Roumanian Royal casks 
Decree has been issued imposing certain new regulations and 119 Wine and must in bottles. 
taxes in respect of goods discharged and temporarily ware- 121 Sparkling wines, even if made of fruit. 
d other Aoused at the docks of the ports of Braila and Galatz. 122-3 Non-alcoholic wines. 





ily). 
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—continued. 
No. in Swiss 
Customs Tariff. Articles. 

128 Liqueurs, full-bodied wines, and _ other 
aromatic or sweetened spirits: in casks, 
bottles, or jars. 

129 Vermouth, in casks, bottles or jars. 

152 Ivory, teeth of walrus and other animals, 
crude. 

153—4 Whalebone, raw or split, even polished. 

157 Tortoise shell and mother-of-pearl, crude. 

ex 205 Flower seeds. 

217 Manufactured products for cattle food. 

220) Fresh field, forest, and garden produce, not 
specified. 

22 228 Cork, rough or worked. 

er 231—232 Telegraph poles, impregnated, without 


235—237 


936—237 
238 
939 
240 
211 
949243 
244 


er 


945—I47 
ex 248 


249 


ex 250 


951 
ex 25Gba-c 


257 —258 
259 —267 


YEO 


27 2—-274 
575..$77 
281—285 
286—287 
446 

er 503a 

ex 609 
628 

er 030 


829 
830) 
831-832 


ex 846—S47 


S58h 


ex 999 


1020 
ex 10814 


further working. 
Planks and laths, unplaned, cut to 
dimensions required for packing-cases. 
Shingles. 
Vine poles, even pointed: wood for hoops. 
Staves, split or sawn. 
Telegraph poles, shaped and impregnated. 
Veneers of all kinds. 
Pieces for parquetry of all kinds, finished. 
Wood for the manufacture of matches, and 
shavings for the manufacture of match 
boxes. 
Wooden boxes of all kinds. 


the 


Common packing material, of soft wood 
(cases, casks, etc.), for dry goods, put 
together or not. 

Naves and felloes for wheels, shafts, not 
finished, merely sawn or split. 

Wooden wares classed under No. 250, not 
specified elsewhere, roughed out, even 


planed, not put together, except (1) dove- 
tailed boards, planed or not; (2) planed 
boards and laths;: and (3) rough-shaped 
rifle butts. 

House-carpenters’ work, finished, even with 
fittings of iron work or glass. 

Wooden utensils, not elsewhere mentioned in 
the Tariff. with or without metallic mount- 
ing. 

Lard tubs. 

Coopers’ wares, finished, put together or not, 
except casks. 

Turners’ wares. 

Joiners’ wares, furniture and parts thereof, 
enumerated in these Tariff numbers. 

Wooden cases for clocks and for musical boxes, 
even combined with other materials. 

Moulding for frames. 

Frames for mirrors and pictures. 

Brushmakers’ wares. 

Sieves. 

Artificial silk 

“Crinol’”’ (artificial silk). 

Clay, potters’ clay, lime for manure. 

Carbon electrodes, not mounted. 

Electrical insulating material enumerated 
under this Tariff item, not in combination 
with textile materials or with rubber. 

Imitation gold and silver, beaten into thin 
sheets. 

Rivets, screws, pegs, tacks, nails, of copper 
or alloys of copper. 

Bells of all kinds, of copper, copper alloys, or 
bronze. 

Wares of lead, even 
materials, except 
parts made of rubber. 

Capsules for bottles, of lead plated with tin, or 
of lead alloyed with tin, polished, painted, 
varnished, etc. 

Ammoniacal liquor resulting from the manu- 
facture of gas. 

Nitrate of potassium and sodium, pure. 

Preparations for sizing and dressing 
(‘‘breuvets,’’ scrapings), etc., of all kinds. — 


combined with other 
with important 


Tiose 


1089—1090 Colouring earths. 


1155¢ 


Slate pencils. 


The goods set out in the above list, and those specified in 
earlier notices, may now be exported over all frontiers of 
Switzerland, with the exception of the following Goons. 
WHICH MAY ONLY BE EXPORTED (UNDRE THE GENERAL LICENCES) 
@VER THE Itato-Swiss AND Franco-Swiss FRONTIERS : — 
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No. in Swiss 


Customs Tariff. 


ex 163 
2s 


3d41—6 
347—-59 


‘6 Va _—— 
3t 4 _ -) 


376 
381—9 
47487 


a 


LONGO 
LO71 
LO7A4 
1086—7 
LOOL-—6 


eg 1112 

er 1113 
1132 
1535.7 
1138—9 


1141—2 
1145 


L158 


[t wouid appear from the consolidated list referred to 
above that the General Licence permitting the export of 
textile machinery, in which the predominating material is 
iron (ez Nos, 884—888), has been withdrawn. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ) 


QUARANTINE MEASURES REGARDING 

IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN CEREALS 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Notice of Quarantine, No. 39, dated the 
2nd July, issued by the United States Department of Agri- 
culture (Federal Horticultural Board) to prevent the further 
introduction into the United States of the plant diseases 
known as ‘‘flag-smut’’ and ‘‘take-all.’’ 
the Notice are as 
“The fact has been determined by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and | 
dangerous plant diseases, namely, flag smut (Urocystis 
tritici) and take-all (Ophiobolus graminis}, 
fore widely prevalent or distributed within and through- 
United 
smut is known to exist also in India and Japan, and 
take-all in Italy, France, Germany, Belgium, Great 
Britain, Ireland, and Brazil, as well as Australia. The 
flag-smut disease affects wheat (Triticum), and the take- 
- disease 

harley (Hordeum), rye (Secale), and rice (Oryza). 
‘‘Now, therefore, I, Clarence Ousley, Acting Secretary 
of Agriculture, under the authority conferred by the Act 
of Congress approved 20th August, 1912, known as the 
Plant Quarantine Act, do hereby declare that it} 
necessary, in order to prevent the further introductio® 
into the United States of the dangerous plant diseases 
mentioned above, to forbid absolutely, effective 15th 
August, 1919, the importation into the United States 0 
seed or paddy rice (Oryza spp.), and of all spec 


out the 


all 


varieties of wheat (Triticum spp.), oats (Avena spp 


—continued. 





Articles. 
Saltpetre, not purified. 
Rags of all kinds, except those fer manure: 





old rope and other waste suitable for the 
manufacture of paper; waste paper, etc 

Cotton waste and cotton wool. 

Cotton varn. 

Cotton fabrics. 

Feather-stitched tissues (plumetis) 

Embroidery of all kinds. 

Woollen fabrics (except unbleached fabrics) 
and articles of wool. 

Underclothing of cotton, linen, ramie. ete, 


Hosiery and knitted wares, with cr without 
needlework, of cotton, linen, ramie,. ete, 
Clothing for men and boys, of cotton, linen. 

ramie, etc., and of wool. 

Clothing for women and girls, of cotton, 
linen, ramie, ete., and of wool. 

Cork bricks, paving tiles, etc., of corkstone 
for building purposes. 

Tarred packing cloth. 

Raw materials, animal or 
pharmaceutical purposes. 

Saccharine. 

Litharge. 

Hydrochloric acid. 

Sulphuric acid. 

Oil of vitriol (fuming sulphuric acid) 

Manubactured resins of all kinds, 

Bi-tartrate of potassium; neutral tarirate of 
potassium ; tartar emetic. 

Sulphide of carbon. 

Ege albumen and yolk for industria! purposes 

Cobblers’ glue. 

Wax and wooden matches. 

Vegetable colours (dve woods and extracts 
thereof, berries, leaves, lichens, etc.. ete.) 

Mastics, other than rubber solutions. 

Enamel, varnishes, lacs, and siccatives. 

Lubricating grease for machinery and carts, 

Wares of wax (candles, etc.). 

Powders and _ other similar 
laundries. 

Soap. 

Polishes of all kinds, dressing, blacking, and 
oil for leather, soap and paste for cleaning, 
etc. 

Sealing wax, bottling wax, etc. 





vegetable, far 


> | A] 
products for 








The provisions of 
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harley (Hordeum spp.), and rye (Secale spp.), in the 
raw or uncleaned or unprocessed state, from the coun- 
tries and localities above-mentioned, except on com- 
pliance with the following regulations.”’ 

The Regulations (appended to the notice) governing the 
entry of wheat, oats, barley, and rye, relate to the method 
of making application for import permits, the issue and 
validity of the permits on approval of the applications, the 
marking of the bags or other containers of the cereals, the 
viving of notice by the importer on arrival of authorised 
consignments, and the conditions of entry of such consign- 
ments. This last regulation provides that the cereals 
authorised for importation are not to be released for entry 
until sterilisation has been carried out by a method approved 
by the Federal Horticultural Board of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Where the prohibited cereals 
are required to be imported for milling purposes, only the 
bran, or products containing bran and screenings shall be 
subject to sterilisation. 

The regulations do not apply to kusked or polished rice 
imported for food purposes. 

Specimen application and licence forms, together with a 
specimen form to be completed by the importer or broker on 
arrival of authorised consignments, are appended to the 
regulations. 








PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


FRANCE. 


SALE OF GOODS NOT REMOVED FROM 
RAILWAY STATIONS, DOCKS, BONDED 
WAREHOUSES, ETC. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Bill, which was adopted by the French 
Chamber of Deputies on 7th August, providing for the 
public sale of goods in ports, railway stations, or bonded 
warehouses which have not been removed by their owners 
within the proper time limit. The following is a translation 

of the first three Articles of the Bill :— 

Art. 1.—Henceforth all packages or merchandise held in 
railway stations, docks, riverside or maritime wharves, which 
have not been removed by the consignees within the pre- 
scribed period, counted from the receipt by them of a 
registered notice (the posting fixing the date), shall be 
sold by public auction. The refusal of the notice shall be 
equivalent to its receipt. 

Ari, 2.—All packages and merchandise held in railway 
stations, docks, riverside or maritime wharves, for which 
notices to remove have already been sent according to the 

- 








old form, must be removed by the consignees, without other 
notice being given, in the month in which this measure is 
promulgated ; failing which the goods will be sold by public 
avetion. 

Art. 3.—All merchandise placed in bond or consigned six 
months before the promulgation of the present measure in 
tonded or ordinary warehouses must be removed during the 
month in which this Law is promulgated, | 
which they will, without further notice, be 
auction. 


in default of 
sold by public 


a 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W.1. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘The Editor.’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all commum- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or branches (see Cover), 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 
EXPORTS TO OCCUPIED GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade desire to draw the attention of traders 
to the fact that there is no obligation upon them to ship 
goods intended for ‘‘ Occupied’? Germany, Luxemburg. 
Alsace-Lorraine, or Switzerland, by any particular route, 
but that goods may be shipped at the exporter’s option by 
any of the several routes which are available, provided, ot 
course, that a licence is obtained from the Export Licence 
Department for the export thither of any of the goods named 
on the ‘‘A”’ or ‘‘B” Lists. 











EXPORT OF AUSTRALASIAN, MERINO, FINE 
CROSSBRED AND COARSE CROSSBRED WOOLS. 

The Board ot Trade (Export Licence Department) give 
notice that applications will now be considered for licences 
to export Australasian, Merino, Fine Crossbred, and Coarse 
Crossbred Wools purchased at the August sales. 

As regards Merino and Fine Crossbred Wool, licences will 
only be granted in accordance with the allocations for the 
various countries arranged by the Ministry of Munitions 
(‘Supply Department) in conjunction with ‘‘The Association 
of Buying Brokers at the London Wool Sales.”’ 

For the coarser grades of Crosbred Wool, 46’s qualities and 
under, aud for carbonising wools applications will be con- 
sidered irrespective of quantity. 

In all cases applicants for licences should state the cata- 
iogue number of the sale in which the wools were purchased 
and the lot numbers. 

Applications should be addressed to the Secretary, Board 
of Trade (Export Licence Department), 1, Queen Anne’s 
Gate Buildings, Westminster. 

Exporters are reminded that applications cannot be enter- 
tained in respect of Merino and Fine Crossbred Wools, other 
than carbonising sorts, purchased at Government sales held 
prior to 11th August. 





EXPORTS TO POLAND. 

In order to facilitate the re-establishment of commercial! 
relations between Great Britain and Poland, the Polish 
Commercial and Financial Agency, 88, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, has been duly authorised to issue Import Permits. 
The applicant for an Import Permit must fill in the four 
forms with which he will be supplied, and return them with 
the original invoice and four copies thereof. 

it must be noted that al! goods intended for Poland must 
be addressed to: — 

The Polish Government Import and Export Commission, 
Elektoralna 2, Warsaw (for the ultimate consignee). 

The charges for this Import Permit are five shillings 
stamp duty, and £1 per thousand pounds sterling of the 
total value of the goods to be imported, which must be paid 
upon receipt of the Permit. 

The Import Permit does not exempt the goods from any 
Custom dues or other taxes imposed by the Polish Govern- 
ment, 

Due notification will be given of any alteration in these 
regulations. 





POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO AUSTRIA. 


Parcels can again be accepted for transmission to Austria 
(States of Upper and Lower Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Salz- 
burg, Northern Tyrol, Vorarlberg, and Liechtenstein). 

The rates of postage are: 








GIMME, dikosidakses cndcaradeesrawisecscdnansoies ls. Qd. 
Over 3 lb. but not over 7 Ib. .................. 9s. Id. 
Over 7 Ib. but not over 1] Ib. .................. 9. 5d. 


Two non-adhesive Customs declaration forms are required 
for each parcel. The limit of insured value is £200 per 
parcel. 

Prohibited articles: —Letters, arms and ammunition. 

Persons wishing to send postal parcels to Austria should 
make enquiry of the Export Licence Department of the 
Beard of Trade, as to prokibited exports. 








PARCEL POST TO BELGIUM. 


In order to avoid delay in clearance through the Belgian 
Customs it is necessary that the Customs Declarations for 
parcels sent by post to Belgium should be made out in the 
french language. 


The particulars should be full and precise 
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in all details, and as far as possible in accordance with the 
classification of the Belgian Customs Tariff. 

CORRESPONDENCE FOR LATVIA AND 

LITHUANIA. 

Correspondence, registered and unregistered, can now be 
accepted for transmission to Latvia (Riga, Libau, etc.), and 
© Lithuania. Delivery cannot be suarante ed, and in any 
‘ase the time of transit will be longer than under normal 
onditions. 





ORDERS CANCELLED. 
GAS (USE IN MOTOR VEHICLES) 


Pursuant to the provisions of the Articles of Commerce 
(Relaxation of Restrictions) Order, 1918, the Board of Trade 
vive notice that the Gas (Use in Motor Vehicles) Local 
Prohibition Order, 1918, will cease to have effect as from the 
8th August, 1919. 








DEALINGS IN FOREIGN SECURITIES. 

A Roval Proclamation, issued in the ‘‘London Gazette” of 
iMth August, revokes the Proclamation of 21st December, 
i917, prohibiting the importation into the United Kingdom 
ot all bonds, debentures, stock share certificates, scrip 
and other documents of title relating to any stocks. shares, 
securities. 


FOOD SECTION. 
IMPORTATION OF MAIZE FLOUR. 


The Food Controller has decided to reimpose control of 
the importation of Maize Flour and Maize Meal, and has 
requested the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies to take 
the necessary action. 

The Royal Commission have accordingly given notice that 
the restrictions imposed by their Directions, daied 12th 
December, 1918, in so far as they affect Maize products, 
shall be reimposed on and after 18th August, 1919. All con- 
tracts outstanding on that date may be fulfilled provided 
that Shippers or their Agents in the United Kingdom furnish 
to the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies, Trafalgar 
House, Waterloo Place. S.W.1. on or before 23rd August, 
1919. full particulars of ali such contracts. 


or other 











‘RATION OF DEALERS) 
1918. 

The Food Controller has issued directions under the Milk 

cegistration of Dealers) Order, 1918. requiring all retailers 
of milk to make weekly returns to their Local Food Control 
Committees of all milk sold by them. 

The first return is to be made for the week ended 30th 
August; the second for the week ending 27th September ; 
and thereafter each week until further notice. The 
necessary forms of return will be issued through the Food 
Control Committees in due course. , 


MILK (REGIS) ORDER, 


CEREALS (RESTRICTION) ORDER, 1919. 

The Food Controller has issued an Order, entitled the 
Cereals (Restriction) Order, 1919. which incorporates, with 
certain amendments and additions, the provisions of three 
Orders which are thereupon revoked. viz.:—The Wheat. 
ve, and Rice (Restriction) Order, 1917: the Damaged 
Grain, Seeds and Pulse (Prices) Order, 1917. and the Grain 
(Prices) Order, 1918, The new Order maintains the prohibi- 
tion on the use of wheat for any purpose except the manu- 
racture of flour or for use as seed. and the prohibition on 
the use of wheaten flour, rice or rice flour. or anv article 
containing the same, except as human food or for the pur- 
poses of human food. 

As regards wheat, exemption is only 
of “tailings or screenings or damaged wheat which are unfit 
fer use in the mannfacture of flour for human food.’ and 
have been so certified by any two members of a panel to be 
appointed by the Food Controller. 

A maximuii selling price for damaged wheat. both im- 
ported and home grown, and for tailings or screenings of 
wheat which are unfit for use in the manufacture of flour 
for human food. is fixed at 72s. per quarter of 504 Vh.. 
additions being allowed to persons. other than the producer, 
similar to those permitted under the Grain (Prices) Order. 
1918. Prehibition on the sale of wheat. harlev. or oats 
otherwise than hy weight is continued. 


permitted m the case 


FATS DISTRIBUTION PRANCH. 
Branch. including the 
Minisiry ot Fa: dd. i" it] 


EDIBLE 
The Edible Fats Distributing 


~ . . . , 
Margarine Clearing Honse of the 
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moved on Tuesday next, 19th August, from New County 
Hall. Westminster Bridge Road, to 94, Cromwell Road, Sonth 
KNensington, S.W.7, to which all communications should jp 


+ . iN ? 
rurcure we seqyit. 





FLOUR AND BREAD PRICIS. 

The Ministry of Food gives notice that licences granted op 
applications made on and after 18th August, 1919, to take 
delivery of flour for a precluded purpose, will, until further 
notice, be issued, if granted, on the payment of 245. per 
28) lb Previous notices under Clause 10 of Order No, 1635 


of 1918 (Precluded Purposes) are revoked. 








GENERAL SECTION. 


SRROUS METAL INDUSTIY ACT 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub. 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1913, and 
No. 11, of the Statutorv Rules and Orders, No. 265, of 1918, 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the Non. 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 

i Trade to the undermentioned companies or individuals :— 
Bradford Vale Mining Co., Ltd., County Bank Chambers, 

Matlock. 

Campbell, James and Co., Lid... 1. Greshain Guildings, 

Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 

Ekserdjian, M., and Sons, 153, Fenchurch Stre 
laulkner and Winsor, 28, * sa ery Street, KC. 3. 
Halot, Mullier and Co., 15, Copthail Avenue, B.C. 2, 
North American Commercial Corporation, 34. Lombard 

Street, Plough Court, E.C. 3. 

Thornton. E. and Co., Ltd., 39, Lombard street, F.C, 3. 
Walker. Albert, Peel Street Works, Hulme. Manchester 





NON-F] 








Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of th 
firms rejerred to in the following notices of 

by applying to the Department of Oversea 
specific reference number and 





Perseus OF 
“Openings” 
Trade, and quating the 
country. 
In cases of doubt or difficulty in regara 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
tO the Department of Overseas Trade (Development an 
Intelligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 
Replies 
its Overseas Officers, except 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

VWARKET SOUGHT FOR READY ROOFING AND FELT 
PAPER.—A United Kingdom firm of manutacturers desires 10 
in touch with buvers of ready roofing and = felt paper. 


t 
4 on ad 


(Reference No. 409.) 
MARKET SOUGHT FOR HARD RUBBER MOULDINGS— 
and stabalite aid other b ard rubber 


A manutacturer of ebontte 
Ving enaul 


pu * Ses Is de sIr0OUs G [ rece 
from likely purchasers. feference No 410.) 
Replies shouid he a ldressed to the Dey yartment ol 


ry 
! rade. 


mou \din gs jor CLECcLrle al 


AUSTRALIA. 
CHEMISTS’ AND TOBACCONISTS’ SUPPLIES. HOSIERS 
WOOLLENS. \MANGHESTER GOODS, EfC.—A Svdney om, 
who operate as manufacturers’ agents, are desirous ot obtaining 
the representation. for Australia, of United Kingdom mae 
turers of chemists’ and tobacconists’ supplies. hosiery. voollens, 
Manchester goods and fancy goods, on a commission basis only. 
The firm state that they have useful connections among ™ 
wholesale and large retail houses. Their textile department S 
under the supervision of a man who has had considerable prac 
tical experience of th» Australian trade and who possesses soum 
knowledge of the market's requirements Reference No. 411.) 
IRON AND STEEL MACHINE TOOLS. HARDWARE, ANP 
A Melbourne firm of indezters end im- 


HEAVY CHEMICALS. 
porters de sire to sec ure the represe ni: ition. for Vy ictoria, of U = 
Kingdom manufacturers of iron and steel, machine tools, har 


They propose to Oper: ate on a Con 
' cr lo the extent 
several vears 
it ‘le de of 


ware and heavv chemicals. 
mission basis. but if necessary could finance stock 
of about £5.000. This firm has been 1n business for 
and claim to have S uitable connections and a Gu Vd kno 
the trade. feference No. 412.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





SOFT GOODs, GLOVES, HOSIERY, ETC.—A firm otf 
indentors and commission merchants, established in Sydney, 
desire to secure the representation, on a co? nmission basis, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen piece-goods, 
gloves (skin and fabric), stockings (silk, woollen and cotton), 
knitted underwear, and the usual soft goods lines. (Reference 
No. 413.) 

ELECTRO-PLATE, HOLLOW-WARE, ETC.—A_ well-known 
Melbourne firm, with branches throughout Australia and offices 
in London, desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of electro-plate, hollow-ware, enamelled ware and 
aluminium ware. This firm is also prepared to accept agencies 
for these goods, for the whole of Australia. The enquirers 
are a firm of considerable importance, dealing not only with 
wholesale houses but direct with Government Departments. 
‘Reference No. 414.) 

PETE DERS AND GENERAL HARDWARE, TILES AND 
SANITARY WARE, PLATE AND SHEET GLASS.—A 
Sydney firm of manufacturers’ representatives desire to be placed 
in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of builders’ and 
general hardware, tiles and sanitary ware, and plate and sheet 
class. with a view to undertaking their representation in 
Australia, either on a commission or consignment basis. The 
enquiring firm state that they are personally acquainted with the 
principal hardware houses in Australia and have had many vears 
practical experience in handling the above-mentioned lines. 
teference No. 415.) 

FOODSTUFFS AND HARDWARE.—An agent in Perth is 
desirous of obtaining agencies, for Western nee ilia, on an indent. 
or commission basis. for United Ki: ngdom manufacturers of food- 
stuffs and hardware. The enquirer claims to have 22 years’ 
intimate knowledge of these lines. (Re fares No. 416.) 

STAT IONERY., CROC TKERY AND TEXTILES.—A Melbourne 
agent, who is e xpected to arrive in the United Kingdom shortly, 
desires to obtain the representation, for Australia. of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of stationery, crockery and textiles, on 
« commission basis. The enquirer claims to have connections 
amongst. wholesale and retail houses in these lines. (Reference 
No. 417.) 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissione yr for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2. whence further information may be obtained : 

MANCHESTER GOODS.—A member of the hntiation 
Imperial Force, who has had considerable experience as a com- 
mercial traveller, desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of Manchester goods, with a view to representing 
them in Australia. (Reference No. 44/3/41.) 

CANDLE MACHINERY AND CANDLE WICKS.—A com- 
munication has been received from a firm of soup and tallow 
manufacturers in Melbourne, who are opening up in candle manu- 
facturing, and wish to get into touch .with United Kingdom 
candle machinery makers and wick suppliers. (Reference No. 
69/6/13.) 

_[Norr.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureau, 
at the above address, quoting the relative reference number.| 


_———— 


BRITISH INDIA. 

FOODSTUFFS, MACHINES, TOOLS, ETC.—A firm in 
Calcutta, who are specially equipped for agencies in Bengal, Assam 
and Bihar and Orissa, but are prepared to take up all-India 
agencies in special cases, wish to represent manufacturers of the 
iollowing lines :—Biscuits, provisions, stores, machines, tools, and 
equipments (particularly pumps and meters): hardware, glass and 
enamelled-ware; condensed milk and milk food; millstores, ete. 
‘Reference No. 418.) 

_ENGINEERS’ AND ee REQUISITES, ETC.-—A 
trm of plumbers and engineers in Lu know wish to get into 
touch with manufacturers of wrought iron pipes and fittings, 
and cast iron pipes, sanitary fittings, lahoratory fittings. 
engineers’ and plumbers’ tools. machinery for making tin and stee!} 
tovs. electric fittings, and motor ears and cvcles. (Reference 


No. 419.) 


CANADA. 
PROPRIETARY = PREPARATIONS IN) DRUGGISTS’ 
GOODS CHEMICALS. AND ARTISTS’ MATERIALS.—H.M. 
Trade (Oommissioner at Winnipeg reports that a well-known 
wholesale company in Edmonton, Alberta, is desirous of securing 
exclusive agencies in Alberta, Saskatchewane and_ British 
Columbia, for United Kingdom manvfacturers of proprietary 
preparations in druggists’ goods, chemicals and artists’ materials. 
All goods dealt in by the company are purchased outright, none 
being handled on commission. (Reference No. 

TEXTILES, SAUCES, PICKLES, ETC.—A Toronto manu- 

cturers’ agent, at present in this country. desires to represent. 
v nited Kingdom manufacturers of cotton, piece- goods, toweflting. 
sheetings, cambrics. handkerchiefs. hosiery. dress-goods, sauces, 
pic kles. and other drv coods. (Reference No. 421.) 
CONTRACTORS’ EFOUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES. HARD- 
W ARE.—A manufacturers’ agent at Winnipeg desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of contractors’ 
equinment and supplies, and hardware. for saie on commission 
in Western Canada. The principal has had some years’ experi- 
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ence on the 8 Pacific Railway, and has a good connection. 
(Reference No. 422 -) 

HOTEL AND RESTAURANT SUPPLIES.—An importey at 
Winnipeg desires to get into touch with United Kingdom sup-, 
pliers of equipment and supplies for hotels and restaurants, 
particularly china and glassware,, cutlery, silverware and linens, 
tor sale on commission, in Western Canada (from Port Arthur, 
Ont., to Vancouver, B.C.). (Reference No. 425.) 

WOOLLENS,  ( ‘OTTONS, SILKS, VELVETEEN AND 
VELVET.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto desires to get in 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of woollens suiti ible 
for men’s, women’s and children’s wear. cottons of all lines, 
silks (plain and fancy). and velveteens and velvets, with a view 
to representing them for sales on commission, in the Province oi 
Ontario. a principal has been selling similar lines in Ontario 
for some years, and is well known to all the large wholesale 
buvers. Faced No. 424.) . 

SPORTING GOODS. AUTOMOBILE ACCESSORIES AND 
HARDWARE SPECIALITIES.—A manufacturers’ agent at 
Winnipeg desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of sporting goods, automobile accessories and hardware 
specialities, for sales on commission, in Western Canada (from 
Winnipeg to Vancouver). The principal has had seventeen years 
experience with one of the largest wholesale hardware firms in 
Canada. (Reference No. 425.) 

GENERAL HARDWARE, PLUMBERS’ STEAM FITTERS 
FNGINEERS AND MILE SUPPLIES AND BRAKE 
LININGS.--A manufacturers’ agent. with branches at Winnipeg 
and Toronto, desires to represent Umted Kingdom manutacturers 
of brake linings (asbestos and textile fabrics); plumbers’, steam- 
fitters’, engineers’ and mill supplies: and general hardware, for 
sales on commission, throughout the Dominion of Canada. 
(Reference No. 426.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department ef Overseas 
Trade. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enouiries have been received at the Canadiar 
Government Trade Commissioner's Office, Portland House. 79, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. whence further information 
mav be obtained :— 

TOWELS. COTTON GOODS, DRESS GOODS. ETC. 
Toronto manufacturers’ agent, now in London. wishes to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of towels of al! kinds (plain. 
Turkish, fanev border. white terry). also cotton gcods. sheetings, 
cotton ecambrie. Victoria lawn, or dress goods. 

PLATE GLASS.—A Canadian manufacturing company is open 
to purchase large and regular supplies of plate glass (polished 
elazing quality) suitable for automobile wind shields and other 
purposes, approximately }-in. thick, sizes from 10 in. by 350 in. 
to 12in. bv 38 in.. and ‘invites quotations from manufacturers 
who can fill orders. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

LINOLEUMS. CARPETS. MOQUETTEs, AND COTTON 
PIECE-GOODS.—An Auckland firm of general commission mer- 
chants and brokers desire to be placed in touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of linoleum, carpets. moquettes, and 
cotton piece-goods (calico, muslin, nilanedith buiters, and 
cotton prints both all over and bordered only.) The firm state 
that they have recently engaged the services of expert travellers 
in these lines in connection with American goods which they hand 
handled. They are. however, anxious to give up these con 
nections if suitable agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers 
can be obtained. ‘Reference No. 427.) 

FANCY GOODS AND STATIONERY LINFS.—A_ business 
man in Wellington. who was formerly manager of a firm of com 
mission agents, desires to get into touch with United Kingdem 
manufacturers of fancy goods and. stationery lines. with a view 
to representing them throughout) the Dominion. Reference 


No. 428.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

TRON AND STEEL GOODS, TOOLS. BELTING, ETC.—A 
Johannesburg merchant and agent. at present in this country. 
is desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom manuv- 
facturers of shovels, picks: galvanised plain and corrugated 
sheets: bolts and nuts: rubber. leather and balata belting 
engine packings: steel plates, steel rails and tip trucks: wrought- 
iron piping. and mining brushware. (Reference No. 429.) 

SOFT GOODS. CLOTHING. KAFFIR TRUCK. FOOD- 
STUFFS. ETC.--A firm of manufacturers’ agents, having offices 
in London and Johannesburg. desire to secure the agencies. for 
South Africa. of United Kingdom exporters of soft goods. clothing. 
boots. Kaffir tru AK. foodstuffs. hides, leather, ete. (Reference 
No. 430.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depsrtment of Overseas 
Trade. 





SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA. 

MINING ACCESSORIES. TEXTILES. LEATHER GOODS. 
DYES, ETC.—A partner in a firm of South African agents, 
claiming to have had lengthy commercial experience, is at present 
in this countrv and desires to secure additional agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers, for the Union and Rhodesia, 
particularly in the following lines: Mining accessories, woollen 
on otten piece-goods. wearing apparel (men’s, women’s and 
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children’s made-up garments and underclothing), linen, hosiery, 
leather goods and boots, dyes, hats and caps, fancy goods, glass, 
pottery, paper, cutlery, pipes and smoker's requisites. (Refer- 
ence No. 431.) 

FARMING REQUISITES.—A Port Elizabeth firm having 
their head office in the United Kingdom, and claiming to be in 
lose touch with the principal merchants, storekeepers and 
farmers in South Africa, desire to secure agencies, for the Union 
and Rhodesia, of United Kingdom exporters of goods consumed 
by the farming community, e.g. fertilisers, spray pumps, cattle 
sprayers, sheep and pruning shears, spades and axes, wagon 
sails, fencing wire and standards, Stockholm tar, linseed oil, 
axie grease, bluestone, caustic soda, and saltpetre. (Reference 
No. 4352.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Tr ide. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

LAUNDRY SOAP.—A manufacturers’ agent at 
Trinidad, desires to get into touch with United 
pliers of laundry soap, with a view to representing them, 
on commission, in the West Indies and British Guiana. 
ence No. 433 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Tra de. 


Port of Spain, 

Kingdom sup- 
haw 

iO? 


(neter- 


sales 


OE EEE 


EUROPE. 
AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). 








OILS AND FATS, COPRA, INDIAN PEPPER, ETC.—Au 
[talian subject at Trieste, established for many years, seeks 


agencies for United Kingdom suppliers of oils and fats, oilseeds. 

coffee, tea, spices, cotton, fertilisers, rosin, etc.; and particularly 
tor copra and Indian pepper, for which he states there is a 
considerable demand. (Reference No. 454.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


BELGIUM. 

COAL, PITCH, IRON, STEEL, ETC.—A Belgian enquirer 
desires an agency for United Kingdom producers of coal, pitch, 
iron, steel, machine tools and belting. The applicant claims to 
nave had over 20 years’ experience in an important Belgian 
colliery. (Reference No. 435.) 

_REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANITE WORKS.—A firm in 
Verviers desires to obtain an agency for a United Kingdom sup- 
plier of all requirements for granite works, such as paving and 
‘oping stones and public and private monuments, tombstones, 
public works (quays, bridges, etc.). staircases. flizhts of steps. 
columns, facades, etic. The firm. which is recommended. was 
founded in 1888 and has a branch in Brussels. ‘Reference 
No. 436. 

STEEL AND METALS.—A<A Belgian enquirer at Liége desires 

to represent a United Kingdom firm manufacturing steei and 
metals, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 437.) 
_ CLOTH AND HABERDASHERY.—<A Belgian enquirer. estab- 
ished at Brussels, desires an agency for a United Kingdom firm 
of cloth and haberdashery manufacturers. The applicant prefers 
to work on a commission basis on samples for the present. No 
credit is desired, but could be given. (Reference No. 438.) 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Liége reports the receipt of the following 
enquiry :— 

WOOD AND MATERIALS FOR FANCY GOODS TRADE.— 
A firm in Liége, dealing in cardboard and mill board. desire to 
purchase wood (5. 6, 7 and 8 millimetres in thickness) for boxes 
for shops, cardboard, printed cretonne paper, velvet, silk. glue, 
etc.. required for the fancy goods trade. (Reference No. 439.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 





Trade. 
BULGARIA. 
CUTLERY. KITCHEN WARE. FURNITURE. LAMPS 


ELECTRIC LIGHT APPARATUS, TEXTILES, DRUGS, ETC. 
—A Bulgarian import and export agency desires to enter into 
business relations with United Kingdom manufacturers and ex- 
porters of cutlery, kitchen ware, furniture, petroleum, lamps 
office requisites, drugs, electric light apparatus. ironware, cotton 
and woollen goods, soap, sewing machines, typewriters, ete. 
‘Reference No. 


_ AUTOMOBILES, SPARE PARTS. MOTOR CYGLES. 
BICYCLES, TYPEWRITERS. MACHINERY, IRON AND 


STEEL GOODS. ETC.—A Bulgarian merchant desires to re- 
present manufacturers of automobiles and spare parts, motor- 
cycles, bicycles, typewriters, agricultural machinerv, iron and 
steel goods. building materials. perfumery and biscuits. (Refer- 
ence No. 441.) | 

GOODS SUITABLE FOR THE BULGARIAN MARKET.—A 
British firm of commission agents in Bulgaria are desirous of 
representing manufacturers of British goods, for which there is 
a market in Bulearia. (Reference No. 442.) 

WMETATS. TEXTILES. TRONVONGERY. TYPEWRITERS. 
RUBBER TYRES, SOAP. ETC.—A commission xgent estab- 
lished in Sofia, desires to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
turers and exporters of toilet soap. copper, textiles, biscuits. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 














block-tin, galvanised iron sheets, caustic soda, ironmongery, 


typewriters, waterproof coats and materials, rubber tyres, 
(Reference No. .) 

SEWING AND KNITTING MACHINES AND NEEDLES, 
IBICYCLES, GRAMOPHONES, TYRES, LEMONADE 


MACHINERY, BOTTLES, ETC.—A firm of Bulgarian import 
and export merchants are desirous of representing United King. 
dom manufacturers of sewing machines, knitting machines, 
bicycles, gramophones and records, lemonade and soda machinery, 
lemonade bottles and syphons, tyres, needles for sewing and 
knitting machines, electrical accessories, essences for alcoholic 
drinks, lemonade and perfumes. (Reference No. 444.) 

GOODS SUITABLE FOR THE BULGARIAN MARKET.—A 
firm of Bulgarian import merchants are desirous of representing 
United Kingdom exporters of goods for which there 1s a market 
in Bulgaria. (Reference No. 445,) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

HARDWARE.—<An old-established firm, who have done good 
wholesale business in hardware for many vears, wish to represent 
British firms anxious to export hardware (tools, locks, ete.) to 
Czecho-Slovakia. (Reference No. 446.) ™ 

ELECTRICAL GOODS.--An Association dealing in wholesale 
electro-technical appliances at Brno, wish to get into touch with 
tirst-class United Kingdom firms in a position to supply the 
following lines:—All kinds of electrical fittings and insulators 
(wholesale), including electrical machinery, accumulators and 
electro-mobiles. (Reference No. 447.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





DENMARK. 

SPICES, FRUIT, ETC.—A firm of fruit brokers in Copenhagen, 
established since 1910, desire to represent United Kingdom firms 
exporting spices, Brazil nuts, dates, Egyptian onions, Australian 
apples and Spanish grapes. (Reference No. 448.) 

CONSULTING ENGINEER’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A 
British consulting engineer of long standing in London, wishes 
to undertake inspection, buying and advisory work for Danish 
firms wishing to purchase electrical plant, electrical cables, steam 
plant and internal combustion engines in the United Kingdom. 
(Reference No. 449.) 

LEATHER, SHOE FINDINGS. AND TEXTILES. — A 
Copenhagen firm, established in 1892, desire to represent United 
Kingdom leather merchants in sole and upper leather, and all 
kinds of shoe findings. He wishes to represent also United King. 
dom manufacturers of textiles. (Reference No. 450.) 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Copenhagen reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries from local firms :— 

CLOTH.—A firm desire to obtain a Danish agency for an 
important United Kingdom firm oo; cloth manufacturers. 
(Reference No. 451.) 

CAKES AND BISCUITS.—A wholesale firm desire to extend 
their connections with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cakes and biscuits. (Reference No. 452.) 

PRESERVED FOODSTUFFS.—A firm of whoiesale importers 
and manufacturers desire to get into touch with United Kingdom 
firms dealing in preserved goods of all kinds, tinned or bottled. 
with a view to importing on their own account, on commission 
or on consignment. (Reference No. 453.) 

SAXONY AND WORSTED CLOTHS.—A firm desire to be 
placed in immediate touch with an important firm of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of Saxony and worsted cloths. (Refer: 
ence No. 454.) 

LINEN GOODS.—A business man (wholesale linen draper) 
established for more than thirtv years, desires to extend his 
connections with United Kingdom manufacturers dealing 1 
linen goods for men’s wear. (Reference No. 455.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





FRANCE. 
EQUIPMENT WANTED FOR STEFL PLANT.—The well- 
known French Company. Etablissements Arbel, 24, Rue du 
Rocher. Paris. which. before the war operated steei works an 
rolling mills at Douai and Couzon, are re-establishing thett 
works, by replacing all machinery, ete., destroved by the (Germans. 
The company desire to begin reconstruction work as soon as 
possible. and to this end request information, descriptions, cata 
logues, etc.. of the following :— ; 
Openthearth furnaces of 30 tons capacity for Thomas pig 
iron and scrap. 
Mechanical apparatus for handling ingots up to 60 tons. 
Gas producers for coal containing 30 per cent. volatue 
matter and 19 to 22 per cent. ash. 
All the accessories for the making of open-hearth steel. 
Slabbing rolling mills for ingots of 3.000 kg. 
Plate mill for widths up to 3 metres. 
Rolling mili for light plates up to 2 metres wide and 1 mm. 
thickness, 
Furnaces for ingots and slabs. 
Electric motors. 
All the accessory apparatus, such as rolls, cars, shears, et. 
Forging presses for ingots up to 60 tons. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





furnaces with forges for the above-mentioned presses. 

Overhead travelling cranes specially for forging. a 

All the machine tools necessary, such as lathes, plang 
machines, slotters, milling machines, etc. 

Forging presses for the manufacture of railroad axles and 
machine tools for finishing. 

Hydraulic stamping press. 

Presses for flanging automobile frames. 

Different tools for the construction of freight cars. 

Material for a converter steel foundry making castings up 
ty 3 tons. 

Moulding machines for machinery castings and car wheels. 
Apparatus for sand blast, also foundry supplies. 
Material for open-hearth steel foundry making 
ings up to 30 tons. a . 
Special machine tools ior the finishing of heavy pieces, 
reaming machines, milling machines, drilling machines, 

vertical planers, slotting machines, etc. 
Gear cutting machine for work from 150 mm. up to 1 m. 
500 mm. in diameter. (Reference No. 456.) 

NET AND LACES.—<A business man in Paris wishes to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of net and 
machine-made laces, desirous of appointing an agent in Paris. 
The applicant claims to be in close touch with Paris buyers and 
exporting firms and to be in a position to do good business. 
(Reference No. 457.) 

The Acting British Consu!-General at Lyons reports the receipt 
of the following local enquiries : — 

HARDWARE, MOTOR ACCESSORIES, TRAVELLING 
REQUISITES, ETC.—<An agent wishes to obtain an agency for 
hardware, motor accessories, travelling requisites, etc. Corre- 
spondence may be in English. (Reference No. 458.) _ 

TEXTILES.—<An agent desires to represent United Kingdom 
firms, on a commission basis, for the sale in Eastern, South- 
Eastern, and Central France, of cotton net, shirting (Manchester), 
and woollen materials. (Reference No. 459.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


cast- 





GERMANY. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm in Nuremburg 
wish to get into touch with United Kingdom firms, with a view 
to obtaining agencies therefor, in Germany. In addition to 
their agency business the firm are prepared to undertake the 
warehousing of goods, commission and cash collection. (Ref- 
erence No. 460. 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





ITALY, 

REFRACTORY BRICKS, CRUCIBLES, ETC.—<An artillery 
officer, who proposes to open up an agency business in Milan 
or other centre, desires to secure agencies for refractory bricks, 
crucibles, and miscellaneous mill furnishings. (Reference No. 
461.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S WEAR, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—A 
Dutch commission agent in Amsterdam, at present staying in 
London, wishes to secure the representation, in Holland, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s and women’s wear, 
piece-goods and fancy goods. (Reference No. 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—A firm in Amsterdam wishes to 
secure the representation, for Holland, of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of packed druggists’ sundries such as toothpastes, toilet 
articles, perfumery, etc.; also of surgical rubber goods (elastic 
stockings, ice-bags, etc.). (Reference No. 463.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





POLAND. 


GOODS IN DEMAND.—Enquiries have been received at the 
Polish Commercial and Financial Agency from firms in Poland who 
are desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers and suppliers of the following goods :—Agricultural 
machinerv and implements, internal combustion engines. machine 
tools, tools, belting, packing, steel, electrical cables ; building and 
technical materials, electro-technical articles, engines, foundry 
and mining plant; hardware, iron goods of all kinds, sanitary 
goods. etc.; motor cars, rubber goods, ceramic goods, kitchen 
utensils, chemicals, enamels, soap, groceries, and eggs. 

United Kingdom firms interested shouid address their replies 
direct to the Secretarv, Polish Commercial and Financial Agency, 
Commission Internationale de Ravitaillement, 88. Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. 
— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 





ROUMANIA. 
HOSIERY: READY-MADE CLOTHING.—A firm at 


Bucharest wish to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 











ee, 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADEK—continued. 





tacturers and exporters of hosiery, and cotton and woollen ready- 
made clothing. (Reference No. 464.) 

AGENCIES WANTED.—A London firm, already representing 
United Kingdom manufacturers in the Balkans and Reumania, 
is desirous of securing additional agencies, principally for 
Roumania, on a buying or commission basis. (Reference No. 465.) 
m — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 





SERBIA. 

GOODS SUITABLE FOR SERBIAN MARKET: SERBIAN 
PRODUCTS (MARKET SOUGHT).—A gentleman, who has been 
acting in this country as the representative of the Serbian 
Miuistry of Finance, is shortly returning to Belgrade to resume 
his business as a merchant banker. He desires to take up the re- 
presentation, in Jugo-Slavia, of United Kingdom firms who wish to 
export the following goods to that country :—Tinplates and sheets 
of all kinds; tin-ware (spoons, forks, etc.) ; small tools, locks and 
keys, strong boxes and safes, aluminium (manufactured goods) ; 
petrol, naphtha and benzine engines; sewing machines; machines 
for making lace, hosiery, tulle, etc. ; machines for working wood, 
stone, etc.; asbestos; thread of all kinds: skeins, hanks. balls. 
etc., of wool (unbleached, bleached, dyed, etc.): linen (thread 
and manufactured goods); leather belts: machine oils; carbon 
paper; parafiin and paraffin schist; ceresine: motor tyres, tubes. 
mechanical goods, cord rings, etc. ; or any goods suitable for sale 
in Serbia. He also wishes to create a market in the United 
Kingdom for the following exports from Serbia. Jugo-Slavia, 
etc. :—Prunes, timber, sheep skins, wheat, etc. (Reference No. 
466.) 

" —— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





SPAIN. 

METALS AND DRY GOODS.—A British firm in Barcelonz 
desire to secure agencies for United Kingdom firms exporting 
metals, raw materials and dry goods respectively. (Reference 
No. 467.) 

_ MACHINERY. FERTILISERS. ETC.—H.M. Commercia! 
Secretary, Madrid, reports that a firm of commission agents in 
that citv desires to represent: British exporters of fertilisers. 
machinery and ironmongery. (Reference No. 468.) 

. on should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





SWITZERLAND. 
LIQUORS AND HOME PRODUCE.—A Lausanne firm wish 


to represent United Kingdom firms desirous of exporting iiquors 
and home produce to Switzerland. (Reference No. 469.) 

METAL REPETITION WORK.—An agent at Lausanne 
wishes to secure agencies, for Switzerland, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of metal repetition work. (Reference No. 470.) 

COTTON, RUBBER, TIN AND CUTLERY.—A Lausanne 
firm desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton 
and rubber goods, tin ware and cutlery. (Reference No. 471.) 

LEATHER GOODS AND STATIONERY.—A firm of com- 
mission agents in Geneva wish to secure agencies for Switer- 
land for United Kingdom mannuiactuters and suppliers of all 
kinds of fancy leather goods, and stationery. (Reference No. 472.) 

COAL AND PATENT FUEL. OILS, VARNISHES, PAINTS, 
SOAPS, COLONIAL PRODUCE.—A general commission agent 
in Lausanne wishes to secure the agencies in Switzerland of United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of coal and patent fuel. 
oils, varnishes, paints, edikle oils, soaps and perfumes, and 
groceries of all kinds. (Reference No. 473.) 

CHILDREN’S TOYS, PERAMBULATORS, FANCY GOODS. 
ETC.—A general commission agent in Lausanne wishes to secure 
the agencies, in Switzerland, of United Kingdom firms manufac- 
turing and exporting toys: baby carriages and perambulators : 
fancy goods, frames and other articles made of wood: also spoons 
and forks. (Reference No. 474.) 

RAW COTTON. WOOL, RUBBER. CHEMICALS. PATENTED 
GOODS ETC.—A general commission agent at Bale wishes to 
secure the representation, for Switzerland, of United Kingdom 
exporters of raw cotton, wool, rubber, chemicals and other raw 
materials, textiles and patented articles for domestic and indus- 
trial use. (Reference No. 475.) 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES AND FITTINGS.—A firm in 
Lausanne wishes to secure agencies. for Switzerland, for United’ 
Kingdom manufacturers of electric chandeliers and lamps, 
electrical appliances and fittings, cooking and heating appliances. 
electrical Jaundrv irons. ete. (Reference No. 476.) 

TIRONMONGERVY AND GALVANISED SHEFT IRON.—A 
firm in Yverdon. doing a wholesale and retail trade in wire and 
wire goods, tools, stoves, hardware and ironmongery, cutlery. 
heating apparatus, pipes and tubes. wishes to secure an exclusive 
agenev for Switzerland. for United Kingdom manufactmrers and 
exporters of ironmongery and galvanised sheet iron. (Reference 
No. 477.) 

GROCERIES AND COLONIAT. PRODUCE.—A firm in 
Yverdon desire to get into touch with United Kinedom exvorters 
of Colonial produce and groceries, and tinned and canned food- 
stuffs of all kinds. The business is only retail at wresent, but 
the firm are vrepared to imnort wholesale as soon as it 1s possible- 
to do so. (Reference No. 478.) 
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CYCLES AND ACCESSORIES, 

MACHINES AND IMPLEMENTS.—An agent in Morges 
wishes to secure the agencies, for Switzerland. of United Kingdom 
manutacturers of cycles and accessories, agricultural machines and 
implements. (Reference No. 479.) | 

PNEUMATIC AND SOLID TYRES.—<A firm in Lausanne, 
doing a wholesale and retail trade in household and _ surgica: 
rubber goods, is anxious to obtain the exclusive agency for 
Switzerland of a United Kingdom firm expo7ting pneumatic 
tvres for motor vehicles and solid ty res for lorries. (Reference 
No. 480.) 

COAL.—A firm of commission agents in Lausanne are anxious 
to represent United Kingdom exporters of coal. (Reference 
No. 481.) 

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS, TOILET PREPARATIONS. 
RUBBER GOODS.—A British commission agent in Lausanne 
wishes to get in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of chemicals, drugs. disinfectants, perfumery. and 
household and surgical rubber goods. (Reference No. 482.) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A firm in 
Lausanne wish to secure the agencies, for Switzerland, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of cotton and woollen 
piece-goods, woollen underwear, and men’s, children’s and women’s 
clothing. (Reference No. a 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED. 
—A recently formed general agency company at Neuchatel, with 
sub-agents throughout: Switzerland, wish to get into communica- 
‘ion with United Kingdom manufacturers seeking an opening 
for their products in Switzerland. (Reference No. 484.) 

MEN’S SUITINGS, COTTON AND WOOLLEN GOODS.—An 
agent at Chaux-de-Fonds wishes to secure the representation, 
in Switzerland, of United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s 
suitings, and woollen and cotton goods for women’s: costumes. 
(Reference No. 485.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 











AGRICULTURAL 


OPENIN S FOR BRITISH TRADE—coninved. 
AFRICA. 








MOROCCO. 

PROVISIONS, BEER. CANDLES, TEXTILES. ETC.—a 
newly-established firm of commission agents in the Spanish zone 
of Morocco are desirous oj acting as agents for United Kingdom 
manuiacturers or exporters of the following goods : —Sugar (beet) 
tea, candles, biscuits, bottled beer, jam, Manchester goods, and 
cloth. (Reference No. 486.) , 


: teplies should be addressed LO the Department ot Overseas 
lrade. 


TUNIS. 

FOOTWEAR, DRAPERY, IRON WARE. PROVISIONS 
ETC.—A firm of commission agents, established in Tunis. are 
desirous oi representing United Kingdom manufacturers of boots 
and shoes. drapery and haberdashery, woollen goods, hats, iron 
ware and provisions. (Reference No. 487.) é 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





ASIA. 





PALESTINE. 

ELECTRICAL MATERIALS, AUTOUCARS, TRANSPORT 
MATERIAL AND MACHINES.—A mechanical and electrical 
engineer. who is shortly returning to Paiestine, where he intends 
to open a technical office for all kinds of industrial installatibns. 
with special attention to the electrical trade, wishes to take up 
agencies for electrical material, including machines with acces. 
sories, apparatus and instruments, lamps and fittings, heating 
and cooking devices, installation material, wires and cables. 
telephones and telegraph, etc.; autocars, vehicles for all pur. 


H.M. Commercial Counsellors, Secretaries, Etc. 


The following is a list of the Commercial DiplomaticAppointments which have been made up to date. It 
must be understood that the list is not final, as certainadditional appointments are under consideration. These 
will be announced in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 
present will be amended accordingly. Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


EUROPE. 
BELGIUM. 


R. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secretary. 30, 

Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. 
DENMARK. 

R. M. Turner, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Copenhagen. (On Sick Leave.) 

H. C. A. Carpenter, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Copenhagen. 

NETHERLANDS. 

R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16, keetting- 

straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintell, Hague.’’) 
FRANCE. 

J. Addison, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Paris. 

Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 

Embassy, Paris. 

GREECE AND SERBIA. 

E. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 

ment of Overseas Trade.) 
ITALY 

Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M 
Embassy, Rome. 

W. H. Haslam, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 


- 


Rome. 
ROUMANTA, 
A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Bucharest. 
RUSSIA. 


J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
TURKEY. 
Capt. C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary, c/o 
British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 
H. M. Villiers, M.V.0., Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 
Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 


AUSTRIA. 
0. S. Phillpotts, 0.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissioner, 
cjo British Embassy, Vienna. 


SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary. H.B.M. Legation, 
Berne. 7 
UNIFED STATES OF AMERICA. 
J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. 
Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. 
LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINE. 
H. O. Chalkley, Commercial] Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. 7 . 
KF. E. Tirbutt, Acting Commercial Secretary, 
Legation, Buenos Aires. 
BRAZIL. 
E. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Department 
of Overseas Trade.) 
E. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H B.M. Legation, Rio 
de Janeiro. 


H.B.M. 


CHILI AND BOLIVIA. 
W. F. VY. Scott, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
PERU AND ECUADOR 
ab Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
alma. 


FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 
H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Com- 


mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell, 
Shanghai.’’) 

C. A. W. Rose, C.1.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) © 

HONGKONG. 

H. J. Brett, Commercial Secretary, New Government 

Building. (‘‘Commintell, Hongkong.’’) 
JAPAN. 


E. T. F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama (Now at 
Department of Overseas Trade) 

H. A. F. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer- 
cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. 


EGYPT. 
E. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 
Residency, Ramleh, Egypt. 
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- boote UTI ERY. ETC.—An agent of Philadelphia, now in this American Pet ot 4,736 1,728,606 | 1,800 18,294 
aus, ron Sane desires to obtain the representation of United Kingdom Brazilian i a 272 11,956 O74 572 
citar urett or larce wholesalers for mens and women s woollen East Indian ota aw 700 76,882 245 23,675 
- 22 AAR C c be . Pm] * cal A e 4: — re _ 
its ; ar, general hosiery. Venetian linings, mohatrs, umbrella cloths Egyptian “4 + 4,996 289,448 199 44,70% 
vd cutlery. (Reference No. 489.) Miscellaneous ..| 14,725 165,857 * 203 2,099 
an v* ma = ; ‘ 1 . (ve Tete ~ CS | 
‘es should be addressed to the Department of Overseas | - 
; ie 8 Total .. 28,389 2,272,749 2,921 89,347 
rade. 





*Including 6,903 bales British West Indian, 7,341 bales 


LATIN AMERICA British West African, 12,370 bales British East African. and 

















ae ; Foreion East African. 
SSPORT 1.928 bales Foreign East African 
electrical 
>» intends CHILE. si CORN PRICES. 
— MATERIALS FOR b Sneaiigege oe AND wna Fringe Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
6 aa TURE.—A partner of a firm at Santiago 1s visiting this countr, quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 


the for . pose of rehasing materials for tanning, and were 
To shortly for the purpose of purchasing n ie ” the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 16th 
heating for boot manufacture. (Reference No. 490.) 











cables eo nae ' Se of hile) at August, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
; TEXTILES.—A commission agent (established in Chile) a years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 
all pur- present visiting this country, desires to represent United King- 12 setadhdatineatdandammkinaabciaiaadadiagieaiaan scenieiieiedeetnaedeelamiaeeonaanancaalaie 
dom wholesale shippers, or rnanufacturers, in wooilen, cotton and | 
textiles for ladies’ wear. (Reference No. 491.) | Average Price. 
OILCLOTH: SUPPLIES FOR CHILEAN lg nee ,  suicisaamaeciniiiaincanlieaiiiaiiines > 
A general commission agent and importer of Santiago is shortly | 7 
ad wishing this country with a view to securing the agency of a Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
high-grade oilcloth manufacturer. He is also interested in im- Ee eT OE Lee PR RE Ln ON OT NTT SOM ate 
It porting the following articles into Chile : —Caustic soda, soda ; . | ’ 8. d. | s. qd.| s. d. 
hese ash, paraftin wax, steel in bars and sheets, construction materials, Week ended 16th August, 1919 .. 73 3 | 75 2 | 61 4 
d at raw materials for Chilian industries, cotton ducks, tin plate. Corresponding week in— | | 
provisions and general merchandise. (Reference No. 492.) a - - , - - 6 | 7 1 | + 10 
CUTLERY AND GLASS, CHINA AND ENAMELLED 1914 ie * Ai | 38 9 | 99 ‘0 | 24 
eration WARE.—His Britannic Majesty's Consul in Santiago states that 1915 He = i. va 54 3 39 4 31 4 
- a firm of general importers in that city are desirous of getting 1916 s "| 58 1 | 48 @ 30 8 
into tovcch with British firms for the fcilowing jines :—Cutlery 1917... is 7 .. 72% 7 | 68 1l | 386 
| of all kinds, glassware, chinayare, enamelled ware. (Reference 1918... - bi | 97421 64) «38h 
im bassy, No. 493.) 
| AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A Britisi subject. resi- a ee eee 
mercial dentin Chile for the past 14 vears, and who has been ge staffs *Section 8 of the Corn Returns ‘Act, 1852, provides that 
of leading importers. wishes to get into touch with United where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
Kingdom firms desirous of appointing ar agent to extend their local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
business in Latin America. He is willing to visit England to the Imperial! bushel or by weight or py a weighed measure, 
evation, interview any interested firm agreeing to share expenses of that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
. oarney. (morerence No. 494.) * : ; bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
H.B.M. —* snould be addressed to the Department of Overseas conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
rade. for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
artment CUBA. bushel of oats. 
ion, Rio DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.—A wholesale druggist (British) —- 
in Havana wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
facturers of drugs and chemicals, with a view to acting as their RECEIVED, 
Depart- agent in Cuba. (Reference No. 495.) 
STATIONARY AND MARINE ENGINES.—<A firm of com- ail . . . ; ‘ 
mission agents in Cuba wish to represent United Kingdom manu- The ition is . _ of we mr and en Se 
oration, a of stationary and marine engines using crude petroleum. tions on ‘fe 7 a © “M4 De poner ogee rf Te ver 
2 le firm desire to receive catalogues and price lists, and these filed for reference at the Department of Overseas Trade 
should be sent to H.M. Chargé d’Affaires, Havana, for trans- (Development and Intelligence) : — 
_ to the re (Reference No. 496.) British India: on 
eplies shor e addresse ‘ partme f Overse artment of Statistics: 
: a Fn les should be addressed to the Department of Overseas Ptonthly pre relating to the Trade by Land of British India 
mintell. with Foreign Countries. February, 1919. 





Annual Statement of the Coasting Trade and Navigation of British 
India. For the year 1917-18. 


H.B.M. ECUADOR. BURMA: 


Report on the Burma Soap-sand Industry. 














es PeTOR "rh or — a ‘i: Australia: 
BOOKS, OF FICE AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES, SOAP. ETC.~ VICTORIA: 
.rnment HM. Chargé d’ Affaires in Quito, Ecuador, states that an im- Annual Report of the Melbounre Chamber of Commerce, 1918-1919. 
porter of the following articles is desirous of securing British Annual Report of the Electrical Trades and Contractors’ Association 
agencies for Ecuador :—Books, office supplies, school supplies, —— a 
H.B.M soap, starch, dairy machinery. (Reference No, . Eleventh Annual Report of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of the 
No : a GOODS SUITABLE FOR THE ECUADOREAN MARKET.— Province of Ontario for the year ended 31st October, 1918. Vol. 1. 
om A highly recommended British firm of general dealers in Quito. — = a ne 
| cuador, are desirous of obtaining agencies for British goods of Profits Report. eine 
ommer- al. Classes, suitable for the Ecuadorean market. (Reference No. General Report and Report on Rents and Housing. aaa 
498.) Reports (1) Of the Special Commissioner appointed to enquire into 
Repli shou! ee ial the Boycotting of Rand Storekeepers by Natives: (2) Of the Cost 
a les should be addressed to the Department of Overseas of Living Commission on the Investigation of Accounts of Mine 
—— Storekeepers on the Witwatersrand and as to the fixing of prices 
1, The of the Chief Articles of Native Trade in the Witwatersrand Area. 
iO qummanis —— : 
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H.M, Trade Commissioners. 


At HEAvDQUARTERS— 


Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghal! Street, London, 


E.C. 2. 
Canapa— 


Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade 


Commissioner in Canada, 367, Beaver Hall Square, 
Montreal (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 

Winnipeg.—Mr. L. B. Beale, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winnipeg. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Wincom’’). 

NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada, 367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia, Commerce House, [Flinders 
Street, Melbourne (Telegraphic address. ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—Major G. Fetherston, D.S.0.. M.C., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, Royal Exchange, 81, Pitt Street, Svdney 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combritto’’). 





New ZeEALAND— 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commi, 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic addregg, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 

(At present on an official visit to the United Kingdom.) 


Soutn AFRICA— 
Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa (P.O. Box $39), 89, Win. 


chester House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg. 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 
Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Trade 


Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 


INDIA AND CEYLON— 
Calcutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscongh, O.B.E., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, McLeod House, 28, Dalhousie Square, 
Caleutta (Telegraphic address, **Ainscough’’), 


British West INptes ann British Honpuras— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt. H.M. Trade Comunissioner, 
The Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Trincom’’). 











Imperial Trade Correspondents. 


CanaDA— 

Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—H.M. ‘Trade Commuissioner—see 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. 
William Street, St. John. 


list above, 


Anderson, 162, Prince 


Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 

Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 

Quebec.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 


Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
NEWFOUNDLAND— 
H.M. Senior 
Montreal. 
Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


Commissioner—see list above, 


Trade 


AUSTRALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
above, Sydney. | ie 

Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Buildings, 
Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 


see list 





Victoria.—H.M Senior Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Melbourne. 
Western Australia.—Mr. Basil L. Murray, Westralian 


Farmers’ Buildings, 569, Wellington Street, Perth. 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—(Vacant.) 
Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street. Dunedin. 
Wellington.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Wellington. 
SoutnH AFRica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Cemmissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. ml | 
Mr. J. S. Neave, M.B.E., Library Buildings. Main 

Street, Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. aA. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
foad, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham. P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bleein- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
—see list above, Johannesburg. 

Rhodesia.—Mr. Lochée Bayne, P.O. Box 599, Bulawavo 


} 


Honorary Trade Correspondents.t 
Sout Arrica— 
Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis. 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. : 
West Arrica— 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resiaent, Cameroons 
Province. 
Gainbia.——The Receiver General, Customs Departmert, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
East AFrrica— 
British Kast Africa and Uganda.—The Chief of Custonis, 
Mombasa. 
German East Africa.—Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller 
ot Customs, Dar-es-Salaam. 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin- 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. 
East InvIEs— 
British North Borneo.—The Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. Trade 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.-—The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
West [NpIEs— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, i.atigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The Iirst Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.--The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Trinidad.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Bermupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 


British Guiana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetow?. 

British Honpuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 

Cyprvus.—-The Chief Controller cf Customs and Escise, 
Larnaca. 

Fatktanp Isianps —The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 

F131 Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 

GirrsLtar.—The Colonial Secretary. 

Macta.—The Colleccor of Customs, Valletta. 

Mavritius.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 

St. Herens.—Mr. A. Hands. 

SeycHeLies.—The Clerk to the Governor. 

Zanzipan.—The Chief Secretary to the Government. 

















Commussioner—see list above, 
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+Designated to act in an honorary capacity b 
Governor of the Colony, Possession, or Protectorate in 
the Correspondents reside. 
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